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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Church were diſperſed, as Sheep without any Shep- 
herd 3 nay: by the Congregatianpl:, Aniahaptiſtical 

principles and prattiſes, ;and:in order to their {chil; 

_ © matical Church-gathering deſign ,*you were by Rude, 
Ruſt 3 Fooliſh-wiſe , and Bapriſm-blaſpheming 
Simpſon, paganizedand proclaimed Dogs , 'alieris and 
ſtrangers to the Commonwealth of Iſrael ; when the 
zealous importunity of ſome among, you , meeting 

inme with a real pity of your Pagan poſture, did 
engage me to = of you , as a Church of Jeſus 

Chri#f , the care and charge. I was conſtrained” to 

lay again the Foundations theſe. wicked men had 
razed , and toinform you in the firſt rudiments of 
Religion , and firſt Ordinances of Worſhip, that you 

might underſtand the dignity and duty of your Bap- 

tiſm 3 in which I find ſuch duineſs in common capaci- 

ty, that the things you heard, you mult hear again, 

and indeed Read before many will receive them : 
[being come'among you, and (by Geds blefling on 
myMinſtry) having reduced: you into-ſome vrder, 
convir.ced fone perſons of their Rebaptited:: vanity, 

and parents of the ſinful neglect of their Infants in- 

[- | bond in the Covenant + have met - with violent op- 
i} poſition, andmalitious intterruptions..in. the work 
= of God : conſtraining me to Preach*nzto zou the 
Goſpel. of Truth through much contention ; wherein 

yet through grace 7 have waxed bold: You are 

- manifeſt Witneſſesthat the Anabaptiſts will bep1iſe 

with fire qnd fury, ſuch as they cannot” haptize with 

| water inthe way of their, folly, = By what, clamours 
| have they. clouded my name-(xeprefenting me un- 
| civil, whillt for fear of _ the Law, th:y durſt nat 
render me prophane) how they thave by falſe fur- 
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Tha Epifile Dedjcatory. 
mizesprejudiced+preſeint. powers; by. falſe; accuſatt- 
. 6ns;- palpable perjuty; extrajudicial Proceſs, par- 

tialand'-prejudiced Judges (of their own picking) 
andimplacable fury darkened my credit , weakned 
my Miaiſtryy .difturbed my peace, . and endeavou- 
red:toftop mymouthi; you' and all the Churches of 
God cannot but . know.: The guile and odium, 
whereof you-have taken from your ſeives by your 
{eaſonable _ Atteſtation to my I2recency, and ſerious 
proteſt againſt” their igroundleſs cruelty , wherein 
I bleſs God Þcatrrejoyce, It is the cauſe that makes * 
the Martyr , and what is the cauſe of all that calami- 
ty they haveto me created ; Let the fretting of their 
ſpirits , when your Pulpit ſounded the Sacrazernt 
'of baptiſt: is to adminiſired3 your Reverend attendance 
on that Ordinance # deſired: their railing ſpeeches on 
all occalions uttered againſt Infant-baptiſm , their 
inveFive Letters to me written, (which I keep as 
Monuments of their folly and malice) their often 
ſtrugling'to ſer up Oats, Knowls, Lamb , Simpſon, © 
to blaſpheme' Gods Ordinances 3 and at laſt the 
violent and unjuſt intruſion of John Simpſon into 
the baptiſmal Seaſon of the Sabbath , 'to the ex- 
cluding of that Ordinance, and vilifying the ſame 
in the ſight of the people, and that not onely in 
its ſubjeFs, but in zt ſelf, openly: teaching baptiſes 
is 0 ground of Communion with the a viſtble 3 
witneſs to all the world, if | ſaffer as an evil doer 3 
whoſe' Ox or Aſs have 1 taken? what Law have TI 
violated? whom did I injore in word-o7 deed ? How 
.often havel ſought for competent impartial Judges, 
that might convi& me ? and propoſed ways of ac- 
commodation : admitted them 5 when ſought by my 
EF 279 - A 2 enemies, 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
enemies, whoſe Return hath been, we will have no | 
peace, no agreement , no arbitration : nay,my enemies 
being Judges,the ground of their quarrel and enmi- 
ty , 1s my endeavours to return you into order 5 
and their cry is, He will not let Simpſox preach: So 
that becaule I will not ſuffer that wowar: Jezabel to 
teach and ſeduce the Lords people, Imult be loaded 
with calumny , and followed with vexation : Well 
| beit ſo, I will bleſs God for ſupporting , and wait 
on him for ſaving mercy 3 and pray that you may 
be the more confident in the truths confirmed by 
my ſufferings , wherein you alſo have born your 
hare : I cannot but obſerve how Heretical Malice 
bath trampled on your dignjties and gravities by mi- 
litary infoleney and vulgar rudeneſs, yet hath God 
hitherto given your hearts to adhere to me, and 
the truths by me witneſſed. Whilſt you have 
owned my Miniſtry , under ſo great a Fight of 
affliFion, I cannot but hope you will dot ſtil}, an 
be more confirmed in the vertxe and welue of your re- 
ceived Baptiſzz,both which are here plainly and praQti- 
cally propounded to your view. Many eminent men 
have moſt fully debated: the Controverſie, and 
defended your Infants right to baptiſee , but of their 
hbours , I obſerve the vulgar make little uſe 
for Practical convi&ion of ſin, I find to be the beſt 
confutation 4 error , and have therefore attempted 
it in the enſuing Treatiſe for its ſtile and method, 
ſuited to vulgar capacity 3 receive it as a token 
of my true affection to your ſouls , and. Gods holy 
Ordinances , read it as the directionof- your duty, 
learnby it to priſe Baptiſm , as the high priviledges | 
of you and yours; and in doing and ſuffering , -—_ | | 
orth: 


* The Epiſtle Dedicktory, 
forth the wertue ard value of the Covenant of God 
on yourfleſh, living as Baptized into the name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to which end you may 
be aſſured as of the endeavours , fo the earneſt 
prayers of, | | 


4 Tour greatly reproached and per- 
fſecnted , but yet really inno- 
cent, and reſolved zealows 
Paſtor, | 


Z ACH., CROFTON. 
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Conrteous Reader. 


The Com- atnentary cenſure for his Errors : a man by the moſt 
” ſage, grave and pions Miniſters of this City (the place 
Mirifters. of his Reſidence) branded as a Seducer from the truth 
of Jeſus Chriſt, a man for Sediton (ſo one by 
Teſluvinny himſelf) impriſoned, baniſhed, and affiifted, as an evil 
re thetruth lgep 5 a man of ſuch viclence, commotion, diviſion, 
confvſion, diftra&tion, diſorder: that Biſhoſgate aud 
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CAMS] _ 
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SFSE=2<L=. HO U canſt not b: ſuch a ſtranger in our 
& 5" 7H Iſrael, as to be ignorant of my ſufferings 
»x ; by the intruſion of John Simpſon into my 
= 2 Pulpit, and anong ſt my people: TI donbt 

ER == 7o0t but thou mayeſt well with many 0- 
ther enquire the reaſon of my reſiſlance, the which is 
written in ſuch legible Characters, that juſ# men and 
zealous Chriſtians cannot but Run and Read them'; 
Thave in a ſmall Book, called Right Re-entred, giver 
the world ſome account, as to my own perſonal Reaſons, 
wherein had I been ſilent, can any that knowJohn Simp- 
ſon, a mar ſabjeF to ſuch windings and turnings, that 
he cannot to his own Proſelytes appear to be the ſame 
this year he was the laſt: A mannnder judicial Parli- 


Aldgate :wſ# needs lament the day of his being in the 


midſt 


--  To'theReader. _ 

Wil aftheds. And jou Eigere why Pub LPAPeFers 

tn fo nuchwbthBundJoRivSimplOhs prtwbag5" "bj 
if "or alt bis Adberetits were (as they newer, can 'b 

"ble. to acquit him from theſe Blots that muſfyieed; rew- 
der him utfit for, Goſpel-work': yet Maſter Groftoh 
bath top tod jilſs, ctuife to. withſtand lit MH#1;fory;* wot 
oily far bis injuſt intruſion, and dif” ingemions ſldce, 
»ader any propounded. conveniencie for the proph\ "ind 
- malitious exerciſe. of his pretended Miniſtery; "to the 
meer humoring of an envious, prophane Fatox, oh 
Tong nothing but ©Confuſfo and Diforder, tat havitte 
any aſſembly of hzs own to engage hint to it. But for 
thoſe F alſhoods, tit in the name of the Lor# he dgth 
»tter to the. decrying of Gods holy Ordinz des, 7d 
* danger of meus Salvation herein hes fr wer 437d 
of which I hontd Cwere it adi that Ty Weh Geoble are 


bearing him) make a full detedion: Can any man think, . | 
liniſterial zeal,eam, #4 the legſt admif tit robans cope 4: 


v-*- 


tradidion, ofa forendgns Dodrine' of Truth: five 1. 1 


before noted th the world, that "he nb" ſooxe}" Srolently 
entred my Church, and interrupted ſome of Gods Ordi- 
rances. but he preſently vilifying thofe he conld not hin 
der, openly averred,th at to catn a-C atechiſm was'not 
to worlhip God 3 you thight' as 'welF rake Yonr chil- 
dren to the Market or Fair, and buy them” baubles, 
Rattles, and' Hobby Horfes as Catechiſins : '7 well 
' know that he did with prophane impudence in the Pdl- 
pit at Great Al-hallows, avd4 in my own Palpit make'a 
| dreadfull appeal to. God, Ang-ls and” Men. that he ne- 
_ ver Preached ſuch DI@rine'; but T have offered, and do 
_ Jet offer, if he will-be convigfed hefqre any competent 
nk toconvince Dim byfole of his Fate*Proſelytes, 


and 


> 
a 7 


To the Reader, 


and many others that heard him ſpeakit, and after moſt 
wickedly deny that be ſpake it >" ke muſi not think, 

but we khnow the Serpentine wiſdome of Seducers 

leads them to deny they ſpake the dodrine they 
divulge, if the time and other circumſtances will not 
defend them in it. Axd yet in the Sermon wherein 

he would deny this notion, he doth but Familiflically 
Spiritualize, and runs into this aſſertion, whichis yet 
Tantamount, 'T hat it 1s groſs ignorance to ſay, or 

think that the teaching of Catichiſtical heads of Re- 

ligion is the way to bring any man to the knowledge 

of Chriſt. 7 confeſs this contempt of catechizing was 

in my ears, but a prze|udium to the decrying of Inftant- 
Baptiſm, which engaged me to attend his Wedneſday 
Le&ures for ſome few dayes, when he was from 1 Pet. 

3- 21. Treating of Baptiſm, wherein I heard many ah- 
ſurdities, falſe interpretations, and incongruous expreſ- 
Jafifed. fcons uttered » but at length found him that pretends he 
'® in the bad run over the bogs of Familiſm, yer not to have 
Epiſto — DEE ſwallowed up in them, fo have fallen up to the 
CR. ro: holes.if not aver head and ears; for not only dia be 
deſpiſe Pozxdo Baptiſm by the contemptible terms of Ba- 

by- ſprinkling, cozening Infants, and the like ; bat pros 
claimed Water- Baptiſm, the very Ordinance it ſelf, to 

be nothing worth; and the ſpirit, inward Grace, che 
anſwer of a good conſcience, to be all in all, evex un- 

to cummunion with the Church vifible's and this he 

did ina full Diſcourſe, half an hour long, dire@ed to his 

own Proſelytes. with many inveFives againſt ſuch as 

would not admit Communion with the unbaptized in 

fleſh 5 theſe wullifying notions of Gods Ordinance, 1 

could not bear, and reſolving they ſhould not corrupt ors 

21y ſlomack,or he have liberty to make afalſe appeal, - 

God, 


. To the Reader 6 
God, Angels and Men, ir the denial of what he had de- 
zwered, or to complain, I dealt not fairly by bins, 
publiquely to render him erroneous before I had charged 
him perſonally, I did on the day on which he preached 
it, being the2. of September , 1657. and aſſoon as 
Sermon was ended , repair to my Study, and writ 
unto himt#his Letter folowing. | 


Mr, Simpſon, 


I did this day with no little trouble hear your 
Diſcourſe , and pretermitting your incongruous, 
impertinent expreſſions, and miſapplication of 
Scripture, with many Ordinance-degrading , and 
Church-confounding ſpeeches, you laid down 
this Inference , That Baptiſm is not the ground of 
communion with the Church , but real grace the an- 
ſwer of a good conſcience, by the reſurreFion of 
Chriſt from the dead : and therefore you did de- 
clare , Though « man were altogether ignorant of 
the Do@rine of Baptiſm , and had never paſſed under 
that outward Ordinance , you could own him as a 
Member of the Church , and hold communion with 
him , and admit him t0 «ff the Ordinances of TFe- 
ſas Chriſt: and much to this purpoſe you delivered. 

Sir, Whenl confider , the anſwer of a good 
conſcience is onely known to. God , I cannotbe- 
lieve God hath made it the 'ground of commu- 
nion with men, and outward Baptiſm to be the 
firſt Ordinance of God to the Church , and ex- 
ternal Seal of the Covenant , and the very door 
of admiſſion into the Church erefted by Jeſus 

a Chriſt 


Tothe Reader. 
Chriſt , and reckoned by the Apoſtle among the 
gee F apps 19 achir T OT 5 and fo in all ages of 
the Church made the foundation of the Church 
Ordinances in foro Ecclefie 3 I cannot conſent to 
communion with ſuch as are unbaptized , but 
muſt fear in this cafe, God may fay to me as to 
them in Ezek, 44+ 7. For though outward Bap- 
tiime without inward grace can carry no man to 
Heaven, yet the Church cannot without palpable 
prophaneneſs adminiſter other ordinances of Com- 
munion to the unbaptized 3 I pray you tell me 
whether you do not in vain preſs me to outward 
Baptiſm , when you tell me, 7 may live and dye 
in communion with the body of Chriſt all «ry days, 
and yet never know the DoGrine , nor paſs under 
the Ordinance” of water-Baptiſm 2 Is Baptiſm be- 
come an Adiaphorox 2 Theſe things I thus time- 
ly fignifie to you to prevent miſtakes (deſiring 
your arguments for your poſition (for that your 
Cited Scripture. Row.- 15. 7. doth nor conclude 
ic bat is far wide) to which I promiſe you a 
ſpeedy anſwer , unleſs they be convincing to 


Septemb. 2. 1657. | 
ZACH. CROFTON. 


\ Though this Letter was by a meſſenger (enl of pur- 
poſe delivered into his hand, difingenious he ze-+ 
ver returned anſwer to it , neither im publique or 


private, but ſuffered theſe contemptible notions to 


abide on the Spirit of the people , as if they were 
Goſpel truths. Having obſerved his ſilence and re- 
ſolving 


Fo 


LEBR 


S$W3 


AER. 


To the Reader, 
ſolving 19 leave him without exruſe, ] wrote wito 
hins this ſecand Letter- x 


8 1 Rs. 1 
I did this day ſevenday fignifie my difſerisfadti- 
on in your ine, and dillike of that old. Fu- 


aviliflicel notion you publiſhed 5 1 demanded your 
reaſons , but have received none. Sir , think you 
not that it is your duty to convince geinſayers , Or 
can I paſs in filence, Baptiſm-annibilativg notions, 
I cannot,, I will got. Sir, I once more demand 
your Arguments , and that as you are a man of 
any ingenuity willing to give an account of your 
Doarine. | 


Sept. 9.1657, 
bs ZACH. CROFTON. 


Thie alſo he received, but paſſed it in ſilence, and never 
to this day gave any the leaſt anſwer to defend or retra&# 
his error : If therefore I find hize obſtinate after the 
firſt and ſecond admonition, 1 hope T Thall' not be 
blamed for rejeQing him as an Heretick , aud with- 


lending him from filling my Peoples Heads with 


low thoughts of Gods Ordinances, and the high pri- 
viledges of Grace , whoſe tongues can already ſpeak, 
$00 _— of them: > God having in his providence 
brought me to the ſeFion of Baptiſm in my courſe of 
Catechizing, and giving me 4 little breathing ſpace 
fromthe violent wk. 26, Im of his Abettors, I thought 

4 2 rt 


To the Readcr. 
it to be my duty to diftate tomy people,the Dignity of 
Baptiſm, ard knowing that maxy beard his Error, who 
would not hear the correFion of it, I have committed it 
to the Preſs, and ſent it intopublique view, ſubmitting 
#3, and my oppoſition of the Seducer that occefloned it, 
to thy cenſure, deſiring thou mayſt ſhake off prejudice, 
#nd read with ſeriouſneſs and ſchritty, whereby I doubt 


#0t but thou mayſt find profit, for which he prays, who 
ſeeth a Divine Stawp on every outward Goſpel-Ordi- 
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 CATECHISM, 


| Briefly propeundine , and plan] 
| ev oVerms = Valucof Bepriſc 4 


Hat is your Name * 

Anſw. M. 

Q. Who gave you this Name 2 

5 FF. My Parents the natural Ay- 

N thors of my being, and Inftru- 
AE ments of my intereſt in the Coye- 
| nant of God. 

Q. When did they give you this Name ? 

4. At my Bapciin , When I was dedicated to 
God, andby the waſhing of my body in puse water 
ficted for approach to him. 

Q. What is baptiſm ? 

A. It is a ſolemn and Religious application of 
water by the hand of a lawful Miniſter to fit Sub- 
jeQseo lignifie the blood of Chriſt , and Seal the 


Covenant of Grace. 
Q. What 


ort Chatechi[m. 


Q. What is the outward ſign inbaptiſen 2 
4. Water,in oppoſition to all other elements; and 
ure water without any mixture or compoſition 3 for 
F; Chriſt did appoint, and his appointment doth 
ſtamp dignity on that deſpicable Element. 

Q. What is the inward grace in baptiſm? 

A. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt with its properties 
and effets, the remiſſion of ſin , and regeneration 
ofthe foul  Y Fe ft 

Q.' 7-baptifer only a ſign to repreſent theſe thingi to 
our minds © _— 220 

A. No, but alſo a ſeal to ratifie them to our ſoul ; 
and therefore a right unto the Promiſe is the ground 
of baptiſm, and baptiſm a reaſon of our Faith in the 
Promiſe to be pleaded in Prayer for obtainment. 

Q. Whatis the formof baptiſm? | 

4. The application of water , by Dipping, or 
Sprinkling 3 y the manner i of no moment, ſo 
it be done ſolemnly and religiouſly , as a ſacred Or- 
dinance by divine inſtitution ,' with prayer to God, 
and a Dedication of the perſon baptized, unto the 
name of Father,Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. Who is to adminiſter Baptiſm ? og 

A. Alawful, and none but alawful Miniſter ; for 
' Baptiſm is an a& of Office and Argument of Faith 3; 
therefore to be applyedby authority ; and then'the 
Baptiſm of women, and private men is void and 


null. =F,-:9Y 4 


Q. Who are fit Subje&s to be baptized? Bo 
. 4.. Such, all ſuch, and onely ſuch as'are in |Cave- 
nant with God ; for the qualification that muſt guide 
the Church in applying Baptiſm , muſt be 7ztereſi in 


the Covenant; and theſe are two- ſorts, 1. Infidels' 
| | CcOnver- : 


JE 


| 


of ſhort Catechiſm. 
converted to the faith. 2. The Infants of one or both 
Chriſtian Parents. 

Q. By what muſt Infidels comverted to the Faith be 
judged, within the Covenant, and fit Subje&s to be bap- 
tized. 

A. By making a profeſſion of ſaving faith, which 
may be done by men in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
bond of iniquity 3 not by « ſaving profeſſion of faith, 
importing ſincerity of grace, nor by a well ordered 
converſation 3 for Gods Miniſters muſt judge by a 
preſent viſible ſign, and they cannot ſearch the 
heart :; And plants are tobe ſer in the Church before . 
we look for fruit ; Baptiſm isa bond unto amend- 
ment of life. 

Q. How can it be proved that the infants of Chriſtiax 
Parents are within the Covenant, and to be bapti- 
zed £ 

A. During the Adminiſtration of the Covenant 
in the times of the Old Teſtament, the natural iſſue 
of Gods people , before they acted their faith, even 
as ſoon as they were born, were within the Cove- 
nant: The form of the Promiſe is, 7 will be thy 
God , and the God of thy ſeed : Circumciſion the 
Sealof the righteouſneſs of faith , was ſet in their 


- fleſh at eight days old. God claims the natural 


iſlue of his Covenant people as his own , when he 
calls them out of Egypt, Exod. 5. 1. chargeth them 
with duty, Dent. 14. 2. complaineth of Idolatry, 
Epheſ. 16.21. Chaſtiſeth their ſin, Ames 3. 2. And 
Chriſt'calls the Jews natural, the Children of his 
Kizgdom , and placeth in them the Right to the 
mercies he brought, whilſt the Gentles were Dogs 


licking up the crums. 
BY Q. But 


A ſhort Catechiſm 

Q. But what js the intereſt of Infants in the Old Te- 
ftament to #4 under the new ? 

A. Very much ; for whilſt we ſee they have been 
in Covenant, it will dire& us to ſee a very clear re- 
verſal of their right, and plain limitation of the 
Covenant before we part with ſuch a birth right and 
priviledge; for common Jultice will not ſuffer us with- 
0.37 good warrant to change a Fee-farm to our ſelves 
and heirs, for a Leaſe for term of Life ; and we 
need a clear reaſon to convert the Jews from the old 
Covenant, whereby they begot an holy ſecd to God, 
ami0 aſtraiter Covenant,that provides for the Parent, 
bat leaves the child prophane, and eſtranged to God. 
The Enemies of our Baptiſm ,. cry for an expreſs 
command to bapriſe Infants ; but inſtead of ihewing 
any , we think we have good reaſon to ſay, we 4s 
ſuch Infaxts, have by a long Tenure an intereſt in the 
Covexantz ſhew us a clear Goſpel Writ of Ej<ction, 
2: you think now to diſpoſleſs us. | 
. Q. But have you any good ground in the New Teſta- 
ment , on which infants , as the natural iſſue of be- 

<leiving Parents may claim an intereſt in the Cove- 
nant £ 

A. Yes, very much, when we conſider little ſuck- 
iag Babes'brought in arms tobe received by the Lord 
Jeſus to be bleſſed by him , to be declared members 
of the Kingdom of Heaven , propounded as ſuch 
who ought to be received in his name , as his Diſct- 
ples, and not to be offended ; all which are the 
bleſſings of the Covenant : and that the Apoltle 
affirms of the Gentiles inerafted in, as well as the Jews 
cat off, in Kom. 9, That if the firſt-fruits , my 

| the 
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the whole lump is holy ; if the root, then the branches 
are holy;and the branches do, partake of the fatnets 
of the Olive : we muſt caſt away ovr reaſons if we 
ſee not Infants intereſt in the Covenant. 

Q. Buthave you not yet ſome plainer Scriptures to 
prove their Title? \ . © 

A. Yes, the Apoſtle doth expreſly ſay the Infants 
of one Chriſtian Parent is boly, 1 Cor. 7. 14. of real 
holineſs none underſtand it, and natural holineſs, 
taking away the blot of Baſtardy, ſuppoſing Faith 
eſſential to Marriages too ridiculous to be received ; 
it muſt needs then mean a federal holineſ; by the ex- 
tent of the Covenant, and in the eſteem of the 
Church, in 4@s 2.38. the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, 
The promiſeistoyou , and to your children + This pro- 
miſe cannot be of extraordinary Gifts , becauſe it is 
extended to all that ſhall be called , nor is it to chil- 
dren when called, for that were not to them as ch1i- 
dren : the Holy Ghoſt doth not uſe to ſpeak wor ſenſe, 
and expreſs perſonal qualifications by terms of relati- 
0n , but tels the believer, his childrey as his chil- 
dren have a priviledge in the Covenant ahove other 
mens children 3 ſo that it is plain ſuch Infants are 


' within the Covenant , and according to their capa- 


city to enjoy the Scals and Priviledges thereof. 

Q. But they are not capable of being baptized, be- 
cauſe they can at nothing iz: the Ordinance , nor cax 
they make a profeſſion of Faith and Repentance. 

A. Nor isfuch capacity needful ; for profeſſion 


gives NO right to Bapriſm, but as an evidence of Cove- 


nant-Intereſi : and their right to the Covenant, mani- 
feſted by their deſcent from ſuch Parentsisas good 2 
reaſon for their Baptiſm : and the fubjects of the 
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Q. But what is the intereſt of Infants in the Old Te- 
ſtament to us under the new ? 

A. Very much ; for whilſt we ſee they have been 
in Covenant; it will direc us to ſee a very clear re- 
verlal of their right, and plain limitation of the 
Covenant before we part with ſuch a birth right and 
priviledge; for common Tultice will not ſuffer us with- 
037 good warrant to change a Fee-farm to our ſelves 
and heirs, for a Leaſe for term of Life 3 and we 
need a clear reaſon to convert the Jews from the old 
Covenant, whereby they begot an holy ſeed to God, 
amo aſtraiter Covenant,thar provides for the Parent, 
bt leaves the child prophane, and eſtranged to God. 
The Enemies of our Baptiſm ,. cry for an expreſs 
command to baprife Infants ; but inſtead of ihewing 
any , we think we have good reaſon to ſay, we 4s 
ſuch Infaxts, have by along Tenure an intereſt in the 
Covenant; ſhew us a clear Goſpel Writ of Ejection, 
2: you think now to diſpoſleſs us. | 

. Q- But have you any good ground inthe New Teſta- 
ment , on which infants , as the natural iſſue of be- 
ieiving Parents may claim an intereſt in the Cove- 
nant © 

A. Yes, very much, when we conſider little ſuck- 
iag Babes brought in arms to be received by the Lord 
Jeſus tobe bleſſed by him , to be declared members 
of the Kingdom of Heaven , propounded as ſuch 
who ought to be received in his name , as his Diſct- 
ples, and not to be offended ; all which are the 
bleſſings of the Covenant : and that the Apoſtle 
affirms of the Gentiles inerafted in, as well as the Jews 
cat off, 19 Kom. 9, That if the firſt-fruits , ger 
the 
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the whole lump is holy ; if the root, then the branches 
are holy;and the branchesdo partake of the fatnets 
of the Olive : we muſt caſt away ovr reaſons if we 
ſee not Infants intereſt in the Covenant. 

Q. Buthave you not yet ſome plainer Scriptures to 
prove their Title? _. 

A. Yes, the Apoſtie doth expreſly ſay the Infants 
of one Chriſtian Parent is boly, 1 Cor. 7. 14. of real 
holineſs none underſtand it, and watural holineſs, 
taking away the blot of Baſtardy, ſuppoting Faith 
eſſential to Marriage,istoo ridiculous to be received ; 
it muſt needs then mean a federal holineſi by the ex- 
tent of the Covenant, and in the e{teem of the 
Church, in A4@s 2.38. the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, 
The promiſeistoyou , and to your children + This pro- 
miſe cannot be of extraordinary Gifts , becauſe it is 
extended to all that ſhall be called, nor is it to chil- 
dren whezs called, for that were not to them as ch1il- 
dren : the Holy Ghoſt doth not uſe to ſpeak wor: ſenſe, 
and expreſs perſonal qualifications by terms of relati- 
oz , but tels the believer, his childrey as bis chil- 
dren have a priviledge in the Covenant aHove other 
mens children 3 ſo that it is plain ſic Infants are 
within the Covenant , and according to their capa- 
City to enjoy the Scals and Priviſedges thereof. 

Q. But they are not capable of being baptized , be- 
cauſe they can aF nothing iz: the Ordinance , nor can 
they make a profeſſuon of Faith and Repentance. 

A. Nor is ſuch capacity needful ; for profeſſion 
gives no right to Bapriſm, but as an evidence of Cove- 
ant-Intereſi : and their right tothe Covenant, mani- 
feſted by their deſrert from ſuch Parents is as good 2 
reaſon for their Baptiſm : and the ſubjects of the 
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initiating Seal do not at any thing, asif God would 
thereby dictate , inability to aCion ſhall be no bar 
'to Baptiſm. 

' Q:. But thoſe we read of in Scripture that were bapti- 
zed were at grown years £ 

A. So were thoſe who were firſt eixcumeiſed; but 
that was occaſional and circumſtantial : The Church 
is founded ingrows Trees, but is to be edified by ix- 
fant branches. | 

Q. But their is no inſtitution for Infant Baptiſm. 

A. That Baptiſm is 7»ſtituted , cannot be deni- 
ed : Ageor Infancyare onely direCtions to whom to 
apply it ; and thereof the qualification of Covenant 
Txtereſi is according to Scripture the clear direction : 
Moreover Infants may be Diſciples, bearing on them 

_ the name of Chriſt, and are Aſewbers of Nations, 
and fo the Infitution , direting the baptizing of 
Diſcipled Nations. isto them extended. 

Q. But all you urge for infants baptiſm , is by way 
of infcrence and conſequence. 

A. Scripture-Inference is Gods Word, binding 
mans conſcience : it was the way of Chriſt his con- 
vincing the Sadduces of the Reſurrection 3 and of 
Pauls Preaching at pak and is your onely way to 
warrant womens Communion at the Lords Table, and 
(hall it not be of force to Infants Baptiſm 2? 

Q. What benefit do you receive by your baptiſm? 

A. Much, as Tam baptiſed, and enjoy that Ordi- 
nance of God; and much as I was baptized in infan- 
6 by the early enjoyment of it. 

Q. What is your benefit received by the Ordinance it 


felf? 
A. f\ 
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A. A fit qualification to draw nigh to God witt; 
confidence. 

Q; What do you mean by drawing nigh to God ? 

A. Not onely the poſleſſion of heavenly glory 
when Idye 3 which I deny not , but ſuch may enjoy 
whom the providence of God cuts off before they 
can be baptized : Nor onely the private and perſonal 
«Fs of the ſoul, which may be preſented. (though 
not with ſo much confidence) acceptably ro God 
beforea man can be baptized after his converſion ; 
- he not living in contempt or wiltul negle& of Bap- 
tiſm 3 but I meanan approach to God in the aſſemblies 
of his people, to worlhip before him, as a Member 
of his Church , and one of his peculiar people, to 
bear his name in the World ,, and of his . Rojal 
Prieſt-hood , to offer up acceptable Sacrifice , and 
and enjoy all his Ordinances; all which I do in afſu- 
rance, having my body waſhed with pure water. _ 

Q. Ts then Baptiſin the neceſſary qualification for ap- 


proach to God? 
A. Yes, it is fo neceſſarry that the unbaptized, 


may not appear inthe Aflemblies of his people : The 
way of Chriſt his appearance in his Church, as the 
Meſſiah, was prepared by Baptiſm 3 therefore John 
the promiſed Elias , iscalled Johz the Baptiſt. Bap- 

tiſm prepared Chriſt for his work of Mediatorſhip ; 
he neither prayed (that we read of ) nor was temp- 
ted, nor preached, not received the Teſtamony from 
Heaver till he was baptized'';” and if the head were 
thus ſanGified', muchmore niuſt the members : more- 
over Circumciſion did'fandifie ſuch as might come 
nigh to the Sanctuary 3 and baptiſm hath ſuccee- 
ded'in the room , fignifies and feals the ſame grace, 
| | * and 
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and in all things ſerve to the ſame end in the Chriſti- 
an Church, that Circumciffor did to the Jews. | 

Q. What is the uſe of Baptiſme , that it ſhould ſo 
qualifie with confidence in acceſs to God ? 

A. By baptiſm I am viſibly iztereſted iz Jeſus 
Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. incorporated into his Church. 
1 Cor. 12. 13. made a wember of the houſhold of 
faith, and Common wealth of Iſrael, conſecrated 
unto God, Epheſ. 5. 26. having holixzeſs ſtamped 
on my fi:th, being ſan@Fified by the waſhing of 
water by the word 3 And 3z Covenant with God, 
having the Seal of the promile , whereby God is 
become 22ize, and I am dedicated to be his. in 
faith and obedience to God , Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt : all which are clear grounds of Faith, 
to beimproved unto my encouragement in approach 
unto God 
| Q. Are all that are baptized partakers of theſe pri- 
viledges 

A. All that are baptized enjoy theſe priviledges 
Viſebly and Sacrawentally in the judgement of the 
Church, by whoſe juſt cenſure they may be depri- 
ved of them; but not Savixely. and Sincerely : for 
to ſome the 7zward grace, is with-held from Gods 
outward Ordinance, accordingito Gods holy purpoſe : 
And many not a@ing faith ta claim, loſe the privi- 
ledges Sealed : Baptiſm is in- its nature and efficacy 
the ſametoall, but by, xeaſen; of the, incapacity. of 
ſome 1t 1s not always a.likegffe@ral. : ons 

Q- What principles ox,px«Giges are ts be condemned 
& contrary to this uſe of beptifm?.. _ Sþ 

A. Many, as 1. Suchas diFateto the unbaptized 4 
liberty of acceſs to God 3, teaching that, baptiſm is.not 

: the 
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the ground of Communion with the Church viſible, but 
real grace , the anſwer of a goos conſcience, and there- 
on do tender all the Ordinances to the unbaptized, 
which is directly oppoſite to this uſe of- the Ordi- 
nance , and inverts the Order of the Goſpel, giving 
God cauſe to complain, as once in Iſrael, Ezek. 44. 7- 
Te have defiled my SanGuary , by admitting into my 
SanFuary the unbaptizedin fleſh and in ſpirit. 

Q. Who are further to be condemned as contrary to 
. - this conſecrating nature of Baptiſm £ | 

A. Such as difown their baptiſm , in drawing 
nightoGod 3 'as do lome Familiſts ; who deny all 
outward Ordinances and pretend ra ſerve God al- 
together in Spirit, as it divided wan could draw 
nigh to God, or the Lord would not be adored by 
the body he hath redeemed ; or true grace could admir 
a contempt of any divine Ocdin :nce:: Or the 44- 
baptiſls > who are ſoirrational as to renownce their 
baptiſm , becauſe recerved 152 Infancy , as if a cor- 
ruption in circumſtance (if this were one) had de- | 
ſtroyed the e{fence of the Ordinance ; but indeed 
they doic out of ignorance, or obſtinacy , deeming 
Gods inſtitution, Superſtition , and (o run into the 
ſin of $acriledge. 

Q. Ts the denial of Infants Baptiſm Sacriledee ? 

A.W hilſt it robs God of the children to him begotten, 
the Church of Members to her born , beleiving Pa- 
rents of a ground of faith , and reaſon of hope , and 
the Infants of their undoubted intereſt in the Covenant, 
I cannot bur judge it ſacriledge. | 

Q, Who elſe are to be blamed as repngnant to this 
conſecrating nature of Baptiſm ? 


 A.Such 
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and in all things ſerve to the ſame end in the Chriſti- 
an Church, that Circumciſion did to the Jews. | 

Q. What is the uſe of Baptiſmz , that it ſhould ſo 
qualifie with confidence in acceſs to God ? 

A. By baptiſm I am viſibly i#tereſted iz Fefus 
| Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. incorporated into his Church. 
1 Cor. 12. 13. made a member of the houſhold of 
faith, and Common wealth of Iſrael, conlecrated 
unto God, Epheſ. 5. 26. having holizeſs ſtamped 
on my fl-ſh, being ſan@ified by the waſhing of 
water by the word 5 And 3» Covenant with God, 
. having the Seal of the promiſe , whereby God is 
become 2:ime, and I am dedicated to be his, in 
faith and obedience to God , Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt : all which are clear grounds of Faith, 
to beimproveq unto my encouragement in approach 
unto God. 

Q. Are all that are . baptized partakers of theſe pri- 
viledges * | 

A. All that are baptized enjoy theſe priviledges 
Viſebly and Sacrawentally in the judgement of the 
Church, by whole juſt cenſure they maybe depri- 
vedof them; but not Savizely:and Sincerely : for 
to ſome the 3-ward grace, js. with-held from Gods 
outward Ordinance, according ito Gods holy purpoſe : 
And many not a&ing faith ts claim} loſe the privi- 
ledges Sealed : Baptiſm is in- its nature. and efficacy 
the ſazetoall, but by, reaſon; of the, incapacity. of 
ſome 1t 1s not always a.likegffe@ral. : | {1 yn 

Q- that principles cx,ps«Gigts are to be condemned 
#5 contrary to this uſe of beptiſon? vRY 

4A. Many, as 1. Suchas diFaze to the-unbaptized a 
liberty of acceſs to God 3 teaching that, baptiſm: is.not 
| | : the 
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the ground of Communion with the Church vilible, but 
real grace , the anſwer of a good conſcience, and there- 
on do tender all/the Ordinances to the unbaptized, 
which is directly oppoſite to this uſe of the Ordi- 
nance , and inverts the Order of the Goſpel, giving 
God cauſe to complain, as once in 1ſrael, Ezek. 44. 7- 
Te have defiled my SanGuary, by admitting inio my 
SanGuary the unbaptizedin fleſh and in ſpirit. 

Q. Who are further to becondemned as contrary to 
this conſecrating natare of Baptiſm £ 

A. Such as diſown their baptiſm , in drawing 
nightoGod 3 as do fome Familiſts ; who deny all 
outward Ordinances and pretend to ſerve God al- 
together in Spirit, as it! dizided wan could draw 
nigh to God, or the Lord would not be adored by 
the body he hath redeemed ; or true grace could admir 
a contempt of any divine Ocdin:nce:: Or the A4na- 
baptiſts > who are foirrational as to renounce their 
baptiſm , becauſe received in Tffancy , as if a cor- 
ruption in circamſtaxce (it this were one) had de- © 
ſtroyed the ellence of the Ordinance 3 but indecd 
they doir our of ignorance, or obſtinacy , deeming 
Gods inſtitution, Superſtition , and ſo run into the 
ſin of $acriledge. 

Q. Ts the denial of Infants Baptiſm Sacriledee ? 

AW hilſt it robs God of the children to him begotten, 
the Church of Members to her born , beleiving Pa- 
rents of aground of faith , and reaſon of hope , and 
the Tnfants of their undoubted intereſt in the Covenant, 
I cannot bur judge it ſacriledge. 

Q, Who elſe are to be blamed as repygnant to this 
conſecrating nature of Baptiſm ? 


A. Such 
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A. Such as diſregard baptiſme in its application to 
others; asdo Parents who pals over their Childrens 
baptiſm as'a Civil complement, and meer Formality 
to pleaſe Friends, but never compole themſelves to 
it as an ad of Religion, and Ordinance of God > pray 


not for a bleſſing on it, nor praiſe God for the bleſ- | 


ſing of it 3 nor inſtru their baptized children ix the 
benefit and uſe of it : and people who attend with ſome 
ſhew of reverence on other ordinances, but rudely 
rufh out of the Congregation when baptiſm is admint- 
fired , asif it were lome idleaGion; and as if the 
ſan@Tifying of « ſoul to God , the ſealing of the Cove- 
want, and admiſſionof a member into the Chureh 3 
were of no ule to them, nor worth their atten- 
dance. 

Q. Who elſe are to he blamed; as contrary to the na- 
tare of baptiſm? 

A. Such as diſeſteem their own baptiſm , neither 
improving it againſt ſin ; nor arguing tothemſelves the 
dnty or dignity of their baptiſjx 3 ſo as to make bap- 
tiſm an engagement againſt fin to holineſs and encon- 
regement of their Spirits iz holy duties. 

0 


Q. Whoelſe are tobe blamed as contrary ts the con- 


ſecrating nature of baptiſin © 


A. Such as deny the baptized the liberty of acceſs to 
God in the aſſemblies of his people 3, as do the Inde- 


pendents, who =” Cherches out of Churches 
Z 


rightly conſtituted ; and call the baptized in Church 
way, as if they were out of it, and preſcribe a 
Covenant of their own, whereby to admit Church- 
Members; and affeQ to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 


others baptized , by the term of Saints, Brethrey, - 


Church. 
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ehurch, and the like , and deny to commnnicate with 
thexzzas if baptiſmdid not incorporate into Chriſt his 
body, and prepare for commnnion with him in his Or- 
dinanCes, IH» . 

. Q. To what conrſe of life doth your baptiſm bind 
on £ 
y A. To depart from all iniquity; to devote my ſelf, 
wholly to the Faith and Service of one God, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt , to whom [am dedicated, and 
all my days todemean z4y ſelf as a member of Chriſt 
his Church , one in Coverart with God, on whom 
holineſs is ſtamped 3 and that is ſanCtified for approach 


to him. | 

Q. To#u ſpake of ſome benefit you reaped by your 
being baptized in infancy; #s the early enjoyment of 
this Ordinance of any advantage ? 

A. Yes, very much in many things tobe preferred 
before baptiſar of grown perſorrs , wherein it is more 
profitable. ; | 

Q. What is the firſt benefit of infant baptiſm ? 
4. Infant baptiſmexpreſſeth clearly the ſin of na- 
—zxre; and engageth againſt it :in that we are waſhed, 
it is evident we are xxclean 3 but being ſo ſoon bap: 
tized, doth witneſs our very nature is defiled ; for in- 
fancy did: never admitusto be ſtained with perſo- 
zal guilt as are men at years3 and ſo Infant baptiſm 
is an unanſwerable argument of our inbred corrup- 
tion againſt which we are bound to fight , being 
' baptized before it had ſpread it ſelf into a@ual 


fr. 


Q. What is the ſecond benefit of Tufant bap- 
Fiſm ? 


As It 
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A. It explaineth the method , and order of  iramnf 
witting the covenant, aud affeFeth ws with the be. 
nefit of Relation to a beleiving Parent ; | hat weare 
baptized ſpeaks us i: covenant; but that we are lo 
ſoon baptized before we baye in our ſelves any 'qua- 
lification for it, ſhews us as branches, we partake 
of the fatneſs of the Olive, and are of the ſame 
kind with our Parents: God hath graciouſly become 
the God of the belezver and his Seed, and made 
grace torun through zatures chennel, otherwiſe we 
| had never enjoyed this p, iviledge. 

Q. What is a third benefit of Infant baptiſm ? 

A. It enlargeth the bounds , and eſtabliſheth the be- 
ing of the Church. Baptiſm is.the band of union, and 
Ordinance of ingrafting into the Church : but 7rfant 
b.iptiſm doth ſcatter the holy ſeed, and ſend forth 
ſprouting branches, which Tucceed into the room of 
old periſhing ſtocks, doth. not -onely increate the 
number of the Churches Members, but defend- it 
from the waſhing annihilating breachesof time. ' 3 

Q. What is the fourth benefit of baptiſm ? 

A. It exciteth Repentance , repreſenting (in in its 
Root and (riginal , the pravity of nature. ; and its 
gracious objeF ,. the. God. of.our Fathers, and the 
wo of our youth, againſt whom we have offen- 
ded. = 

Q. #hat is the fifth benefit of Infant bapiſm? . 

A. It exforceth Faith , not onely in the {ealiyg, 
but alſo the extending of the Covenant tothe ſeed 
of beleivers, a ground. of Parental Prayer for poſte- 
rity, and ap early ſ{cizure of our ſouls, before . Satan 


cold poſſeſs us, or our own corrupt nature could be- 
tray us untohim. 


Q. #F hat 
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Q: What is the ſixth benefit of Infant baptiſm ? 

' A. It engageth duty; Parents to Chriſtian educati- 
on and InſtruGion of thole, who by their Autho- 
rity are dedicated to the ſervice of the true Cod; 
children to the obediexce of the God of their Fa- 
ther, and of their youth, who extended to them 
the Covenant , and ſoſoonſet the Seal of it intheir 
fleſh. | 

Q. What is the ſeventh benefit of Infant baptiſm ? 

A. It enconragethunder death, the knowledge of 
the Covenant extended unto beleivers and their 
ſeed , hath prepared young children unto Afartyr- 
dom; and interelt inthe Covenant can be the onely 
ground of hope to the Parents under the death of 
their infants, who are born the childrex of wrath, 
but by baptiſm are pur into the ark of ſalvation 
ſuch as let go this muſt cheat themſe]ves by a dream 
of Childrens immunny from all guilt, and fo can: 
not be damned : or a Popiſh Limbs Infantum , or 
ſome unuſual way of comfort the Scripture doth not 
warrant. 

Q. May not theſe benefitsredound to ſuch as are bap- 


tizedi wr years £ 
A. Ns in no wile, for ſuch ſee not the extent of 


the Covenant to beleivers and their ſeed ; nor the 
ſerviceableneſs of Relation natural in butinelles of ſal- 
- vation ; nor do. they enjoy the fame 5 and therefore 
it is our great happineſs, that weare not onely ou 
tized, but baptized in Tefancy , under all the a 
vantages that cither Ordinance or ſeaſon can afford 
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BAPTISME 


'VERTUE ad VALUE 


3Y z 
' DELIVERED | 
In a Summary Sermon art the cloſe of 


| the Catechetical Conſiderations of the: _ 
Doctrine of Baptiſm, at Boto/phs 
Aldgate, LONDON. 


TEXT. 


Heb. 10. ver. 22. (the laſt words) — And onr bodies 
waſhed with pure water. 


WPFIHE Author of this Epiſtle, intendinga' 
| 16 Confirmation. of :the Ehriſtianized 
*: 7 i Jews, in the faith they had received, 
gy and adminiſtration of the Goſpel, to 

— which they were ſubjeQed;dothaſlert 


LT 


\ JeſusChriſt $0 be the true Ueſſah's both in reſpedt 
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of Perſor, as he is Ged-mar-Megiator 3 and his 0ff:- - 
£e5,48 Prophet, Priefl and King, and oppoleth him un- 
to all thoſe Livitical Rites, whereby he was typified; 
nm declaring that the appearance 'of the' Sub. 

ance, put a period to all thoſe Shadowy Ceremo- ' 
nies whereby they had worſhipped God; and neceſfi- 
tated another manner of dates of Gods 
Covenant and Worſhip, fit to ſhew that the Meſſrah 
was come, and no longer to be expeFed. Which having 
by clear Demonſtrations confirmed in the 19. verſe 
of this Chapter , he enters upon the Application of 
this Doftrine, which he manageth by, 

1. Stating the principle proved , as granted and 
agreed on , verſe 19, 20> 21. Having therefore bre- 
thren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
Feſus.By a new axd living way which be hath conſecrated 
for us , throngh the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh: And 
having an High Prieſt over the Honſe of God. 

2. Special Inference of dury, v.22. Let us draw 
aneer with a true heart infull aſſurance of faith , having 
our heart ſprinckled from an evil conſcience » and 
our bodies waſhed with pure water. 

In the Inference weare to note two things, 

1. the Duty Inferred , Let us draw near. 

- 2. The dictated qualifications of ſuch as muſt 
draw near, and they are two, The heart ſprinckled 
from an evil coxſtience , the body waſhed with pure 
water. | a RI nt 

3. The dire&ted manner of 'drawſng nigh. to 
| _ » With a true heart , in the full aſſurance of 

aith. | 
5 T intend not a full conſideration ,” and there- 
fore ſhall not inſiſt *+on- a full Commet open.the 

| whole 
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whole'verſe, but confine my ſelf onely.to the words 
propounded ; and we ſee thepare the DiFated qua- 
lity of ſuch as are required to. draw.-nigh to: God up- 
on the account of the High Prieſt, and liberty of 
entrance into the holy place; and therefore is to be 
Gramatically Read,” 'Eparnopive ut; acauiirer GeTeX%- 
ws , we ſprinckled ,' and waſhed',, let us 'draw 
near, &*c.* and h@ein there is among Expolitors 
no difference : but the difficulty is inthe Interpre- 
tation of -the words 3' many-of our modern Expo- 
ſitors differing from the Antients in: "the. ſame! 3 the 
| laſt underſtanding the Sacrament of Baptiſm tobe the 
qualification here ſpoken of-; the forwer , * Exter- 
al San#ity, by way of alluſion unto Baprtiſin © 
The difference is not much ; for if all External 
Sanity be here intended , then Baptiſ#- Aand.uf 'the 
order of Sandctity be to' be obſerved: that: firſt; as 
_ It where External SanQity muſt begin , yet my judg- 
ment leads me tothe jnterpretationof the Antients, 
and ſuch later Expoſitors as follow 'their ſtepsz and. 
ſo I underſtand by the body waſhed with pure: wa= 
ter , the perſor Baptized or qualified by due ſubjei- 
on: tothe Sacrament of Baptiſm, and hereunto Iam 
guided, by the oppoſition of it , to the heart ſprinckled, 
which intends the real SanCtification of the whole 
man 3 andis fo interpreted in the 9. Chap. 14. verſe 
whilſt the waſhing of the body. ſignified External 
SanCtification , alwaysin uſe among the Jews, and'is 
ſouſed by the Apoſtle , Fph. 5. 26. SanGified- by the 
waſhing of water 3 as Expoſitors do agree , the. op» 
poſition inthis Text ſeems to me, to diſtinguiſh the: 
inward grace, and outward fign in dicating the: 


Goſpel order of acceſs to God ,' to :be-by Baptiſm of 
| B 2 water 


4 The vertue and Vale of Baptifm- 
water on the body; and bload, or Grace on the heart : 
and is the ſame with that in 1 Pet. 3. 21, Baptiſm thet 
mow is , ſaverus, notthe waſhing of water , but the 
anſwer of a good conſtience. | 

2. By theaccaſton of this quality , which ſeems to 
me to have been thepreventing an{wer of an objecti- 
on, that might well be propounded by the Jews 
thus, You have pat a peried to allGoly Rites, and laid all 
the adminiſtrations of the Covenant according to Mo- 
ſes in the fi. and tell us poſitively that they which 
. ferve the Tabernacle muſt nat eat at your Altar, 


(Heb. 13.10.) #or enjoy with you the Priviledges of 
Grace 3 wewell know God is a Holy God, and will 
be ſanGified in ſuch as approach unto: him 5 and 
the uncircumciſed in heart or in fleſh way mot come 
nigh unto him, Ezek. 44. 9. nor entcr into his ſan@&n- 
ary 5 what order or outward ordinance of ſandification 


3s ther: preſcribed in our-epproaches to Gad? To which 
the Apoſtle anſwereth inſtead of Circumciſion of 
heart and fleſh under the old, you muſt according to 
the direQion of the new Covenant and the Goſpel- 
worſhip, draw near to God with an heart fprinckled 
from an evil conſcience , and a body waſhed with pure 
water , which will be to you a ground of full aſſu- 
rance , which allthe Ceremoniesof the Law could 
not create unto you. | 

The words ſeem not to me to be at all ſtrained in-. 
to this ſence 3 but of their own ſelves by a genuine 
Interpretation, thus to ſpeak, that the outward Han 
and inward Grace of Baptiſte are the onely qualifica- 
tions of ſuch as will in full aſſurance of faith draw 
_ to God in Goſpel-adminiſtrations,and the privi- 
ledges of the New Covenant 3 | 
In 
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In this ſenſe and expoſition I ſtand not alone , for 
Aretius ſaith exprelly, Corpora Noſtra debent eſſe ablu- 
ta aqua pura, heceſt, Baptiſmo Chriſti debemus eſſe Ins - 
tiati : Onr bodies waſhed with pure waters that iz, we 
ought to be initiated by the Baptiſm of Chriſts appoint- 
auert. And Pareus laith, Tntelligimus nos intus ſan- 
geine & ſpiritu Chriſti pargari , foris quod Baptiſmo 
ablui corporibus:a@ Sacramentum enim Baptiſmi Apoſts- 
las reſpicere vidett ; Par. inloc. We underſland an 
inward ſprinkling of the conſcience with the blood and 
Spirit of Chriſt , and an outward waſhing the body by 
Baptiſm 3 for the Apoſile looks on Baptiſm. | 

The words thus explained , do plainly preſent to 
our obſervation, and conlideration, this point of 


Doctrine. 


Dot. Baptiſm , or waſhing of the body with pure 
water, is aſpecial qualificationthat fits us for cor- 
fident approach to God. 


 Inthe proſecution of this DoEtrive , T ſhall ex- 
plain , confirm, and apply it with all convenient 
brevity. 5 
In the explication we are to enquire what is Bap- 
tiſm ? - | 

2. What 'tis to approach to God with confi- 
dence? _. | | 

For the firſt, 1 ſhall nor ſtand upon the acceptati- 
ons of the word Baptiſm, nor trouble you with the 
various ſenſes in which 'tis uſed ; but taking it in its 
yulgar acceptation,as1t denominates a Gofpel Ordi- 
nance and eminent plece of Gods worſhip, you may 
receive of it this deſcription, | | 
| | Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm is a Solems and Religions application of was 
ter, by a lawful Miniſter,to a fit ſubje@ 3 tothe ſignifying 
of the blood of Chriſt, and its cleanſing property 3 and to 
the Sealing of the Covenant of Grace. w_ 
In this deſcription I will not trouble you with 
a logical diſtribution of it 3 into its parts but pro- 
pound theſe conclufions as helpful to your underſtan- 
Jing of 1t. | 
Concluſion 1. Water is the outward ſign, aud mat- 
ter of Baptiſm ; water and no other Element ; pure 
water without popiſh mixture, or Compotition with 
Oyl, Cream , Spittle, or the like : for this, and- 
this onely Element the Lord appointed; and his ap- 
pointment ſtamps on the uſe of it, Dignity and Autho- 
rity 3 and juſtly checks the curioſity of ſuch as are 
ſubjedttocontemn the fimplicity of the Element,and 
advance the dignity of the ordinance by their own 
dull, but daring inventions: and yet water being 
an Element , cooling heat, quenching thirſt., of 
common uſe, and eafte purchaſe , and cleanſing all 
filthineſs ; doth fitly repreſent unto our minds the 
cooling and refreſhing efficacy, the plenty and eaſte 
purchaſe , together with the purifying property 'of 
the blood of Chriſt. , w_— 
Concluſ. 2. 4 ſolemn and religions application of the 
water mſibe the form of Baptiſm ; 1 hat water be ap- 
plied to the Subje is the eſſential aft of Baptiſms 
the manner of its application, by dipping or ſprinck- 
lizg , is to be guided by diſcretion , and convenien-' 
cy 5 though we deny not dipping to have been uſed 
in the Primitive Churches, 1nthe hot Eaſtern Conn- 
tries , where with ſafety and conveniencie it might 
be uſed 3 and we grant (all other things concurring) 


dipping 
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dipping to be a lawful application of the water 3 yet 
it is not eſſentially andindiſpenſably zeceſary,. as the 
Anabaptiſtsdo too-zealouſly contend: burit is: both 
lawful and ſuffictent that the water be poured or - 

ſprinkled on the Subject; this hath been the allowed 
praQtife of the Church 3 and the word Baptize, ſg- 
nifying any kind of waſhing , by ſprinkling, pour- 

ingon, ordipping 3 and the meaſure ; or quan: 1- 
ty of water being no more cfſentiall tv Baptiſm then 
of Bread and Wine to the Lords Supper, will allow 
it 3 and the Holy Ghoſt mentioneth the blood of 
Chriſt as cleanſing , by ſprizkling ,, 1 Pet. I. 2. 
by way of alluſion to this Act in Baptiſm , as the 
analogy thereof : and itis more then probable that 

-Baptiſm in houſes, as was that of the Jaylors, A@. 
I6., 33. was adminiſtred by ſprinkling or pouring on, 
not by dipping 3 and the weaknels of children , and 
coldneſsof our climate is a juſt Reaſon for this man- 

.ner of Application 3 fo that either of theſe may be 
uſed without contention 
Water what way foever , wult be Solexnly and 
religiouſly applzed : 1n the holy form, and with the 

holy Rites which God hath appointed 3 and with 
none other , for every common waſhing or applica- 
tion'is not Ez ptz/m: but water conſecrated by the word 
of inſtitution and prayer 5 and asanad of worſhip to 

God, and argu ent of faith applied in the name (that 

is by the appointment , and to the dedication of the 
perſon baptiſed to faithin , and holy profeſſion) of 

Father, 80n and Holy Ghoſt 5 is the Sacrament of 

Baptiſm : fo that as the Apoſtle doth well” check the 
horrid prophaneneſs of tuch as deemed the com- 

mon Eating of Bread , and Drinking of ns 

| | E 
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be the Lords Supper, by declaring The Cap of bleſ- 
ſing which we bleſſe is the Communion of the blood 
of Chriſt, and the Bread which we breah is the Com- 
munion of the body of Chriſt, r Cor. 10. 16. there- 
by pointing unto the ſolemn and Religious Rites 
. *which muſt diſtinguiſh the Lords Supper from com- 
mon eating and drinking 3 fo the Solemn and Reli- 
gious Application of water diſtinguiſheth the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm from all other common waſh- 
in 


Concluſ: 3. Baptiſmze muſt be adminiftred by a law- 
fell Miniſter 5 this water may not be applied by 
every er any private hand 3 the Lord Jeſus hat 

joyned it in Commiſſion with teaching and diſcipline, 
ſo that ſuch only that have the Authority of the one 
have the Authority of the other 3 Baptiſm is on all 
hands agreed on to be an a& of office and Authority, 


and not to be given by men out of office ; it is « 
Seal which mult be ſtamped Cnot by a childiſh im- 
preſſion : but ) with Power and authority, to make it 
valid, a ground of faith, pleadable in prayer 3 ſo that 
the Baptiſm of women and private perſons. ( on 
what pretented neceflity ſoever it be) is wicked and 
prophane ; nay, in my judgement is void and wb, 
and not to be falved with a quod fieri on debuit fa- 
Gum valet , that unlawful things are valid when paſt 
and done 3 though I cannot with the Donatifts grant 
that the efficacy of the Ordinance depends on the 
dignity of the Adminiſtrator ; yet I cannot but be- 
lieve that the Authority of the Inſtitutor is eflential 
to every Goſpel-Ordinance to the Church, and muſt 
be found in every Adminiſtrator thereof 5 0rdaim 
ed Miniſters muſt give us Sacraments, I and _ 
t 
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- the Word too; if we will not be cheated of Sal- 
vation, and content our ſelyes with mock Ordinan- 
ces3 my muddy brains could never yet conceive the 

God of Order to make office and Authority eſſential 
to political tranſactions in Kingdoms and Common- 
wealths ; and yet to leave his Church in ſuch con- 
fuſion, that the- great Affairs of Salvation ſhall be 
diſpenſed by every common hand, as if*his care 
were more for the world then the Church. 3 which 
if it be, I will never go to the Houſe of God to 
behold the beauty of his Holineſs, which ſhines more 
brightly in the wide Wilderneſs. | 

Concluſ. 4. Baptiſme muſt be adminiſtred unto fit 
ſubjeFs + all Subjects ſute not the Ordinance 3 
Creatures inſenſible and irrational are incapable of 
the Grace of God, and theſe holy Adminiſtrations 
thereof; the baptizing of Bells, Churches, Fonts, 
ec. is a piece of Conlecration, neither preſcribed 
nor allowed in the New Teſtament 3 but to be 
damned as prophane and ſuperſtitious ; they muſt be 
the ſubjedts of Life and Reaſon that will lie in the 
leaſt Capacity of Grace and Holineſs, and ſuch are 
the Sors of men. ? 

Sons. of men are Subjes capable of Grace and 
Holinefs : but the ſpecial diſpenſations thereof in 
the Covenant of Grace, and its Seals, call for ſpe- 
cial qualifications 3 and therefore Baptiſm'may not 
be given to mer as men, and meerly the ſors of 
Adam, no, they muſt firſt be the ſeed of Abrahaz, 
Gen. 17. 13. for the Covenant of God muſt be in their 
fleſh, and by Preaching they mult be diſcipled into 
the Chriſtian Church, and ſee that the Promiſe zs to 
there and to their Children — they be Baptized, 

AT. 
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AB. 2. 38, 39. for Baptiſm muſt be the Seal of the 
righteouſneſs of faith , which we have being not yet 
Baptized, Rom. 4. 11. fo that the fit Subjects for 
Baptiſm muſt be not only Mex, but Federats, (i ch as 
Covenant with God, to whom the Promiſe may be 
judged to belong : they muſt be made Chriſtians, 
and lay hold on the Covenant of God, and then be 
Baptiſed 3 I could defire to drive out of your com- 
mon diſcourſe an ordinary term relating to Ba- 
ptiſm (viz. ſuch an one #s Chriſined ) if I did not 
| hope you well underſtand it : Baptiſm may Chriſtia- 
min dicere, declare and pronounce a man a Chriſtian-- 

but it doth not Chriſtiannm facere, make a Chriſtian 3 
if your Children be not made Chriſtians by the ex- 
tent of the Covenant to believers and their ſeed, bring 
them.not to me to be Baptized. Moſt curſedly pro- 
phane was the cruelty of the Spaniſh Papiſts in 
America, who with whips and ſcourgesdrove the 
unchriſtanized, untaught 7»dzaxs, to the Fonts to 
be Baptized ; for that Baptiſm belongs to none: but 
Chriſts Diſciples, and Covenant- People. 

- Baptiſm belongs to. al/ Chriſts Diſciples, and Gods 
Covenaxt-People : ſo that none of them may with- 
out fin, nay facriledge, be barred from Baptiſm 3 
and theſe are reſolved into two ranks,and known 
by two names in the Church ( viz. ) I»fidels comner- 
ted tothe faith, and the Infants of one or both Chri- 
. ſtian Parents : Theſe two are the orders into which 
Gods federates have been Ranked, ever fince 
Gods Covenant was eſtabliſhed, and his Church was 
eſtated, in dbraham, Tſaac, and Facob, and their 
ſeed: : 

| F "As 
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As to the firſt of theſe, they are on all hands 
conſented to, as fit and proper Subjecs:; - only our 
over-pious age hath ſtarted the query, How and 
when they muſt be judged converted to the faith ? 
which I muſt needs reſolve to be-by « profeſſion of 
ſaving faith , not the ſaving Profeſſwon of faith, and 
poſſeſſion of ſincere Grace 5 which the Congregating 
Anabaptitts call for: ſrzcere grace and ſaving Profeſſor 
mult be the ſouls care, and ground of joy 3 bur can- 
not be the ſign that ſhall guide the Church in giv-. 
-iog the Sacrament of. baptifm ; aſſoon as they pro- 
feſſed ts believe, Philip Preaching the things of God, 
and the name of Jeſs Chriſt, they were baptized both 
men and women, ACt.S8. 12. Philip required no more 
of the Eunuchin v. 37. And when [ bear Peter de- 
clared 8imz0x the Sorcerer to be after his baptiſm 
tn the Gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, as 
v. 23, I perceive they in whoſe company he was 
baptized yielded no more 3 and when I remember 
Anunanias and Saphira, Demas , ang other baptized 
perſons proved hypocrites and reprobates ; 1. can- 
not believe they poſſeſſed ſrrcere Grace, or made &# 
ſaving Profeſſion 3 though they profeſled ſaving 
Faith : I cannot yet turn Arminiar and believe 
true Grace, may be finally. and rotally loſt 3 and a. 
man may be a child of God to day, and a child of 
the Devil to morrow 3 1 have not faith enough to 
believe that when God made me a Miniſter, he 
made me 4 God, and endowed: me with the power 
and property of ſearching ihe heart : nor have I 
wit enough to conceive that. God making me a 
Steward of his Myſteries, preicribes to me as my 
guide the qualitication' of tubjects, which hes be- 

C: 2 '_ -. yond 
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yond fny knowledge. I believe the grofle enormi- -- 
ties of many baptized Saints ( as they call them- 
ſelves) hath convinced them, that true Grace is not 
within their fight, but they may and have baptized 
Hypocrites : why then do they call for that qualifi- 
_— God hath not direfted and they cannot diſ- 
cern : 

God hath made the tongue the trumpet of the 
heart, and I can better hope men will not play the 
bypocrite and make that utter an uncertain ſound, 
them I can know the ſincerity of their Grace. 

Though Infidels converted to the Faith be gene- 
rally reſolved within the Covenant , yet fince the 
days of Balthazar Pacimontanys ( who pretending 
to have derived his fancy from Lxther, conſtrained 
Luther to write againſt him in the year of our Lord, 
1527.) The Right of 7#fants to the Covenant of 
God, and conſequently their capacity for baptiſie 
hath been called in queſtion 3 and of late years 
hath met with moſt high and violent ( though 1r- 
rational and unſcriptural ) oppoſition : wherein I 
cannot but admire at the erroneous induſtry of the 
Antipedobatiſts, to curtail Gods Covenant ; cut off 
their ſeed from the priviledges of Grace 3 and caſt 
away their own reaſons, blinding their eyes againſt 
plain demonſtrations of Scripture, and the Antzenr 
enjoyments-of the Church, for which we muſt ſee 
better warrant before we ſtrike hands with'them, 
and. be of their uncharitable belief ; for if I know 
any thing of the method of Gods Covenant, or in 
the leaſt how to Reaſon from Scriptures, It is as clear 
as the Sun that the Infants of believing Parents, 


Gods Covenant People, whilſt Infants, and as their 
natural 
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#atural ſeed are Gods federates, and within his Co- 
venant, and fo fit Subje&s of baptiſm. | 

In political and all civil tranſactions of men, we 
find all the world over, that Covenants made from, 
or to parents, do uſually include-children as their 
children, {o that by that very relation, without any 
new formal contraqt, they claim Priviledges, and 
ſtand bound to duty 3 and when T conſider Gods 
way of dealihg in his Church, to be according to 
mans capacity, and humane method; I have-no 
ground on which to imagine that he hath inverted 
the*order, and cut off Relation in the conveighing 
of the priviledges of Grace, and conſtituting a 
peculiar People to himſelf; for Gods ſpecial dit- 
penſations do ordinarily run in the ſame Channe], 
though not with the ſame Latitude, that his Gene- 
ral Providences do : and then when God after the 
manner of men aſſumes to . himſelf a Kingdom, 
without doubt he confers Honours on, and looks 
for Loyalty from, his ſubjects, and their ſeed or off- 
ſpring, who as their ſeed are born heirs of ſuch 
Honour and Duty. 

Further in all the tranſaions of God with man 
ever fince he had a being 3 the Covenant of grace 
hath extended ro his ſeed, as his ſeed, without any 
perſonal qualification 3 all that know any thing o 
Gods dealing with Adam, know the Covenant of 
works was made to him for himlelf, and his ſeed as 
they were his natural ſeed he received privi- 
ledges for himſelf and them, and ſo he loft them 3 
and by one »2ans diſobedience we are all made ſinners; 
if this were Gods method in the Covenant of 


works, we mult have good reaſons to make us be- 
| leve 
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lieve it is altered in the extent and Adminitration 
of the Covenant of Grace : butnot to ſtand on ge- 
neral equity and demonſtrations, the Scripture doth 
by plain and clear inſtances in both old and hew Te- 
ſtanient , evidence the childre» of men under the 
Covenant of grace, to be alſo in Covenany, as 
they are their zatural iſſue: there is nothing plai- 
ner in Scripture then chat when the Covenant. 
of Grace was eſtabliſhed in Abraham , Iſaac , 
and Jacob, it was extended to their natural feed 3 
their children, as their chiidren even in infaxcy, and 
before they attained to any Perſonal qualificaticgs 
wereix Covenant , and the children of God : this is 
expreſſed in the very form of the Covenant, Ger. 17. 
7. 1willbea God unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thoe : 
This is evidenced by Circamciſion, the Seal of the Co- 
venant ſet in their fleſh on this very ground, and that 
at eight days old , whillt Infants, unable to any 
perlonal aCtsof 4brahams faith, 

It muſtneedsbe moſt groſs ignorance to ſay that 
Circumciſion Sealed to the natural i{lue of Abrahare, 
Tſaac and Facob the Land of Canaan and promiſe 
thereof , but not the Covenant of Grace ; whilſt the 
matter ſealed, and very ground on which every mans» 
child muſt be Circumciſed, is expreſly delared to be, 
P will be thy God, and the Godof thy ſeeds whillt the 
Holy Ghoſt tels us Circumciſion was the Seal. of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith , which 18 the Covenant of 
Grace, om. 4.11. and Circumciſion was ſet on the 
fleſh of the Proſelited Gentiles, who never claimed 
nor poſſeſſed by the vertue thereof , any. portion of 
Canary the land of Prowiſe , lo thatif this were the 
onely matter Sealed by Circumciſion, it did to them 
Seal 
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Sealablanck, and they had by it no benefit ; again, 
Gcd doth lay an eminent claimro the natural iſſue of 
the Jews, in their very apoſtacies from him , when 
he calls them out of Fg ypt,he doth it with an eſpecial 
claim , Jet my people go, Exod. 5. 1. when he chargeth 
them with duty , he enforces It with relation , ye 
are the children of the Lerd your God, Deut. 14. 1. 
when he chides their abominable [dolatry, he aggra- 
vates it by the ſac:iledge, owning his own Title, Thox 
haſt taken thy Sons and thy daughters which thou haſt 
born unto me, and ſacrificed, &c. Thou haſt ſlain 
my children, and delivered them to cauſe them to 
paſs through the fire, inEzek, 16. 20, 21. When he 
chaſtiſech them, he comes to them as a Father, Te 
children of Iſrael you onely have I known as mixe,there- 
fore I will vifit you for your iniquities, Amos.3. 1,2. 
and when he comes to deliver them from afflictions.* 
their fins provoke to continue ; the Covenant made 
with Abraham, Tſeac and Facob, is the onely cogent 
reaſon thereunto 3' this is pleaded as the prevalent 
argument and ground of faith in prayer, Exod. 32. 

14. Tſa. 64.9. And affectionately reſented by the 
Lord, Levit. 26. 42. Ezek. 16. 59, 60. I might deal 
with theeas thou haſt done when thou didſt deſpiſe the 
Oath in breaking the Covenant , nevertheleſs T will re- 
member my Covenant made with thee in the days of thy 
youth 3 when I conſider this carriage of God toward 

| Iſrael, according to the fleſh, [ cannot without blal- 

phemy , but think God to be more juſt then to lay 
ſuch a ſpecial claimTinder the ſeriesof his diſpenſati- 
on towards 7ſracl, if by his Covenant with their Fa- 
thers he had not a clear and unqueſtionable Title to 

the polterity - P's , 

| | 5 


16 The Yertue and Vaine of Baptiſm. 


It is to me a moſt ſenſeleſs and dull evaſion, to ſay 
that Iſ-ael were Gods people by right of Creation, as 
Wool, and Hemp , and Flux are his, whilſt he him- 
{ſelf tells us, he had choſex them to be a precions people 
unto hingſelf, above all people that are upon the earth, 
Deut. 14. 2. and you oxely have I known above all the 
families of the Earth: Amos 3. 2. Wheredoth God 
ſay of any Nation they are my people,7ſpaelexcept- 
_ ed; and is not the tranſmiſſion of the Covenant to 
the Gentiles, that which makes them who were not 
a people, to be the people of the living God ? and 
unto this1t may further be added that our Saviour 1n 
the very rejection of the Jews , when he declares 
them to be of their father the Devil, denieth them 
not to be the children of Aabrahaw (John 8.) nay, 
declareth them to be chi!drex in the Right to the 
grace he brought in © the World ; in compariſon of 
whom the Gentilesare called Dogs, 2/at. 15.26. Nay, 
and owns them as children of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, Aat.8. ir. And St. Paxl lamenting the re- 
jection of his Kinsfolk,aggravates their preſent mife- 
rie, by their paſt mercies, Reckoning up their privi- 
ledges Adoption,Glory,Covenants.Oracles, the giving of 
the Law,the Service of God. the promiſes,the fathers,aud 
coming of Chriſt concerning the fleſh ,( but nota word 
of Caraar, the great dreamed of Priviledge in Ana- 
baptiſt view) and determines theſe belonged notto 
Iſrael heirs of Abrahams faith , but to 1ſrael his kinſ- 
folk according to the fleſh, even the natural ifſue of 
Abraham, Tſaac,and Facob. E | 

By all this, and much more that hath been ſaid by 
others, and might be by me, it is more then mani- 
| feſt, that during the diſpenſations of the Govenanet 
under 
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under the Law, and to the Jews the children of Gods 
Covenant People, ever as their children, and without 
perſokal aFs of faith mere in Covenant with God, and 
ſubjeFs capalde of the initiating Seal thereof 3 and me- 
thinks under the Goſpel if { as undoubtedly it is) 
the Covenant be ſubſtantially the ſame, though mi- 
niſterjally different-: men ſhould have- more reaſon, 
then to releaſe ſuch ar priviledge, without a very 
plean and clear reverſal in the New Teſtament, and 
Ifmitation of the Covenant to adult and actual be- 
lievers 3 which my dimme fight could never je: 
read, nor dull brain conceive : and more juſtice to 
themſelves and Poſterity, then (if ic be at: their 
choice) to change a Fee-farm to themſelves and 
heirs for ever, for a Leaſe for a term of life, and 
meer perſonal title 3 ſure I am, my little honeſty 
would a& me with ſuch fooliſh ſelf love : more 
_ to the rejeFed Jew, who are yet the beloved 
God according to Eleftion for the Fathers ſake, 
Rom. 11.28, And in hope to be Re-planted into 
the Olive from which they were cut off; can we 
with any confidence court them to a new Covenant 
with ſtraiter terms ? ſhall we not earneſtly. emulate 
and highly provoke them to receive the Goſpel, .by 
bidding them to their loſſe ? will not ingenuity en- 
gage them thus to retort 2 Why do you perſwade me 
to turn Chriſtian? as I am a Jew TI beget children to 
the Lord, and bring forth an Holy ſeed 5 the Privi- 
ledges of the Covenant is entailed on me, and on my 
Natural iſſue, and therefore the Covenant of God is 
ſet on the fleſh of my child as ſoon as born 5 whereas if 
1 turn Chriſtian, 1 bring forth children of wrath, and 
beget children to the God of the World : T have indeed, 
| q "Wh 4 Perſo- 


E. 
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4 Perſonal right to the Covenant, and am provided 
for during my own life, but my children are turned into 
the wide world, to fink, or ſwwy, and ſhift for them- 
ſelves, without any ſpecial Divine Proteion 5 is not a 
poor pittance with perpetuity better then more large 
enjoyrwents with ſo ſhort a tenure £ never tell me of a 
better Teſtament on ſuch tickle terms : O the hopes ! 
the hopes of Exeland to tonvert the late inler 
Jews their new inhabitants ! by ſuch narrow and 
Honourable treaty, and tenders of Grace and Sal- 
vation. | 

Me thinks men calling themſelves Saints ſhould 
have more Religion then to reſirain the Grace God 
hath extended to themſelves and ſeed 3 and curtail 
the Covenant that by the New Teſtament is confer- 
red on the Believer and his iſſue natural, even as his 
child in infancy, and before he afts any Perſonal 
faith : when I conſider /jttle infaxts ſucking the 
breſts, and brought in armes, not able to go, r- 
ceived by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by bim bleſſed and 
pronounced with others of the like kind to be of he 
Kingdom of Heaven ; and proponnded not only 2s 
examples of meekneſs and humility, but as obje&s 
4 charity and obſervation, not to be offended, but aw- 
ully received becaufe: Chriſts name 'is placed on 
them, and they are made his diſciples, fo as that the 
receiving ſuch a little child muſt be deemed the 
receiving of Chriſt; and the offending one of theſe 
little ones, a dolor more dangerous ther a milſtone 
hanged abont his neck, and being caſt into the Sea; 

Mart. 18. 2,3, 4, 5, 6. Mark, 10. 14. Luk. 18.16. 
And when I conſider the Apoſtles poſition of that 
htitude of Sanity, not only to the Jeivs the natu- 
5, "E ral 
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ral branches , byt the Chriſtianized Gentiles acci- 
dental branches, wilde by nature, but ingrafted in, 
and partaking of the fatneſs of the Olive, plainly 
afirming of both, if the ff fruits were holy, ſo is the 
whole lump > if the root be holy, ſo is the branches, 
Rom. I1. 16. Hereby the was obſerve that from 
theſepriviledges, the natural branches were , and 
accidentally may be cut off. 

Laſtly, When I conſider the Apoſtles clear and 
ſerious reſolve to the caſe of confcience propoun- 
ded by the Corinthians , concerning their children 
born of an Infidel (not adulterous parent) elſe were 
Jour children anclean, but now are they holy, 1 Cor. 
7.14. The Anabaptiſt will not let us underſtand in 
this place Real holineſs, nor do we defire it 3 and 
until that they have made it to appear that faith 1s 
eſſential to marriage (which will put marriage in a 
good tendancy to a Sacrament,and pleaſe the Church 
of Rome) it 1s too ridiculous to underſtand a natural 
bolineſs,] mean Legitimacy and acquittance from the 
blot of Baſtardy, and thenl am conftrained to un- , 
derſtand a Feederal holineſsin the ex-entof the Co- 
venant and eſteem of the Church. Theſe things,l ſay, 
conſider'd,I muſt pluck up my reaſon by the very root 
if Ido not by undeniable conſequence conſtrain-my 
conſcience to beleive and preach this point of Do- 
arine, (viz.) 1# New-Teſflament times,under the Goſ- 
pel ad mtiniflration of the Covenant of Grace, the na- 
tural iſſue, or infants of beleivivg Parents are in Cove- 
nant with God , and usder the promiſes of Salvation. 
And when [look upon Peters incouragement to the 
converting Jews to beleive & be baptiſed;for the pro> 
miſe to you and tojour children,even toall that are afar 
D 2 oft, 


20 TheVertue andValue of Baptiſm. 
off , as many as the Lord our God ſhayld call , AQt.2. 
28, 39. I muſt renuunce my Grammer and little skill 
in reading plain Engliſh, with the leaſt of underſtan- 
ding, if To not read, Believing Jews and their chzl- 
dren, and alſo belsiving Gentiles and their children, have 
that intereſt in the promiſe that may be to them a ground 
of faith, and confer on them a Right to Baptiſm. gHAnd 
the Anabaptiſt gloſs that the promiſe was of extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt (for theſe are not ex- 
tended to all that are afar off when God doth call © 
them , nor created they any right to Baptiſm, for 
many time: they followed this Sacrament) or that 
children , when called to the faith of the Pareat, 
ſhould have the right to the promiſe (for that is to 
themas called, nor as children. And my mind is 
very foggy , Iam much out, if this term of Relation 
do not diate a priviledge and Propriety by vertue 
of relation which ch;ldren of ſuch parents as children 
fhould enjoy , above what childrex of other parents 
did or could enjoy) is too ſhort a Feſcue to make me 
read otherwiſe. . 

T hus then it doth fully and plainly appear, that un- 
der Old and New Teſtament adminiſtrations of the 
Covenant of Grace, the infants of believing parents 
are Federati within the Covenant , and ſo fit and 
proper ſubjects of Baptiſm to be Baptized. Nor is 
their incapacity of making a vocal profeſſion of 
faith any bar to their Baptiſin, for profeſſion ſimply 
creates no rite to Baptiſm, I never read the Devil 
was Baptized; and Ibeleiyethe Dipping Saints will 
not now baptize him 3 yet he really believed , and 
more then onodrofeſſed, That Jefus Chriſt was the 
Son of God. Profeſſion as an evidence of Covenant- 


intereſt, 
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intereft, was the Churches guide to Baptiſm - and 
vhe Scripture giving another demonſtration of Coye- 
nant-intereſt, viz. Decent from believing Parents 3 
that is alſo tobe regarded, and the one to be no bar 
to the other , but both in their place gives due 
direQion , who are foederates, and to be Bapti- 
zed. 

| Nor is the Argument of any more force becauſe 
the Scripture mentioneth wocal profeſſzon , and Bap- 
tiſme upon it, but paſſeth the other in ſilence 3 for 
occaſional and: circumſtantial aFions are no binding 
precedents, or univerſal dire&ion to the Church of 
God : the Church is founded in grows perſons, whoſe 
Covenant-intereſt can be known no otherwiſe but by 
vocal profeſſion ; but it may be ediftied by iafant- 
Branches , who by a courſe of nature partake of the 
fatneſsof the Olive having thebirth-right of the 
Covenant : thusit was with abraham and his iſſue, 
and ſo withus.' 2. Where the gezeral nature of the 
Covenant, with a long and particular exerciſe thereof 
doth diftate , there needs no particular explicite di- 
reFions: God in his wiſdom deſigning our right un- 
derſtanding and rational improvement of the Co- 
venant , and our reverend eſteem of the old Tefta- 
ment , in its uſe and neceſſity to the Chriſtian 
Church , reſpreſenting unto us the order of the ad- 
miniſtration of the Covenant and circumcifjon,refers 
us thither for direQtion concerning Baptiſm ; and we þ.. 
muſt needs in reaſon ſee that the change of a meer 
Rite or Ceremony under the continuation of the 
ſubſtance, and fame Covenant ; will never admit 
a change of the ſubjects to be ſealed. 


Laſt 
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Laſt of all , Infants inability to aFion is no bar toi 


their. baptiſm ; becauſe it voids not their intereſt ir 
the Covenant - and the Sacrament is ſuch wherein 
they are tobe meerly paſſive. When l[ obſerve God 
to_have appointed the Initiating Seal of Initiating 
grace, to be ſuch where men of the greateſt activity 
are altogether Paſſive ; he ſeems to ime to ſuggeſt 
theſe ſhall not at in their admiſhon into the Church, 
and receiving of my covenant ; that inabllity to 
action may be no bar or hindrance to ſuch as have no 
leſs intereſt in the covenant 3 and onely Covenant-in- 
tereſt({hall make capable of the Seal. 

Let not any Antipxdobaptiſt think to amaze us by 
cryiag , Why, Sir, on this ground infants may have 
a right tothe Lords Supper, for we ſay ſo tov; they 
have jas ad rem, though not jusiz re, their right is 
not denyed, though preſent incapacity hinders their 
10joyment. OT 

Theſe things conſidered, we mult tell the Anabap- 
tiſt, That infantsright to the covenant, and: enjoy- 


ment of the initiating Seal , having been continued'” % 


throughout the old World under the Law without 
the leaſt controul, and alſo under the Goſpel for 
more then 16co. years; without any General inter- 
rumption or the leaſtdiſturbance , until within this 
200, years, we muſt find better warrant to diveſt 
us of it , before we part withit 5 and our antiquity 
(on fo clear a Title) in the enjoyment, methinks 
ſhould be no mean arguvent to ingenuity 3; for we 
ſay in this caſe as Fephthah to the King of Ammon, 
Judges 11.26. When Iſrael dwelt in Heſhbon axd her 
towns , in Aroer and ber towns . and in all the Cities 
of Arnon three bundred years, why did ye not then re- 


cCOVEer 


a 


T he Vertue and Value of Baptiſm. 23 


cover them inthat ſpace 8 ſo whillt infantright to the 
Covenant, -and initiating Seal dwelt in Judea, and 
her towns , In 4ſaand her towns, and in all the 
cities of the Church of God, and the borders there- 
of 2000-years, why did you not recover them in that 
ſpace? ſurely now you may deſpair of ever doing ic; 
how much ſoever youu diſturbe our peace , we will 
neyer part with this priviledge. 

Conclul.'5. The ſegnifying of the blood of Chriſt with 
tseffeTs, and the ſealing of the Covenant of Grace is 
the end of Baptiſm 3 Baptiſm is both a ſign and Seal 
to excite our thoughts , and affe@ our mind with the 
'blood of Jeſus , and aſjzre our hearts of a right unto 
the Priviedges of the Covenant , fo as to argxe 
them to our ſoul az groundsof faith on which we are / 
to-urge God inprayer : herein it agreeth with other 
Sacraments, and in ſpecial circamciſion, into whoſe 
place and end it hath ſucceeded 3 in that it is a gn 
and Seal of the righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. 4. 11% 
And ſo the analogy between water in all its proper- 
ties , and the blood of Chriſt doth clearly hold, and 
the Scripture doth plainly attribute Rewiſſzor, SantFt- 

fication , Regeneration, and Salvation to the outward 
ſign or act of baptiſin, as the graces to be brought to 
our minds, and made ſure to our ſouls thereby 3 
Mark, 16. 16. A&s 2.39. Epheſe 5. 25. Titus 3. 3. 
I Pet. 3.2L. | 
Baptiſm is not onely a Seal from God to us as a 
ground of faith : but alſo fromus to God as a reaſon 
of duty : our ſubjeCtion to.it isan aftual confxdera- 
tion with God , that we will be called by his Name, 
live as his ſervants in all obedience to his will ; 10” 


that hereby we are bound to. beleive in Chrilt , and 
forſake, 
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forſake, nay fight againſt ſin: this the Apoſtle di- 
Qates when he demands of the Corinthians, direc- 
ing them to joynt advancement of Chriſt, ;zto whoſe 
. name were ye baptized ? 1 Cor. 1. 13. And Peter 
aggravates the Apoltalie of Chriſtians, nay non- 
proficiency in Grace with this, They have forgot they 
were waſhed from their old ſins, 2 Pet. 1.9, Baptiſm 
will be a monument of pertidy againſt profane Chri- 
ſtians to all Eternity, and aggravate their miſery : ſo 
that although baptiſm do not conveigh Grace opere 
operato, by the meer work, or by any Phyfical natu- 
' ral power that is in it ſelf, yet it is a moral inſtru- 
ment, by contemplation to be rationally improved 
to the affecting of our hearts with our own unclean- 
neſs, and the blood of Chriſt ; Gods mercy to us, 
and our duty to him :- nor !s it »udum rerun almeer 
ſign to excite our thoughts, but alſo a real Seal, Gods 
holy Ordinance, Creating to all baptiſed, a Right 
to the Covenant, by rational ads of faith to be ar- 
gued, to their own joy and duty, and pleaded to 
God in Prayer 5 ſo that theſe priviledges being not 
polleſſed by all baptized, fprings not from any de- 
fects in the Ordinance, but neglect in the fubjets : if 
men will not claim by a conferred title and viſible 
Seal, they deſervedly:lofe their intereſt. 7: the 
Here note that T have nor wit enough to conceive 
' that the -end of the Sacrament makes againſt Infant- 
baptiſze ; for Infants are capaple of 'Right though 
not of claime and poſſeſſion, and baptiſm is given 
as a ground, not effe# of Chriſtian claim 3 Iſee no 
reaſon why Infants may not be &ealed in the cradle, 
as well as Crowzed in the mothers belly; nor is there 
any furce in the confederation of the baptized, _ 
| leſs 
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leſs it 'muſt.needs be aftively and gannot be paſſtve- 
ly done 3 I conceive parental power in dedication to 
God , and the Soveraign natare of. the Covenant im- 
poſing on the party Sealed, the condition to be by 
him performed, at well as ſealing the comforts to be 
enjoyed, d-.th fully enforce the confederation of 
ſuch as are at preſent non-agents: {t_ will be a hard 
matter to make me believe that Gods condeſcenti- 
.on, hath loſt his authority any more in the Covenanc 
of Grace, then in the Covenant of Works ; or that 
Infants are not as capable of confederation by bap- 
tiſm, as they were by circumciſion. | 

I have done with the firſt thing, to ſhew you what 
baptiſm is, and now come to the {econd, to ſhew 
what is here meant by confident approach : 

Approach to God 7s the ad of a baptized ſont, and it 
is done either by the preception of faith, which is the 
evidence of things not ſeen, and ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. This is that perſonal and pri. 
vate aQt of the foul whereby it ſeeth and: ſaluterh 
.Ged at a diſtance, with ſighs and groans which can- 
not be uttered, and giveth an aſſent unto truth ap- 
prehended, which is or cannot be expreſſed 3 and 
hereby we deny not the zxbaptized , in extraor- 
dinary cauſes, where the body cannot be waſhed by 
pure water; as in an 7diaz Country remote from 
the Church, or in the Church, under a limited or- 
der and ſeaſon of baptifing , as it was in ſome 
Churches in:primitive times, when they bap-ized 
but twice in a year, may draw. nigh to God ; no 
doubt: but the Catechameni, ſuch as learned. their 
Catechiſm in order unto baptiſm, had ſweet” com- 
munion with God alone 5 whilft-they wanted Com- 
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munion with the Church 3 otherwiſe they had never . 
been able to endure Martyrdom. , 

2. Or by poſſeſſion of glory, when' the Soul depart- 
ing out of the body returns to God who gave it,and 
is received into Abraham's boſom, or eternal blifſe 
in the prefence of God for ever ; and this I deny 
not' may be, and doubt not is enjoyed by many #- 
baptized; I can neither with ſome Anabaptiſts grant 
that all that dye in infaxcy, and before ſtained with 
actual guilt are certaizly ſyved;l ſee no warrant forit, 
nor yet with the Papiſts do I think all thatdie w»bap- 
zed are damned : I believe baptiſm is 'neceflary by 
reaſon of Gods command, and as the ordinary Ark 
or means of ſalvation ; and fo the ſinful contempt 
or neglect of it to be damnable (though I will not 
determine God will charge it on the the helpleſs in- 
fant) yet I ſee not its neceſlity to be 1o abſolute, 
that providence ſuperſeding the Ordinance by un- 
{eaſonable death, ſets the ſoul under inevitable con- 
demnation 3 I have confidence to meet many an | 
uncircumciſed 7ſ7aelite in Heaven, who died before |. 
the eighth day of his age ; and if in any, in this | 
caſe God will have mercy and not Sacrifice. | 

3: Or by thepreſentation of duty; and performance 
of publick devoire in the Tabernacle of the Lord, 
going up with his Saints, worſhiping in his Sanctua- 
ry, and in the Aſſemblies of his People in all the 
parts of Gods Worſhip; this is an appearing before 
God in Sion: and a drawing nigh unto him in his holy 
place, not to be admitted to the wacircumciſed a- 
mong the Jews ; nor ##baptized among Chriſtians : 
this unto me ſeems to be the drawing nigh intended | 
in the Text, and 1s that I intend in the Dofrine - 
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(ois.): That the Levitical Rites being aboliſhed, and 
the way:of accefs:to God: is:now by Goſpel Ordi- 
nances 3- they that will uſe them, muſt begin: at bap- 
tiſes, and firſt have their bodies waſhed with pure WWa- 
ter, and be thereby made members of. the body or 
Church: of Chriſt; and be :conſecrated/ynto:'God 3 
without which ſuch as have: the charge of Gods Ho- 
ly things, mult keep them from intermedling with 
them. | | 

' Confidence is the adjund quality of this act of ap- 
proach to God, and ſtands oppoſite unto the trems- 

Llings, and deſpondency of the uncircumciſed Gentiles, 
who could expect no other but rejection and dilplea- 
ſure in their approach to God 3 for that they were 
aliens and ſtrangers to the Commonwealth of Iſrael, 
without God, and without hope in the Workd, Eph. 3. 
IT, 12. Poſitively forbidden approach to God and 
the uſe of his Holy things? Fzeh, 4.4.9. And to the 
terrors of the circumciſed Jews, who though admitted 
into Gods preſence, were yet kept at a diſtance, and 
might not enter the Holy of Holies in'their own per- 
ſons, but by their High Prieſt; but now ſuch was the 
priviledges of Belzevers, and the advantage of. bap- 
tiſee, that the baptized might not only enter the ſan- 
Ctuary, whence the wacircumciſed tvere iexcladed but 
alſo the Holy of Holies, not made with hands, but 
eternal in the Heavens : ſo that they who by bap- 

tiſm have their body wafhed in the outward fign, aud 
their hearts ſprinkled from ax evil Conſciexce , the 
inward Grace of this ordinance.are required to ſhake 
offall fears and doubts, and ro encourage themſelves 
to the enjoyment of all Ordinances, and diſcharges 

of all duties whereby they may walk with God, 
| E 2 and 
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and hold communion with him 3:for that they.are-the 
perſons fo qualified as that the Church muſt not only - 


' admit them to outward ads of worſhip, but alſo a 


liberty of inward adoration :(by the neareſt approach 
they can poſſibly make. to God) is their priviledge : 
to them 5s given full aſſurance of ready acceptance 
for the way is open to the holieſ#, the Yale is rent, 
the High-Prieſ# gone before, and the liberty left com- 
mon to all ſuch (though none but ſuch) as having 
their bearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and their 
bodies waſhed. with pure water do draw nigh to the 
ſame: both theſe are neceſſary qualifications :- for, 
an approach to God without an heart ſprizck/ed, mult 
needs be diffident , and full of doubts ; and without 
a body wefhed;dreadful and full of horrout.---. --- . 
The Text and Doctrine you hate had explained, 
and you ſee the point of Doctrine plainly aſlerting, 
That Baptiſm or the body waſhed with pure water, is the 
+ i qualification that muſt fit ns for an approach to 
Gods >:::,: ? SIS 200) a7 
The next thing. to be done is: to- prove the 
Dorine, andit isin it ſelf a truth ſo plain', that 
none that underſtand any thing of the :method of 
Goſpel-worſhip , and theneceſityof owitward acts, 
and body-qualficationsinapproaches toan holy God, 
but do ſubſcribe unto the truth of it. Indeed the late 
ſpiritual Chymiſts, who have by our late .overlarge 
liberty of conſcience, (I mean ſinful toleration,) 
had the boldneſs to blaſpheme all Gods holy ord1- 
nances, and under a pretence of ſpirituality , to 
nullifie all outward a&ts of worſhip a qualifications 
to duty, have denicd it: and thelate intruder into 
this place , hath openly decried the neceſlity of. this 
| | | qualiti- 
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qualification in acceſs to God, offering the- liberty 
* of Church Communion, and the priviledges of the 
Covenant toſuch as never paſſed under water -Bep- 
tiſe:, as if the order of the Goſpel were now. javer- 
ted, and Gods Ordinances not capable of prefina- 
tion; or the anſner of a good Sha a , real grace, 
were obvigusto every, eye that hath the charge of 
holy things, and is a Steward of the Miſteries of Sal- 
vation; I ſhall therefore briefly enforce this plain, 
and generally acknowledged truth with theſe com- 
wy known- obſervations 3 as the reaſons there- 
of. | Da 
Real. 1. Bapt {ex prepared the way of the Meſſiah, or 
Chriſt his appearance in, and approach to tbe Church : 
the qualificatigp. that fits the Church for Chriſt, his 
approach to her, fits the Church for approach to 
Chriſt or God ; for theſe are reciprocal, the; one 
g0es not without .a return of the other, and the 
ſame qualification-mult be in both 3 for thatholy Ma- 
jeſty is, preſent, Holineſs.is in the Aſſembly of the 
Saints, .when God comes to his people , as well as 
in Heaven when his people come to him : and all that 
will walk in this conſuming fire and meet this Meſſiah, 
and be made fit to: enjoy .him;,. muſt not onely have 
the heart ſprinckſed , but allo the bodywaſhed with 
pure water z Baptiſm is the ſanRification of the Peo- 
ple , direfted to prepare them for Gods appearance 
in. Mount Sion - the voice of the grand Herald crying 
inthe wilderneſs, prepare ye the way. of the Lord, makg 
bis paths ſtrait, Mat. 3. Reperit andbe _ : The 
Mace of Majeſty born by the Meſlenger of the Mel- 
fah to ſtrike aw in, and require ſubjetion from the 
expeQants of his coming, was the Baptiſez of amend- 
Not 30 | ment 
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vent” of life : The levelling Etigine that pulled down 
and made plain all monntainy and prond hearts that 
withftood the coming of Chriſt in his firſt' appea- 
rarice was Baptiſm : inſomuch that the Scribes and 
Phariſees who rejected the counfel of God againſt 
themſelves not being Baptized , areall allong bran- 
ded as Enemies, who would not have Chriſt reign 
overthem: ina word, the promiſed and propheſi- 
ed Elias , who wasto come before the Lord to pre- 
pare his way 3 is from his preparative work (which 
is plainly declared to have been Preaching and Bap- 
tizing) denominated Fehr the Baptiſt : and the way 
of the Lord thus prepared is proclaimed as a ground 
of confidence tothe Church, 1/2. 40. 3, 9, 11. So 
that if the way of the Meſſiah his appearance tmuſt 
be the way of the Chnrches approach to him + as it 
is evident 1t muſt, in that baptiſm .did not onely pre- 
cede, but alſo follows his appearance, for Johx the 
Baptiſidid not onely prepare for hiscoming, but ever 
fincebisaſſenſion his Miniſters'do go teach a#d Bap- 
tize into the Name of Father , Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt 3 Baptiſm hath ever been the Diſcipline fore, 
method of matriculation in his School 3 -and incor. 
poration into his body; and ſolemn conſecration 
unto colmmunion with him of all ſuch as were 
afar off , but are now zzade nigh , even the people of 
the living God-z their Baptiſe is the qualification that 
fits for a confident approachto God, without which 
we catnot be aſſured of acceptance. L 


| Real, 2. | Baptiſm prepared Feſus Chrift unto the 
work of Mediatorſhip - The way of acceſs to God 
isthe ſame for the people asprieſt ; for the Head-as 
| | Mem- 
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Members for the Church as for Chriſt -: the Mgdi- 
atouras Man muſt manifeſt himſelf holy in all things ; 
not onely in an immunity from all poſſitive acts of fin, 
but alſo a potitive performance of all duty ; he be- 
comesin all things obedient unto the Father ; lives 
in Communion with the Church, and is conform to 
all boly Ordinances ; proclaiming himſelf a mem- 
ber of the Church, before he propoſe himſelf a me- 
diator for , ortothe Church 3 heis Baptiſed becauſe 
It thus became him to fulfil af righteouſneſs, by his 
ſubjection to Ordinances, and thereby ſuiting him- 
ſelffor hiswork : he doth not onely ſhew bur ſancti- 
fie them to be the way of acceſs to the Father ; for 
he as our High-prieſt hath left open the ſame way of 
proach 3 and as the Captain hath marched in che 
ſame ſteps of Salvation in which we are to follow 
him 3 and we ſhall find him Baptized, andſo im- 
mediately entring on the exerciſe of his Mediator- 
ſhip: when (and not till then) he was Baptized, he 
-is ſolemnly inaugurated into his office , coming out of 
the water, the Spirit came vicibly on him, and the 
voice was heard, This js may beloved Son in whom T 
am well pleaſed , hear him. We never read of 
his praying , preaching , and combate with the 
Devil till he was Baptized , and no ſoozer was be 
Baptized , but as conſecrated to God, he Prayed, 
Luk, 3-21. as confirmed to the Combat , he was 
led immediately into the Wilderneſs to be» tempted. 
Mark 1. 12, And as one now compleatly fitted to 
tranſa&t the buſinefs of mans ſalvation, he Preached 
the Kingdom of God, Mat. 4. By all which the me- 
diator doth plainly dictate, that Ads of holineſs muſt 
' move in order, beginning at Baptiſm : and thar 
; Baptiſm 
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Biptiſm doth fit men toprayer , for tewptation, and 
allpublique acts of Religion; andif any will in-con- 
fidence of acceptance follow the mediator , they 
- muſt have their body firſt waſhed with pure water, 
and be by Baptiſmthereunto prepared. 


Real. 3. Circumciſion was the qualification of confi- 
dent approach to God under the old Covenant - And 
therefore Baptiſm having ſucceeded into the place, 
ſtanding in the: ſtead, and ſerving to the end for - 
which Circumciſion ſerved , muſt be fo under the 
new Covenant, The adminiſtration of the Cove- 
nant may be altered, but the Covenant it ſelf abides 
ſubſtantially, the ſame to the Church of God both 
in the Old and New Teſtament. Sacraments are per- 
manent and inſeparable adjunQs to the Covenant as 
grounds of Faith: and however the different ad- 
- miniſtration may cauſe a change in the Rite and out- 
ward Ceremony, in the matter applyed, or:form 
of application , yet is there no change'in' their uſe 
and fignification : but what was of old ſignified by | 
the Seals of the Covenant, the ſame is now ſignifi - 
ed by ſuch as have (ſucceeded into their place 3 
thus the Lords Supper ſupplyeth the room. of the Paſſ< 
over; and Baptiſm the room of Circumciſion 3 fothat 
whatever Circumciſion did confer on itsSubjects,' the 
ſame privHedges are by Baptiſm conferred on its Tub- 
jets. And Circumciſion was tothe Jews the Door of 
admiſſion into the Church , the Ceremony of Conſe- 
cration to ſuch as approach to the Lord; and the 
CharaFer of diſtin&ion on the people of the. living 
God;, and ſo the qualification that was unto them 
the ground of confidence inapproach to God ; hence * 

| *  Circumci- 
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Circumciſion and uncircumciſion are the diſtinguiſhing 
terms betweenthe Jews (the onely people related 
unto God) and the Gentiles (that. were afar off, 
without God, and without hope in:the world; Roz. 
2.26. Fpheſi 2. 11, 12.) and the approach of the 
uncircumciſed unto the Santuary.of God, isdeclared 
_ eto bea polluting , and prophaning of Gods Sanfu- 
ary, Ezeck, 44. 7,9. therefore fuch-are forbidden 
the leaſt approach to God 3 they may-not enter the 
SanQuary nor. obſerve the Lords Paſſeover, Exod. 
12. 48.  Nay', the. uncircumciſed muſt be cut off 
from the Lords people, Gen. 17. 14. And if a 
ſtranger will come nigh to God and: have a place in 
his 'Sanctuary , he muſt firſt.lay hold on. the Cove- 
nant of Godand be Circamciſed ; ſo that by Circum- 
{ſion Jews were agknowledged , and: Gentiles pro- 
ſelyted members of the Church, entituled to the 
Covenant , and entruſted with the liberty of acceſs 
to'God in. his SanQtuary. . » | OEELRD 
+: \That-Baptiſme is the Ordinance under the. new Te- 
ſtament anſwering unto Circamciſiox irr the Old, can 
any that obſerve the order-of the Goſpel,- the ceſſation: 
of Circumciſion, the-regular ſucceſſron of Baptiſm into 
its place , beletving! ſome''2nitiating Sedt: efſential to 
Goſpel adminifiration',. and: ſee none eſtabliſhed if 
Baptiſm be excluded 3; and find Baptiſmzin all things 
fully ferificant of what was ſignified by. Circumciſion, 
deny that baptiſm isſucceeded/into the room; ſerves 
to the end that Circumiſion did 3 andifo 'eohfers the 
farce priviledge of contidente:;' andrijs} Eſfentially 
neceſlary to fuch as approachto God'iniafts 6f: wor- 
: ſhip. > Unto ſuch'T wouldinfhort fay';; Did-Cirtmm- 
ciſon igcorporate into the; Church >itre (e'inor all 
| F Baptized 
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Baptized into one Body ? 1 Cor. 12, 13. did Circume- 
ciſion put the name of God on any? 'do not as many 
as are Baptiſed-put on Jeſus Chriſt ? Gal. 3. 27. 
Was Circumſion a fign of Regeneration , called the 
Circumciſion; of the heart ? Are not the Baptized 
buried with Chriſt iz Baptiſm ? Doth not the Apoltle 
in this very reſpeC note the agreement of theſe two 
diſtin , but not different Seals ? Col. 2. 11, 12. 
Did not Circumciſion Seal the Covenant of Grace, 7 
will be your God? is it not therefore called the Seal 
of the righteouſneſs by Faith ? 'Roze. 4; 11. Is not 
the propriety to the promiſe of Grace, Remiſtion and 
Salvation the very ground entituling and encouraging 
co-Baptiſee as the Seal-thereof 2 AF. 2. 38, 39. 1 And 
is-not this agreementſufficient todemonſtrare ; that 
Baptiſm is now what Circumciſionawas: of old to the 
Church? What if in ſome things theſe two Seals-do 
differ, is the difference ſo eſſential as to deny the ſuc- 
 cefſion of the one to the other ? It 1s: true, the. one 
was by. blood, the other by water; the one 1s to male 
and femal, both ſexes , the: other to males onely ; 
the one limited to the eighth day, the other left at 
liberty : but do theſe or-the like hinder either the 
one. or other from being Ordinances: of 1zcorpo- 
ration to the Church', 'Conſecration to: Ged , or 
Confirmation to our confidence in drawing nigh to 
God ? Willnot the differences be found as many and 
great betweenthe Paſſeover, and the Lords Supper, 
yet the accefiion-of the one to the other will not be 
denyed? Circumſtantial differences do: ſhew they 
are not the ſame in ſubſtance , and zzattey ,: but they 
muſt be eſſential diſagreements that ſhall deny a ſuc- 
ccfhion unto the ſame #ſe and exd. And if:Baptiſee. be 


not 
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not the ordinance: that ſupplyeth the rgom of Cip- 
cnmcifion , what doth 2 How isit called ? whenand 
wyere wasit inſtituted ?2 and who wereever conſe- 
crated by it , ſo as to have the boldneſs of acceſs to 
God ? Oris the:Church defective under the New 
Teſtament as to an initiating Seal 2. ſo that the holy 
things of God lye common, no viſible badge of 
holineſs is now to deſcribe them that may wich free- 
dom ule them. | | 

Moſt rude and ridiculous is that objected bar to 
this ſucceſſion that ſome Antipedobaptiſts have ur- 
gedand talked of among you, viz. Circumciſion was 
a National priviledge, and onely ſ:aled the promiſe 
of Canaan to the children of lirael., IF ſo, how 
then came itto be uſed before 1ſrael was a Nation ? 
and how came it to be uſed afterthe land was poſlſe(- 
ſed and the promiſe accompliſhed ,? Why doth 
Moſes mention the Covenant of, grace , 1 will be your 
God, as the ground and reaſon of; Circumciſion ? 
To what doth the Circamciſionof, heart fo frequent- 
ly mentioned.in Scripture allude 2. it is often joyned 
with the Circumciſion of fleſh; Whar was the benefit 
of Circumciſion to the proſclited Gentiles 2 We 
neverread that by the vertue of it they demanded, 
or the Jews divided to them any portion of the Land 
of Canaan: Andit will be an hard matter -to make 
me belelve it did to them Seal a Blank, for that I find 
it in Scripturre called, 4 layinghold oz the Covenant of 
God;and the Uncircumciſion are declared ſtrangers to 
the covenant, and without God,and without hope in 
the world. Why doth the Apoſtle define Circumciſion 
tothe Seal ofthe righteouſneſs of Faith ? I ſind this 
phraſe to denominate by Covenant of Grace and 

2 its 
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its Spiritual priviledges ; but that it ever denomina- 
red Earnaar , Or any National priviledges, I am yet 
robe informed: And the limitation of it unto the 
perſonal faith of Abrahams is fo inconfiltent to the- 
ſcope of the Text, abſurd in it ſelf ; and ſmels fo 
much of Popiſh Ballarmixe, that I cannot but avoid 
"I had almoſt ſaid abhor) it - But laſtly, I would 
Query whether the adverſaries of Circumciſronieal- 
ing the Covenant of Grace, did ever yet obſerve 
adjun@s ſeparable from a Covenant to bear the name of 
2 Covenant ? or did ever yet diſcern that the Land 
of Canaan was an g__ on the Covenant , but 
not of the eſſence of the Covenant, which if they 
well itudy, I doubt not but they will corre «heir 
!gnorance, and the errors thence ariſing ; and ſo 
withus conclude , That Circamciſion ſealed Spiritual 
priviledges to- the Jews, as Baptiſoz doth to Chri- 
itjansz and Baptiſe ſucceeding to its uſe and ends, 
muſt have the ſame ſubjets, and is now the ſpecial 
ground of confident approach to God. | | 
Real.'4. The nature and order of Baptiſm doth diſ- 

poſe unto « confident approach to God : Baptiſm is a 
Seal and the firſt Seal to the Covenant of Grace and 
Salvation , and fo isa ground of Faith , and an en- 
couragement in acceſstoGod:; Bntin the nature of 
Baptiſm three things do diſpoſe unto confidence in 
approach tothe Lord ; 

It 18 an Ordinance, 

i. Of Conjun@Gion to the Church. 

2. Conſecration to God. 

3. Confederation with God. 

And every one of theſe are Reaſons of boldneſs. 
in acceſs and aſſurance of acceptance, f HREL 
I, Bap- 
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I. Baptiſm is an Ordinance of conjun@&ion to the 
Church. The Church is Chriſts body, and every in- 
dividual Chriſtian is a member thereof,united by Bap= 
tiſzz as by Nerves and Sinews: none but the Church 
may come nigh unto God, in Zioz every one muſt 
appear before God : Chriſt is onely converſant with 
his Spouſe ; if the Gentiles will draw nigh to the 
God of Facob , they muſt joyn themſelves to iſrael. 
the people of the Lord + and all beletvers that will 
come nigh to God , muſt be added to the Church 3 
all the promiſes of God. are made to the Chugch 5 
and all the adminiſtrations of the Covenant are in 
and tothe Churchz Ex Eccleſia wulla Sala, ont of 
the Church no Salvation. They that will come nigh to 
God as his Children, muſt be the Daughters of $:0x3 
of the houſhold of Faith 3 and Common-wealth of 
Iſrael. To becaſt out of the Church, is to be de- 
barred of all Priviledges of grace, and delivered 
over to Satan 3 for that relation to the Church is 
the onely reaſon of every individual believers claim 
of promiſes and priviledges, and ground of confi- 
dence i all worſhipunto God ; and this relation is 
conferred by Baptiſm, 1 Cor. 12, 13 We are «ll 
baptized into one body , whether we be Jews or Greeks, 
bend. or free. Baptiſmis the onely badge of diſlin@ion 
to the Lords people : the wery door of admiſſron into 
the houſhold of Faith; the very. wethod of matricy» 
lation to Chriſt , his Diſciples 3 and avanner of ad- 
ding te the Church ſuch as ſhall. be ſaved ,' 4@. 2, 
41. Ina word , baptiſm is the band of nniox to all 
Gods ſervants, binding them to a conſtant adhe- 
rency ta. his Name, and joynt attendance =- his: 
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Worſhip ; and is the bar of diviſion from all others 
that are yet ſtrangers to the Covenant ; ſoas that 
until baptiſed they may not communicate of the 
holy things of God with the Church, nor come nigh 
with them to the Lord. In the primitive times of the 
Church the Catechumeniſts, who were preparing 
for Baptiſm , not having been yet Baptized, were 
ſent from Church Communion and holy priviledg s 
with the profane and penitentiaries by the cry of 
Sacra Sacris , holy things for holy men : but when 
by Baptiſm they were incorporated into the: Church 
then they continued in praer , breaking of bread, and 
every a& of Worſhip to God with confidence : fo that 
eill the Church appear our Aother welee no warrant 
to call God Father; his Children are no Vagrants 
in the high way and hedges, and when begotten by 
uncorruptible ſeed of the word ,, we were by Bap- 
tiſm placed inthe lap, and laid to the breits of che 
Church, then as her children we claim all the privi- 
ledges of the Covenant and come to the Throne of 
Grace with confidence; nor may any without a for- 
feiture of Baptiſze be judicially exacted by the 
Church , deny our relation and liberty of acceſs 
to God 3; I never yet could conceive any warranta- 
ble reaſon, to deny the liberty of acceſs'to the 
Lords Table, to ſuch baptiſed ſouls, whoſe -hor- 
rid prophaneneſs, and obſtinate ſpiritsdid not make 
them obnoxious to the cenſures of the Church, - 
ia-order to their excommunications and diſmem- 
bring from the body ; and certainly Circamciſien 
did not more firmly incorporate unto the Church un- 
der the Law,and confer a liberty of approach unto 
the Sanctuary,then Baptiſm doth under the Goſptl. 

| | 2. Bap- 
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2, Baptiſm is a» Ordinance of Conſecration unto 
God, God is a God of Holineſs and will be ſanctified 
inſuch as come unto him 3 none may appear before 
him in their prophaneneſs 3 the Maſs of Mankind is 
ſo prophaned with fin that men in common may not 
appear before God 3; ſuch as ſhall adore him muſt 
be adorned for him; and if they will hold commu- 
nion with him, they muſt be conſecrated to him ; 
God never comes nigh to Tſrael, but he firilt calls 
to have the people SanTified 5 nor comes the Meſſ;- 
ah before his Meſſenger had prepared his wag 3 Iſrael 
the onely Nation that holds communion with, and 
comes to God are called an holyNation 3 becauſe 
conſecrated by Circumcifion 3 hence Circumciſion 
ts the term and titleof a Sax#ified people 3 but un- 
circumciſion the Title and term that denominates the 
prophanations , that might not come nigh to God : 
It is Gods command that ſuch as were not firſt ſanQi- 
fied by Circamciſcon mult not tuuch the Paſſeovyer, 
and it 1sgivenin charge to the keepers of the Sanctue 
ary that the #zcircamciſed enter not into It to pullute 
it 3 unhallowed things much leſs unhallowed perſons, 
might not come nigh ro, God under the Law : the 
holineſs of God is the ſame under the Goſpel, and 
thereforeſuch as will come nigh unto him.muſt be 
conſecrated, for he will have acteptable Sacrifice to 
be offered by a choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, 
an holy Nation 3 1 Pet. 2. 5, 9. Men muſt be brought 

Out of the high-ways and hedges, and in, bis. houſe 
be cloathed with a Wedding garment, that with ;any 
confidence will expect a welcom to his Wedding 
Supper, Mat. 22. And the onely Ordinance, of Cor- 
$137 ſecratir 
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ſecration to God isBaptilm ; This is the badge of di- 
ſtinQion and bar of divifion between the holy and 
prophane ; if the Lord Jeſus will preſent his Church 
toGod, he SanTifieth it by the waſhing of Water 
throughthe Ford. Ephel. 5.26. And if ever we will 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, we muſt be born 
of the water and ſpirit : by baptiſm we are purified 
from the Corruptions that are in the world through Iſt, 
and ſolemnly dedicated unto the name of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt 3 hereby weare ſeparated from 
the World , and added to the Church 3; and the 
baptiſed continue together in the Apoſtles Doctrine 
in prayer, and breaking of bread, and all as of wors- 
ſhip 5 ſo that beingthus conſecrated , called out of 
the maſs of mankind, and conſtituted a peculiar and 
holy people to the Lord, Let ms draw nigh in fall 
aſſmrace , having our bodies wafhed with pure 
Water. 


3. Baptiſin zs ar Ordinance of Confederation with 
God 3 two cannot walk together except they be 
agreed; God'is a conſuming fire to man if he con- 
deſcend not to a Covenant,as aſkreen to prevent its 
ſcorching heat; 7 willbe your God and ye ſhall be my 
people, ts the onely argument of encouragement to 
Abrahamto walk with God, and aſſurance of Be- 
leivers acceptance with God ; guilty man cannot 
come nigh offended God without ſome aſſurance 
that wreth is appeaſed and God reconciled : none 
fince Adems fall can come nigh to God as a Creator 
and Redemption muſt be tranſmitted by a Cove- 
nant 3 and the Adminiſtrations of the Covenant-muſt 
be the onely pledge of aſſurance, and encourage- 

a ment 
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ment unto-acceſs to God-z: the Covenant 'of God 
with Levzisthe onely liberty of the Prieſts| entrance 
the #r:Fum SarForums the Covenant of 'Media» 
torſhip is the confidence of Jeſus Chriſt”, his jinter- 
ceſſion, and the Covenant of Circumciſion the T/ra- 
elies title to the Paſſeover and freedomof the: Sanqu- 
ary 3 and the Covenant of Baptiſza Chriſtiansright 
tothe Lords Table, and freedom of drawing nigh 
to God. | | 
The Baptized do. confaederate. with God ,: you 

have heard before thar.they.muſt be-federas?,: in 
Covenant, that are ſubjects of Baptiſm,: tbe promiſe 
is to you, 1s the ground and reaſon why any 1s bapti- 
zed. Baptiſm is the mutual ad of ſealing the Co» 
venant between God and the ſoul ;by this qutward 
ſign and pledge God aſlureth us he will be our God, 
pardon ourſin, ſubdue our corruptionsby the blood 
of Chriſt 3 and we anſwerable ſtipulate with Gud, 
that we will accept him to be our: Gad' in: Chriſt; we 
will be ealled by his name, and become. hisfervants, 
ſo that Baptiſt is an argument'-plteadable in-prayer 
for the remiſhon of ſin., and ſandtihcation'3 and an 
engagement unto duty , againft all impiety-to be 
urged under all temptation-;, as it js a Sacrament it 
isa reciprocal bond - between God and;the foul: 
when Paul would check the Corinthians: Schilm;,'.he 
doth it- by this query ,. were ze Baptiſed into the name 
" of Paul ? ; importing youare to;call: your iſelves by, 
his name with whom you.confxderated 1n:'Bapii{ont:: _ 
ſo that the .Baptiſed being Gods: federates: 5 the! 
Covenant being in their fleſh, they mult \needs* be; 
qualified with'confidence to come nigh-to God, ha- 


ving ſuch a ground of, faith; whereupon to claimthe; 
<q; G pro- 


«*F4 hk; 


42 TheVertue and Value of Baptiſm, 
promiſes as1s the Seals of the Covenant 5 the moft 
encouraging argument that eyer Gods people urged 
in acceſs to-God is, Lord remember thy Covenant 3 we 
are thy people. _ ; 

We ſee then, that if we will be guided in our' 
drawing nigh to God , by the way of Chriſt , his 
appearance to his Church, or approach to his Father as 
a Mzdiator, or if we obſerve the ſucceſſaor of Bap- 
tiſm to Circumciſion 5 or the nature of Baptiſm as 
an Ordinance of confederationwith God 5 conſecrati- 
0” toGod: conjuntion to the Church of God; we mutt 
needs be convinced that Baptiſm or the body waſhed 
with pure water is an eſpecial qualification that fits 
us for acceſs to God. And now we proceed to the 
Application of the Doctrine. | 


The firſt uſe then that we ſhould make- of this 
point 19 of Txfermation , and that teacheth: us this 
teflon, Babtiſes is an Ordinance of exceeding dignity 
and abſolute neceſſrty to be purſued,and highly prized 
by the pepple of God that will draw nigh untohim : 
for it is the eſpecial qualification that fits us with 
confidence to drawnigh unto him 3 as it is an Or- 
dinance of , It is the Obje&t of reverence, and 
ckteem , andindiſpenſably neceflary by reafon of 
Divine command ; not to be flighted by ſuch as pro- 
fels ſubjeion to him : but of much more value when- 
conſidered as the Ordinance of incorporation into - 
Chriſts body , martriculation into -the Houſhold of 
faith, and conſecrationunto an holy God , and ſoit 
doth not onely call for affection, eſteem , honour 
and reverence 3 but alſoit preſents it ſelf unto our 
reaſon, and impoſeth it felf on our conſcience , bo 
ule- 
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uſeful and indiſpenſably neceſſary ., whilſt it ap- 
pears not onely as anal? of worſhip , but Organ of 
grace, and inftrument of much good unto-the ſoul, 
the which though it doth not confer , opere operato, 
by meer application , as by any Phyſical power in 
it ſelf, yet it isa moral inſtrument @ffering matter 
tothe rational argumentations and diſcourſes of a 
beleiving ſoul, either to the encouragement of his 
faith , or enforcement of duty, and is by divine 
| Inſtitution Gods method and inſtrument whereby 
he hath graciouſly confirmed theſe priviledges, and 
 foitisneceflary not onely ratione precepti, a com- 
awanded duty: but allo medii,as a moral means to be 
managed by meditation and Divine method preſcri- 
bed by the Lord, as that whereby we may claim 
his promiſe and conclude a relation to, and fitneſs 
for communion with-him, and without which we 
cannot ordinarily expect his bleſſing , and be ac- 
counted his people 3 and what he doth in extraor- 
dinarycaſes, where he providentially ſuperſedeth 
an Ordinance , as by uxtimely death , and the like, 
doth no way abate the dignity, or abſtrat from the 
neceſſity of waſhing the body with pare water , by 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm z the conviction of this 
truth will call for a conſtant and reverent atten- 
dance on Baptiſm, and conſcientious uſe of it in 
all convenient opportunitie that God ſhall give us 3 
and check the contempt , and prophane neglect 
thereof that is not a little abounded (to our ſhame 
and with grief of heart be it ſpoken) in the midft 
of us - were men but rightly affeted with the na- 
ture of Baptiſm, they would ſee in jt beauty, and 


of it a great xeceſſity. Was not waſhing of thefleſh 
G 2 neceſlary, 
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neceflary , and the holy Garment' glorious in! 1ſrael 
becauſe they fitted for approach to God , and:en- 
trance into the holy place? if men were' but really 
convinced that the body waſhed with pure water was a 
ground of aſſurance, becauſe a qualification of acceſs 
to God; that 7" aq 1s the onely bard of union and 
dcor of adniſhon into the Church , rhe formal con- 
ſecration to the ſervice of the living God, what an 
eſteem of baptiſm mult needs voſleſs their hearts , 
and make them not content without , but carcful to 
purſue it ; as ſeeing into Gods preſence there is no 
approach to ſuch as are not ſanctified by the wafhing 
of water through the Word 2? but a prefling unto 
Gods Ordinances » not thus prepared , mult be a 
preſumption,noleſs then damnable ; nay how would 
the ſence of Baptiſm affect the heart with joy, whullt 
thereby we are made Members of Gods Church (an 
higher priviledge then the Coronation of a King) 
and made fit for the worſhip of an holy God 3; the 
ground of all alacrity and bojdnets in the uſe. of bis 
Ordinances 2 How muſt ſuch a ſoul ſay, what a happy 
condition am I now in, who through Grace have my 
bedy waſhed with pure water, and joyned to the 
houſhold of faith , and ſandified for the ſervice of 
that coruſuming fire and Holy God , whom to approach 
unto , its thegreateſt happineſs man can enjoy & whilſt 
others are a far off , debarred the Holy things of grace, 
and dare not intermedle with the holy things of God, 
#or draw nigh unto his holy place 3 1 come wi h freedom 
into his Sanduary, andclaim the libertyand priviledges 
thereof by vertne of Baptiſm , that covenant of God 
which is upon my fleſh , in this therefore 1 will rejoyce 
before the Lord. Nay , the ſenſe of Baptiſm as a qua- 
| lification 
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lification for acceſsto God., would ſet our hearts in- 
toa reverent uſe, and dreadful attendance on the 
adminiſtration of it to others 3 whilſt the Element 
is weak and ſimple, its_uſe and end muſt make it 
glorious and powerful 3 whilſt common waſhing is 
coutemptible, a bathing the fleſh at the door of. the 
Tabernacle in order to an entrance into the holy 
place, and appearance before God is dreadful 3 
though Wax and Parchmentr are poor and vile, baſe 
and common commodities , molt ſhopsafford Com- 
modities much higher prized, yet theſe ccnjoyned 
by the hand of Majeſty to make a Patent , -Deed, 
or Magna Charta to ſecure ſome grant, *priviledge, 
' or great revenue, 1s of much more worth and value, 
and received with more reverence and eſteem ; if 
we look on water , we lee it is an Element as low, as 
common , as mean in our <fteem, as ordinary in 
mens uſe 3 and this is ready to raiſe in our hearts 
contemptible thoughts, and make us ſay , what a 
btegerly Element and baſe Adminiſiration is this £ 
What profit can be in the Application of a few 
drops of water ? But when we {hall conſider that 
water Is applyed by vertue of Gods command , as 
a moſt ſacred Ordinance, to lignifie the blood of 
Chriſt, whereby we are cleanſed from all (in; to 
ſeal unto us the Covenant of Grace and all its pri- 
viledges of .Salvation 3 to ſet usin union with the 
Church , tothe enjoyment of all Goſpel Ordinan- 
ces; and Sandtifie usas a peculiar people , that may 
and muſt dzaw nigh.to God \in aſlurance of faith 3 
what luſtre doth there appear in the Ordinance ? 
what reverence doth then raiſe our ſpirits ? what 
high and honourable regard do we then {ee we ow 
unto 
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unto this common and conternptible a& of Baptiſm ? 
oh'what prayers for efficacy ' ? what praiſes for en- 
joyment ? ' what pleaſure inadminiftration ? muſt the 
conſecrating , qualifying and ſoul-encouraging afſu- 
ring nature of Baptiſm effeCt in all ſuch as are leri- 
oully affeted with Gods holineſs and the order of 
approach to him? unto all ſuch Baptiſm is no carnal 
beggerly and unprofitable Element, but a glorious, 
Spiritual, Evangelical Adminiſtration 'of exceeding 
_ 3 no Church complement and matter of 
indifferency that may or may not be uſed without any 
damage, but a compleat duty by reaſon of Divine 
command ind its own due nature , diſpoſing man 
into ſuch a devout relation to God , and ſo of indiſ- 
penſable neceſlity. 


Vſe 2. Is of Reproof, juſtly to blame that diſeſteen 
and diſregard ef Baptiſm: that is to be found awmon 
#55 Our age of liberty hath ſetus ſo looſe to Gol- 
pel Ordinances, that'many can be not onely con- 
tent without them , but alſo readily run into the 
contempt of them z how few in the mid(t of us un- 
derſtand the nature and ſeek the uſe of Baptiſm asa 
ground of faith , and Ordinance of Conſecration, and 
ſo of confident acceſs to God ? mens principles and 
pradtice doth proclaim their palpable ignorance of 
ſuch priviledges poſſeſſed by the body waſhed with pure 
water : How many (toour ſhame,and with grief be 
it ſpoken) douſe Baptiſm as a meer Church comple- 
ment , aud convenient Ceremony ? tothe content of 
their Wives , Kinsfo]k , Friends or Neighbours , 
bring their Children to be Baptiſed, withoutany awe 
of an Ordinance of God upon their Spirit ; or ap- 

R prehenſica 
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prehenſion of advantage to be by Baptiſm confer- 
red 3 ordeſign and intention of ſolemn dedication 
of their children to God , and his ſervice; and fo 
to have Gods name and covenant ſtamped upon their 
fleſh ? and them fitted for acceſs to God in the Aſ- 
ſemblies of his people ? hence it. is that they areat 
coſt and care for the civilities that attend the Bap- 
tiſm of their children , but as fo? the Solemmn praiſes 
of God, for the bleſſing of the Covenant , prayers 
for 4 bleſſangon an Ordinance , and careful i»ſtru#3- 
oz of their Baptized children in the confecrating 
nature of Baptiſm, the boldneſrit creates, and the 
duty of acceſs to God it impoleth , theſe come not 
into his thoughts, coſt him no care or pains, his 
friends gone, and work done , he thinks himſelf 
well rid of a piece of trouble., and purſues that 
days enjoyments tono more advantage - nay how 
many fit-ſo luke-warm in minds and affe&ions 
to Beptiſis , that they think it to be a meer Ceremo- 
ny , and matter of indifferency, f their body be 
" waſhed they are content , but they know no good it 
hathdone them ; and if it be ot waſhed they areas 
well pleaſed, they ſee nolofs they undergo by the 
want of it ? they can accompany with the baptized 
or unbaptiſed in the Aſſemblies of Gods people, 
and Adminiſtrations of grace ; they matter notan 
outward ceremony , but look after the inward and 
hidden man of the heart; trae axd real Grace with- 
ont any outward Ordinance, (hall be the ground of 
their communion 3. they lay , Circumciſion or Uncir- 
onmciſion avails not to them 3 mult 1t not be con- 
cluded that theſe men yet need to be informed in 
the firft rudiments of the DofFriae of God, even 


the 
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- the Do@rine of Baptiſm? and to ' be convinced 


that the body waſhed with pure ' water , isthe qualifi- 
cation preſcribed by a-glorious God , to conſecrate 
ſuch as with confidence approach before him ?. and 
ſo the' contempt of it muſt, needs. be prophane 
and dangerous ; :Nay ,/t00 many inthe. midſt of us; 
oper; their black mouths, and give their. blaſphe- 
mous tongues the liberty of decrying and vilifying this 
Holy Ordinance;,- enveighing againſt it as a carnal, 
baſe, beggerly Element, and Excrementious Ordi- 
#ance , an Antichriſtian Idol, and piece of abomi- 
nation; {o horribly prophane and impudent do im- 
poſtors grow by liberty, that they will outface God, 
and ſpeak'blaſphemouſly:of Divine Inſtitution, and 
the appointed order-of. acceſsto God in ttheafſem- 
blies of his: people.” Nay-, what ſhall we ſay to 
the rude receſſzon of people from the application of 
baptiſm to others ? or. their irreverent. attendance on 
it , asif it concerned not them, or were no part of 
Gods Worſhip 2 and of. thoſe eminent pretenders 
unto Saint-ſhip, who'.diſown the relation of men * 


' Baptized to God, and themſelves (as the people of 


God) ſtanding at a diſtance from the conſecrated to 
the Lords ſervice , - as if profaze rand altogether 
ſtrangers to the. Covenant ?.and many other pro- | 
fane carriages that are inſuitable toſo holy an Or- 
dinance 5 But Gezeralia.nox pungunt ; not to confine 
my lelf to Generals, which will hardly reach the 
beart:and-confciences... Sive.me leave to take no- 
tice of thoſe principles and: praCtiſes that are incon- 
ſiſtent with this holy uſe:and nature of Baptiſze, and 
do indeed profanly militate againſt this Doctrine that. 
teacheth you," That Baptiſm, or the body waſhed with 
| | pure 
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pure water, is the eſpecial qualification of confidence in 
approach to God in the Aemblies of his people + and 
I ſhall Rank them into this order, and make them 
know by theſe names: 

They are ſuch who, | 

| I. Di@ate to the unbaptiſed a ler of acceſt ko 
God. 

2, Diſown 2nd decline their Faptifen in their ap- 
proaches ; to God. 

3- Diſregard Baptiſe adminiſtred to others. 

4+ ' Diſeſteem the priviledges conferred by PBap- 
LEE 
| wm Declare not to therrs baptiſed; the aignity ard duty 
of Baptiſm. | 

6. Deny the Baptiſed theliberty of acceſs to God in 
the aſſem lies of his people , and nſe of bis Ordi- 
mancer. 
, Unto edctiof theſe this DoGrine'doth fpeak re- 
roof .and' blamie ,* as we ſhall 'note' in the particu- 
pr confi deration of therh. And 


| Firſt, If the waſhing of the- body with pure wa- 
ter, or baptiſm, be the eſpecia} qualificatron of con- 
fident approach ro God in the alfemblies of his peo- 
ple, then generally are they to blame , who do 
DiFate to the wnbaptifed a liberty of acceſs. tg God. 
Many in this Remiſfe age of ours, cant make baptiſne 
a mitter of no'moment'in\ their Commemion ; 3 they 
can' hold Communion with beptiſed or  unhaptifſed, 
and cry out , Circumciſion or uncircumciſion ts fo 
them nothing 3 as if this Ordinance of baptiſz were 
rendred indifferent asthe nullified' Ordinance of tHr- 
ume fo. And they themſelves complain of rigor 
| and 
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and ſeverity in ſuch as impoſe Baptiſae as the ground 
of communion in the Church , and decline the admi- 
niſtration of holy things to the wnbaptiſed 3 thele 
call for inward grace, the anſwer of 4 good conſcience » 
Real leve to Jeſus Chrift, and then they care not. 
whether they ever paſs under the outward Ordi- 
nance or be baptized: And herein the luke-warm- 
neſsof private men is not ſo much tobe blamed, for 
that the leaders of the people cauſe them to erre 3 
ſome that ſtand in the midſt of you as. guides, and 
profeſs themſelves Miniſters & Jeſus Chriſt, and 
teachers of the truth, have not been affraid (if [ 
may not ſay aſhamed) poſitively to affirm , and (in 
this Pulpic ) plainly to teach as the very mind of 
God, That Baptifa is not the ground of Church 

7. 8. Communiox , but real grace, the anſwer of 4 
good Conſcience, by the ReſurreFion of Chriſt 
fromthe dead: and therefore did offer and affirm, 
That although a man were altogether ignorant of the 
Dotrine of Baptiſm , and had never paſſed under that 
ontward Ordinance , yet he could own him as a member 
of the Church, hold communion with him , and admit 
him to all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt 3, and much 
to this purpoſe , which ſtands in a dire contradiai- 
on to thistruth , and declared uſe of Baptiſm. For 
if it be the qualification of acceſs to God, the door 
of admiſſion into the Aſſemblies of Gods people, 
and way of conſecration unto Communion in the 
holy things of God : muft it not needs be -profane- 
zeſ7 to adminiſter the holy things of God to ſuch as 
are not thus qualified ? and preſumption to invite 
ſuch unto the participation. of then? ? But a little 
to expoſtulate with the aſſerters of this Baptiſzs-ſub- 
| verting 
\ 
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verting notion - Will God. be worſhipped by out- 
ward ordinances ? and muſt theſe Ordinances be 
enjoyed in order , ſome preparing for participati- 
onto others? Is Baptiſm the firſt Ordinance of the 
Goſpel ? Initiating Seal of the Covenant ? Door 
of admiſſion into the Church? and Method of Ma- 
* triculationinto the houſhold of Faith ; and way of 
conſecration unto Communion with God and his 
people? Is it r.ot reckoned among the firſt principles 
of the word of God, tobe learned by all Diſciples 
entred into Chriſts *chool? and ifſo, muſt it not be 
horrid profaneneſsto decry the knowledge of Bap- 
tiſm and its Doctrine ? To expoſe communion with 
God and his people to common hands never ſandi- 
fied, and by body waſhing ſeparated from the heap 
of mankind ; on whom Baptiſz never ſtamped holi- 
neſs 2 and mu impiety to fling open the door of 
Gods Houſe, that Dogs and Swine may enter at 
pleaſure, there being no baptiſmal badgeof diſtinCti- 
. on between them and the children of God? Is it 
not great prodigality to offer the priviledges of the 
Covenant toevery hand , not having any ſealed in- 
tereſt whereonto claim? Isit not grievouspreſump- 
tion todecline the directed order of the Goſpel, and 
diſpence the holy things of God in a way and method 
contrary to that whereby Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
either enjoyned or adminiſtred them? Maft not this 
needs be Superſtition , Will-worſhip , alaying waſt 
Divine direCtions, and running - from the Rule of 
Scripture, and due method of holy things ? Muſt not 
. God in his jealouſie needs ariſe and ſay toſuch Mini- 
ſtersasto the Keepers of the Sanctuary , Ezek:44-7- 


Tor have enough of all abomonations , ſeeing ye 'bave 
H 2 broneht 
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brought into my houſe the unbaptiſed in and in 
ſpirit. 'To wine end do tele wn __ , of 
urge any to be baptized'; Inthis aſferrion bapriſm is 
proclaimed a matter of indifferency, nay, a meer 
nullity, an ation of noadvantage, adminiſtred to 
no end : for if it confer noc outward priviledges.it 
will never ' conveigh inward grace. And thus the 
inſtitutions of the Lord Jeſus ſtands charged with 
folly and vanity,, and the Ordinances of the Goſpel 
are made complements, and bootleſs Ceremonies; 
but rather the ſpirit of ſeduQtion is evidenced to be 
prophane, -notorioufly wicked, willingly withſtand- 
ing Divine-Order, and in thename of God expoling 
the holy God to irreverent, rude approaches, and 
his Seals and fandifying Ordinance to ſcorn and con- 
tempt. 

Nor isthis guilt thus charged in the leaft extenua- 
ted by the qualification required and propounded as 
the ground of Communion ; viz. Real Grace, the 
anſwer of a good conſtience,by the ReſurreFion of Chri 
from —_ ; for RR found this TN 
tn <ctipture as the! ground of Church Compmuniox 3 
nor is it diſcernable by' every eye of every common 
beleiver, whoare to ſee ſuch ſanftified unto God, 
to whom they do joyn themſelves 3 Nay, the very 
Stewards of the myſteries of God have not that Spirit 
of infallible diſcerning the trath of grace : Groſs 
Hyrocrites havebeen by the very Apoſtles of Jeſus 
Chriſt baptized and admitted into the Church : and 
ſo will be by all that adminiſter holy things, for 
Hypocrites void of true Grace, muſt be found inthe 

- Church, « hen the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come to 
Judgment. And 'if it eould be known: yet = 
woat 


The Vertue and Value of Baptiſm. 57 
what anthority is frwerd Grace divided: from the 
outward ordinance, and oppoſed thereunto 2 i'Thofe 
things which God hath joyned together, ſhall any 
man dare to divide aſunder ? and can true grace 
conſiſt with ignorance of the Doctrine of Baptiſm, 
and neglef and contempt of the leaſt Ordinance of 
Jeſus Chriſt , and inverlionof the order of the Goſ- 
pel? But isnot this moſt graceleſs Chymiſtry ſo to 
ſpiritualize Goſpel diſpenſation as to deifie every 
Miniſter that hath the charge of the Sanctuary ? Nay, 
every beleiver that .muſt hold communion in:the Or- 
dinancesof the Goſpel, by making. them Sexrchers 
of the heart , and infallible diſcerners of Real grace, 
the ground of Church communion , and to juſtle 
-out the waſhing of the body which God hath made 
the ground of confidencein acceſs to him in*the'a(- 
ſemblies of his people. PSfÞ1 


Secondly , The ſecond ſort to bereproved-as evti- 
tradicory to this conſecrating', faith-encourtging 
Ordinanceof waſhing the body with pure water ," are 
ſuch as Diſownaxd decline Baptiſni, in their drawing 
wigh to Godin the aſſemblies of bis people + Like Prieſt, 
like people 3 if - men-that-: call themſelves Miri- 
.ſters and Teachers ſhall with black mouths blaſphe me 
Baptiſm , it cannot but meet wirh- people that ſhall 
profane, contemn , and caſt off that holy Ordi- 
nance. If Teachers fhall dare inthe Name of the 
Lord to declare, 'That water-baptifſms 35 199 the grownd 
of communion with the 'Charch- viſible 5'no 'maryel 
if men doflight Baptiſm inſecking fuch communion 5; 
nay, it'were a marvel if foitie ſhould not finfully 
reject and renounce it 5 - for he is a mean man 
j that 


\ 


God ſtand oppoſite one tothe other, and. not conliſt- 
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that drawethinot ſome'clients after him : Arethgre 


not* many:in/ thei midſt of us that make their. way. to * 


God by rerowncing their Baptiſm , when once their 
fancy doth but dictateto them a vanity in that out- 
ward Ordinance, and their tongues are filled with 
villifying' invectives , calling it beggarly Element, car- 


nal ordinance , ontward and. groundleſs ceremony, 


badge of Antichriſt, Superſtitious adminiſtration 3 
their hearts are as full of joy as they can hold , now 
they are full of courage , can come with freedom 
and full aſſurance to God., being , as they pretend 
baptiſed with the Spirit and. Fire 3 now they boldly 


' joyn themſelves to that aſſembly they call the Church 
of God , and deſpiſing all outward Ordinances, their 
formal admiſſion muſt be by a full rewnunciation of their 
baptiſm and. all carnal aCts of worſhip (as they phraſe 


it) that they may ſerve God 1a Spirit. 
T his generation of men muſt needs appear moſt 
grolly ignorant or greatly deluded as to the method 


of approach to God-,, 'and manner of worſhip to be 


done unto him. Unto them, I would demand,If they 


be guided by Scripture direRions (not Enthuſiaſmes, 
and pretend Inſpirations) . whether Scripture. doth 


.not declare That divided wan muſt make 19 approach 


to God 2? the Spirit of allfleſh will be adored with 
outward Actsof, worfhip which he himſelf hath ap- 


pointed. Hath God commanded baptiſm to. no 


uſe or end? May bodies not conſecrated come nigh to 


| holy preſence? ,Muſt, not the Lords immediate. at- 


tendants.be diſtinguiſhed: from theireſt of the.world 
by ſome Livery that is obvious and to be ſeen by eve- 
ry eye ? Can the Spirit and ſacred Ordinances of 


Ent 
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ent each with other ? And muſt fincere: grace ſhare 
ſtakes with God , giving man the body and, God the 
Spirit 2 The Devil may be content with the half of 
man, for he well knows by that mean he doth poſleſs 
the whole, for God will have all or none : They 
that will draw nigh to his Sanctuary muſt love hime 
with all their might , heart, ſoul, and ſtrength : they 
.that will wait on him , muſt worſhip him in Body and 
Spirit 3 They that walk as the redeemed of Chrilt, 
muſt glorifie him with ſoul and body, which istheir rea- 
ſonable Sacrifice, Rom. 12.1. For both were bonght 
with & price, 1 Cor.6, 20. God will part with no 
part of his purchaſe, and hath therefore preſcribed 
outward atts of adoration to be bodily performed in 
the ſincerity of Spirit , and appointed the waſhing of 
the body with pure water to conſecrate and ſtamp ho- 
lineſs on the outward man, as well as/the ſprinck- 
ling of the heart forthe inward. The exerciſe of the 
body in the ou ward Acts of worſhip without the 
Spirit , 1s plain Hypocriſie 3 and the exerciſe of the 
Spirit without the bodies ſubjecion to outward Or- 
dinances, #s poſitive profaneneſs 3 ſuch is the Souls 
influence on. the Body, that if awfully apprehend 
Majeſty it will make the bodily members to exprels 
it : In vain is hearts ſubje&ion pretended where 
the yoke of outward Ordinances is broken from the: 
neck : what likelyhood of loyalty from tuch as ſcorn 
the livery ? ſad is that SanCtity that ſets at enmity 
GodsSpirit and ſacred Ordinances ; Curſed is that 
cry of holineſs that cryeth down Divine Order 
and Ordinances : Rebelliousis that Aſſembly . whoſe 
Incorporationis a renunciation of the matter and Me- 
thod of Gods Worſhip : Dreadful muſt needs ” 

Gods 
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Gods approach-to that' people that draw nigh unto 
him not duly copfecrated tv that end by bapriſm,and 
touch the holy things of God in his Afembly , not 
having the body waſhed with pure water, IT have Toft 
my little skiH in Seripture-Calculation, if fuch periſh 
not in the gain-faying of Korah, and occafion not 

a Pers vzz4h infirach: = | tba 
” Whilſt ſomedifown Baptiſm as an outward Or- 
dinance , by the Spitit of Familiſm difowning all 
outward adminiſtrations'; There are others that will 
Joyn with usin condemning them , and confent that 
God mult be worſhipped by bodily a&s of Retrgion,. 
yetthey find no way of acceſs to God , but by re- 
ceding from the Baptiſm they had received, 'and dif- 
owning the conſecrating , Faith-encouraging uſe of 
the waſhing of their bodies in pure water, to: Which 
they have been {ubjet : Theſe are our Artipedso- 
baptiſts become actual Anabaptiſts, who(quarrelling at 
Infants intereſt unto Baptiſm,and the Adminiſtrators 
thereof) dodiſown all relatjon they have had to the 
Church, and the priviledges they enjoyed by rherr 
Baptiſm ; and diſavowing the holineſs thereby con- 
ferred , they declare themſelves to have been c9- 
zened when Chriſtned: and althoughthey have fome- 
time deemed themſelves the people of God, fanGt- 
fied by the waſhing of water, in Covenant with Gud, 
and ſweet Communion with his heople 3 Now they 
declare themfelvesto be aliens and ſtrangers to the: 
Commonwealth of tſrael, without hope; without God, 
and without Chriſt in- the 'world 3 and therefore 
renouncing this Baptiſm they ſeek another way of 
acceſs to God ;. and by an imagined Baptiſm of their 
own creation , they encourage their Spirits , and 
. ſtamp 
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ſtamp holineſs upon themſelves ,- and! pretend c9 
joyn themſelvesto the aſſemblies:of 'the':Lords peo- 
ple, declaring all others to. be. Dogs , and onely 
themſelvesthe children of the Kingdow'; all others 
to be inthe high:ways and: Hedgss, and themſelves 
the onely Church of Chriſs-to- whom tnen muſt be 
Joyned on pain of eternal Damnation : Whea 1 
conſider thele men, I cannot but conſider the im- 
petuons violence of ah Erroneous-judgement in hur- 
rying to irregular practiſe , and+the giddy prepo- 
ſterous zeal that is produced- by Reaſon-darkning 
_ fancy : this carriage doth plainly belpeak theſe men 
to be greatly irrational , and groſely rgnorant. 


Firſt, They appeared to be greatly Irrational, and 
that becauie they nxlifie Gods Grdinances by miſtaken 
or miſtarried circumſtances, which no way deltroy 
their eſſence : Their ground is , T#fants ought not to 
be Baptized 5 and they were Baptized in their Tafancy x 
their ignorant parents in their ignorance did ſuper ſt5- 
tionſly cauſe them to be ſprinckled by ſome niworthy 
' $ir John or other , awd hereby they were- cozened 3 
but now they thank God they ſee the ſuperſtition of 
Baby-ſprinckling , and therefore will have their bodies 
waſhed , and joyn themſelves tb the Baptiſed Saints. 
Unto this Plea of theirs, I wiſh: they had reaſon 
enough to ſeethe irrationality of its for preſuppoſe 
(which is not true) 'that Infants have av rioht to Bap- 
tiſm 3/ it will not therice follow that Tnfant-baptiſm 
is ſuperſtitious , vordand nll : For Bapti/e is Gbds 
Ordinance , Chriſts own Inſtitution 3 Ave vr infancy 
are but circumſtances direfting the Subje&t to whom 
itis applyed , atid isnot effential't6 the Ordinance : 
E- JT 
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if Baptiſm be a worſhip according to the mind of 
Chriſt, then Trfart Baptiſes is out of all danger or 
poſlibility of wil!-worſhip 3 in caſe infars were not 
(as undoubtedly they are) within the Verge of the 
Covenant,yet their baptiſm can be no Will-worſhip, 
' for weſet not up the Ordinance we apply to them, 
but make application of the Ordinance , Chriſt inſti- 
tated ; ſo that our utmoſt guilt is wiſapplication of 
worſhip inſtituted by God 3 not deviſing any worſhip 
of our own heads ; thele men do irrationally charge 
the corruption of an ordinance, and aiſapplicetiorn 
of an Inſtitution with S»perſtitior 3 and this corrup- 
rionin a circumſtance they imagine to nullifie the 
Ordinance, and improve to a xonextity of their bap- 
tiſm 5 moſt irrationally making the Age eſſertial to- 
the Ordinance , which God never did ſo appoint in 
either Old or New Teſtament-times , either in the 
initiating Seal of Circumciſion or baptiſm : God 
did tadeed dire Circumcition to be applyed 
at the eighth day, but the direFion of the Age 
1s diſtin fromthe inſtitntion of the Ordinance , and 
not of the efſence thereof , otherwiſe none might 
be Cixcumcifed after the eighth day to have their 
Circumcifion valid and of force : under the New 
Teſtament we have neither z:ſ?3tution of the Age, nor 
ſubſequent dire&ioz for it, ſave onely the qualifica- 
tion of the SubjeF; as being made Diſciples, brought 
into a propriety to the promiſe ,” and thelike , of what 
age ſoever , unleſsour Anabaptiſts will make Chriſts 
Baptiſm the i»ſtitntion of the Ordinance and Age to 
which it isto be applyed ; and.thea I do believe their 
latter Baptiſm will be as void as the former , for 1 
believe they are younger or elder, very few of the 
Juſt 
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juſt dire& Age of the Lord Jeſus when baptized ; 1o 
that the Age can no way be made eflential to the 
Ordinance :. the corruption circumſtantial will not 
bring upon it a ponrentity and neceſlity of rebaptiza- 
tioz : though they might have cauſe to bewail the 
fin of their parents in corruptly wriſapplying Gods 
Seal, what neceflity is there of plucking it off , and 
Cancelling the Covenant of God to them confir- 
med? I cannot beleive that if a Jew had been Circum- 
ciſed before the eighth day, that he would have 
renounced the Circumciſion becauſe aviſepply?d in 
point of time by his negleGive parents : deviations 
from order may be allnes to be rebuked, but 
cannot be deſirufive to the Ordinaxce that the privi- 
ledges thereof ſhould be loſt , andit be reiterated : 
I do not beleive that theſe men will Disfranchiſe 
themſelves of the priviledges of a Free-man of 
London though they were incorporated before the 
age directed by the rules of the Chamber for admit- 
ting Free-men. Methinks their Reaſon ſhould be 2 
Chancery of more equity then to cut themſelves off 
from the Congregation of Gods people, and caſt off 
the liberty of acceſs, becauſe of their unſeaſona- 
ble and too early Baptiſez : if the Church on ſuch a 
miſcarryed circumſtance ſhould disfranchize them, 
or deny their relation to the Houſhold of Faith, ſhe 
weredeſervedly cenſured for cruel ſeverity, and her 
ſurmmun jus muſt needs be deemed ſumma injuria : 
the greateſt wrongis to puniſh failed Circumſtances 
with the higheſt ſeverity due to the greateſt crimes. 
Onely blind zeal and irrationall folly is cenforious 
to themſelves to diſown their own intereſt on ſuch 


Aa ground as Will not warrant the Church todeprivh 
I 2 . them 
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them ofit- : Self-execution under the greateſt guilt, 
differs little from murther + but it muſt needs be fin- 
fully viotent, when extended in- meaſure beyond 
the nature of the fault : Self-excammunication on 
ſo {light a geound cannot but be the fting of an awa- 
kened conſcience apprehenſive of the priviledges 
loſt :. the out cry of ſuch a conſcience muſt needs 
be this 3- O wretched ! wy Parents miſapplied the - 
Seal, and therefore 1 have caſt off the Covenant by 
my own will , and deprived my ſelf of thoſe bleſſed 
enjoyments the hand of juſtice never demanded from 
we :- Oh cruelty | ſelf-crnelty | How juſtly might God 
fay Amento thy ſelf, cenſure and blind thee under thy 
loſs for ever. h | 
But to extenuate this irrationality in the rejection 
of their Baptiſm received in infancy they (endea- 
vourtng to maſter by. number of exceptions under the 
want of force). further plead, Why, but we mere 
baptized by ſome unworthy Miniſter, andin a ſuper- 
flituous manner , with the ceremonies of the Church, 
and ſign of the croſs : and therefore we cannot 
makethat baptiſm 2 ground of Faith inthe approach 
to God : Hereby they do but aGt their irrationality 
the further 3 for ſuppoſe ye were: baptized by any 
unworthy Miniſter, yet he was a Miniſter : though 
the eflence of the Ordinance may depend onthe 
Authority , yet not on the Dignity of the Admini- 
firation. The wickedneſs of an Embaſladgy maketh 
not his Embaſhe concluded to be void and vain 5 the 
ilnpreſtion ofa lawfullycommiſtonated Judge though 
he be unjuſt , is valid and of force; the Grant of a 
cruel King and profane Prince will be by theſe men 
admitted as the ſubſtantial binding Charter of the 
peoples 
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peoples Priviledges : weread often of the profane- 
neſs of the Prieſts of Iſrael , but never of a non- 
entity brought upon Gods Ordinances in their 
hand : If they be in 279ſes Chair , though we muſt 
not do as they do, weare bound to the attention and 
obedience of what they ſay : it is not impoſlible for 
a man to Preach to others, and himſelf be a caft-a- 
way : Inever read that the Baptiſm of thoſe bapti- 
zed by the unworthy hand of Jude was ever pro- 
nounced void or xxll. A pure Ordinance is unhanſom 
ina profane hand, but yer its effence isnot impured, 
itis Gods Ordinance effeQtual to its end. So: that if 
they were baptized by Miniſters though utworthy 
(wherein I wiſh charity be not violated, for that 
many know not who they were they do cenſure as 
unworthy 3 nay, fome worthy men to themſelves fo 
known , they now call unworthy) it is a corruption 
conſiſtent with the eſſence of the Ordinance., nur 
any way deſtructt e to its being. The ſame is to be 
ſaid for the annexed Ceremonies that 'they were 
profanely added, but yet did not mnllifie the 0rdi- 
#ance, but it ſtands jn full force as a ground of 
confidence in acceſs to God. 


But fecondly, As they appear greatly irrational in 
inferring more then their premiſes will allow,fo they 
are Groſly ignorant 5 nay I fear many w#lfully 
ſhutting their eyes may be charged to be grofly ob/?#- 
ate > They renounce their baptiſm under the notion 
of Superſtition, not conſidering they rx into the ſire 
of Sacriledge; charity muſt perſwade us theſe menun- 
derſtandnot the method, and m2iniftration of the Co- 


verart of Grace, otherwiſe they could never charge 
Infant- 
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Infant _— with ſuperſtition; (which is the very 
2ppl ation of Gods Ordinance to its proper ſub- 
je 1, 9ow” ſo Sacrilegioully rob God, his Church, be- 
lieving parents, and their children of thole holy duties 
and Dignities that belong unto them. Have we not 
before noted, that they who are in Covenant with 
God ought to be Baptized ? and isnot this the princi- 
ple wherein weall agree? And if theſe men know 
any thing of the method and miniſtration of the 
Covenant, muſt they not needs confeſs, That the 
natural iſſne of one or both believing Parents are in Co- 
venant?as we bave before proved: and fo fit ſubjeFer 
for Baptiſze, that they may and muſt be partakers of 
the firſt i#jtiating Seal, of which God hath made them 
capable in their Paſlive age and eſtate: Can any 
ſtand covinced that ſuch infants are as ſoon as born 
the Lords Heritage, Plal. 127. 3. The Lord: ſervants, 
Lev. 25. 42. Children begotten to him, Ezek. 16. 20. 
21. Holy ozes, Rom. II. 16. 1 Cor, 7. 14. Childrex of 
the Covenant, Aﬀts 4- 25. Towheme belongs the promiſe, 
AQ: 3. 28. Intereſſed in the previledges of the people of 
God, Mar. 10. 14. and withhold the Keeper of the 
Sancuary and Stewardsof Gods houſhold from ſet- 
ting of Gods mark in hisfleſh,or withſtand their dedi- 
cation unto God? Muſt not we give Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſers, and God the thingsthat are Gods ? 
Will not God accountit aRobbery that they which are 
his (hall be withheld from him? Again, can any conſt 
der the iſſue of believing Parents to he the Churches 
Children, begotten to the Lord, Ezek. 16. 20. an holy 
ſeed (cattered for her increaſe, and yet ſnatch them 
out of her armes, and caſt them out of her boſome 
into the wide wilderneſs of the world ? Shall not 
the 
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theChurch lament and refuſe to be comforted whileſt 
ſhe is bereaved of her babes, and as a Bear robbed of 
her whelps? Will not ſuch robbery prove her ruine, 
and the ; nas up her ſeed hinder her increaſe, and 
make herbarren 4nd fruitleſs? Again, ſhall the chil- 
dren of ſuch believing Parents be born members of 
the howſhold of faith, and not be incorporated by 
Baptiſm ? Shall Loyalty be their bora duty, and not 
Gods Livery their dignity ? Shall the Covenart of 
Grace be the Charter of their priviledge and the 
Seals not be applyed to them as they are capable of 
receiving them? Shall they be holy in their kind, 
and the badge of deſiinFion be denyed them? If any 
thing would make a new born babe to ſpeak, ſure 
this $acriledge would do it : there is reaſon for the 
real demand that is fabled of one Rumball, Son to 
an Engliſh King, at Brackely in Northamtozſhire, that 
as ſoon as he was born he requeſted to be baptized 
for that he was a Chriſtian:Is it not a cruel facriledge 
to ſhut out of the Ark of ſalvation, ſuch whoſe title to 
entrance cannot be denied ? Yet further, is Baptiſm 
the only viſible evidence God hath given to parents 
ofthe extent of the Covenant to their children ; and: 
ſhall eny deprive them of thisreaſoa of hope, cauſe of 
joy, ground of Faith in Prayer, and ſpur to duty in 
dedication to God, and education of their children 
for God? So that theſe things conſidered, ſuch ag on 
this ground of being Baptized ininfancy. do renounce 
their baptiſm, do out of ignorance of Gods Covenant 
commit moſt horrid Sacriledge by robbing God of his 
Heritage, the Chnrcb of children, andihe benefits of the 
adminiflration of Baptiſme to infants (which by Gods 
gracel ſhall ſhew to be great) the: children of be- 


lieving: 
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lieving parentsof their Sealof the Covenant: gf which" 
theyiare capable, "and their parents of that gronnd-of 
Faith the adminiftration of the Covenant doth'a- 
ward them : And ſo they give us caule ' not only to 
charge them with zrrationality in fancying Gods holy 
Ordinance tobe ſuperſtition; but in the language of 
of the Apoſtle to (ay, Thou that abhorreſi Idols doſt 
commit: S$acriledge, Rom. 2. 22. So that not only 
groundlefly, but even contrary to Divine method and 
order, they diſowning the regular waſhing of their 
body in pure water,dodivelt themſelves of that Seal 
of lanftity and veſture of holineſs by which they were 
fitted for a confident approach to God : and decline 
the Aſſemblies of Gods people, in which alone the 
Lord is to be adored, and joyn themſelves to falſe 
aſſemblies, where they are conſecrated to, and come 
before God ina way that is not of his appointment, nor 


| can expe@# his approvement ; how high ſoever falſe 


hopes'and joyes may carry their ſpirits? For thoſeto 
whom they joyn,are dividedfrom the Church of Chriſt, 
and void of all commiſſion to adminiſter the holy 
things of God:if you look at their coxſtztution,you ſhal 
find it is no other then ſelF-congregation, with the cry 
of all the Lords people. are holy, and invetives againfs 
Aaron and Moſes as they who take too much upon thee; 
the which I could never yet find warranted in Scrip- 
ture, but is remarkably condemned in the company of 
Korah that were thus conſtituted : Miniſterial autho- 
rity is no leſs eſſential to conſtitute a Church -of 
Chriſt, then Magiſtratical to conſtitute a Corporation 
or Company 3 my little skill in Politicks- could ne- 


_ ver ſee that ſelf-congregation could conſtitute any body, 


but that which 3s ſeditions or 8chiſmatical-? And as" Ko- 
| vah 
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74h ſeemis'to have been the Counſeller of thelr Con- 
ftitution, ſo Feroboar leems to be of their 'Conſecrs- 
tion, for be that will, may make himfclfa Prieſt, even 
'the' loweſt ofthe people are Miniſters to the Lord, utt- 
called* and unqualified! they: preſume to adminilter 
holy things, which is a ſhadow and appearance 'of Di- 
rine worſhip, but indeed a real 'building of -4/tars, 
beſides the Altar of the Lords} and ' gives juſt cauſe 
tothe people of God (truly pious and purſuing*the 
troth of his Ordinances) to pray as the Church'itr Je- 
roboamy dayes. Tell me, O thou whom wy Soul Toveth 
where thon feedeſt thy flock, where thou makeſt them to 
reſt at noon, for why ſhould I turn aſide by the flocks of 
thy companions £ (lo ſeem and pretend 'ro be) Ear. x. 
7. So that their exchange of the baptiſm tlicy Ye- 
ounce, for that they now reccive, is a profening F 
themſelues, who once were an holy people to the Lord, 
and by- falſe wayesof ſanity to {er themſelves at a 
greater diſtance from God, and toſhake, nay to rake 
up the Foutidations of their Faith; and exchange 
their aſſurance rightly grounded on their baptiſm, 
for a fond preſumption flowing from Sacritegiousno- 
tions and falſe worſhip, which muſt at the ' laſt fall 
into the_ hands of the living God, and be found as 
ſtubble before a' conſuming Fire, becanſe' uxconſe> 
erated in the preſence of an holy God : for never to be 

ſandJified, and after to be profaxed is all qnein itseyent 
and i{Tue 3 they that contem?, and they that caft off 

Gods holy Ordinance ſhall fall inio the ſame con- 
demnation. | = 

The third ſort to be reproved as carrying Contra- 
diftorily to this qualification to- confident approach 
to-God, are ſuch'as diſregard the | Atminiſftration of 

| K baptiſm 
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baptiſm unto others : Theſe acknowledge the uſe 
and benefit of having the body waſhed with pure 
water, but by the rudeneſſe of their behaviour 

do declare themſclves ignorant or inſenſible of its holy 
nature and conſecrating uſe. Theleare ſuch as drive 

the Sacrament, inits adminiſtration inte corwers and 

continue not in the Congregation, in the adminiſtrati- 
on of it 3 they think « is convenient children be bap- 

tized, but the ſolemnity thereof is to them ſirange and 
zeedleſs;they will call ſome few friends togetber,and. 
call in to baptiſeit any Miniſter that ſlubbers over the 
act as ealjly as they deſire, & in a way of complement 

get the work done, never conſidering it is a Church 
Ordinance, and of due belongs to the whole aſſemblie, 
not particular familiesor perlons 3 nor with any re- 

verence compoſing themſelves to a ſolemn and Re- 
ligions a& of dedication to God,many in this caſe carry 

toward the Ordinance as a meer Complement ; to 
pleaſe wife , kinsfolk or neighbours they will 
bave their Children Baptized, and the civilities there- 
unto belonging being paſt they think themſelyes 
well rid of a piece of trouble, and never devote 
themſelves to any Religion in the application of 
this Ordinance : Incorporation into the houſhould of. 
Faith; Dedication to an holy God is nit in their 
thoughts, their praiſes proclaim not any ſenſe of a 
Covenant priviledge; nor doth their Prazers parſue 
God for his bleſling on his own Ordinance; they 
break not through any difficulties to preſent their 
children to God in. the Aſſemblies of his people; they 
rhink not the lent ſafſreges of the Society of any mo- 
ment in the incorporation of- a Member : or their 


ſupplications of any virtue to an Ordinance of ſanQi- 


fication; 
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fication; but as unaffected with theſe. things, they 
get the work done, the child Baptized, they neither 
care where, how, orby whom, for when its done 
they have done. | 

And others areinthisreſpe&t no lefle blame-wor- 
thy, who turn their backs rudely and irreverently when 
Baptiſm is adminiſired; whileſt the Word, Prayer, 
and other Ordmances are in hand, they fit compo- 
ſedly in the Congregation ; but when Baptiſm comes 
*1n hand'they poſt out of the Church 3; as if this were 
10t worth their attendance , or tended not any way to- 
their advantage. Unto theſe [ would lay, Is yo? Baps 
tiſa: ar Ordinance of God aud at of worſhip to his peo- 
ple? Is it not an Ordinance of 7»corporation into the 
body of the Church of God, of which thou art a mem- 
ber ? oughteſt not thou to take them into: ſociety, 
and by thy preſence to witnels their relation? thou 
giveſt them little honour who haſt not patience to at- 
rend their ſolemn admiſſion into the Society of the 
Saints : Ts not Baptiſm the Seal of the Covenant, the 
SarGifying Ordinance of acceſs to God ? Admini- 
ſtreth it not matter of meditation concerning -Maxs 
Guilt, Gods Grace, the Covenant of Salvation betweer 
God and man, whereby thou mayelt be edified ? 
{s not the Baptiſm of a Chriſtian of high concernment? 
doth it not tye the baptized to great and many engage- 
ments? Are they nut obnoxiow to many temptations,to 
violate the Covenant? Is not Baptiſm the Ordinance 
of holineſſe ? Gods bleſſing needful ro make. it 
boly, and prayers of the Church the way to abrain 
Gods bleſſing ? that thou furnedſt' away ahd follow- 
eſt not the Ordinance with thy prayer £ Can'a con- 
ſcience awed by the ſanctity of any Ordinance and 
K 2 affe&ted 
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affefted with the holineſs of God to be adored . dif- 
penſe with the negle& 2nd contempt of other Ordi- 
nances equally holy, nay , inorder the firſt of , and 
that without which , other Ordinances muſt nor be 
uſed? | | 
The fourth ſort of ſuch whole praftiſe doth mitli- 
eate with the conſecrating nature of baptiſm, are 
luch who diſeſteem their own baptiſon owned and adhe- 
redunto : many have had their bodies waſhed with 
pure water, and would not be without their Baptiſze 
for all the world 3 but yet as for any great benefit 
they ever received by ir, they know no realon they 
have to eſteem ir at ſo high a rate -: They never 
read any thing of Divine favour in their Baptiſin, 
nor from it reaped either counſel or comfort 3 the 
reflections of duty and dignity are to them ſtrange 
and unuſual , Baptiſm having once paſſed on their 


| bodies comes no more intotheir minds. It 1s not to 


them any engagement to, or encouragement in duty 
or drawing nigh to God 3 the which as it expoſeth the 
Ordinance to contempt not imaginable, lo it beſpeaks 
ſuch ſouls tobe unſpeakably ignorant or inſenſible of the 
rature, uſe and exd of the waſhing of the body with 
= water 3 for can any ſoul that underſtands and 

elieves Baptiſm to be a pledge of divine affedton, 


. live under it without obſervation of Gods pecultar 


love to them above others who want it 2 Can-any 
ſtand convinced, That the Seal of God is in their 
fleſh , live and not lay claim to God by fo viſible a 
ground of claim? Can any ſay that by Baptiſm they 
are purged from the corruptions that are iz thew orld 
throughInft, and live inlin? Can a+y confider hereby 
they are called ont of the World, and conſecrated - 

t he 
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the worſhip of one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
and ineglet direfted' aQts' bf Adoration , the- holy 
ſervice that is aſſigned by their Lard and King 2? much 
tes ſhould ſuch Apoſtatize from' the Profeſſion of 
chat name , and runinto open Rebellion againſt him 
with whom they ſtarid confederated, bound in Co- 
venant ? can any think Baptiſm to be the bond of 
#r#ion and nerve of mmcorporation with the Churchof 
Chriſt:, and not Sywpathize with her under all the 
changes of her condition? much leſs can ſuch make 
Schiſmsin , Or x wwe from her body , and forſake 
the aſſembling of themſelves together as the marmer 
of fome is: Mauch is the ad vantage Baptiſm once re- 
ceived may adminiſter to a ſou] all his days, if by 
rationel as of faith it were improved.” either as a 
moral inſtrument, or outwards ſign exhibited matter 
of meditation, or as a Divine Ordinance ahd' Seal 
of the righteouſnefs by Faith , eſtabliſhed to aſſure 
man of the proniiſes of Grace and Salvation : And 
yet (co our (ſhame be it ſpoken) how little thereof 
is reaped by regardkſ{5us? Baptiſm is a memorial 'of 
our milery, and Gods mercy ; a manifeſt expreffion 
of that natural uncleanneſs which fers us at a di- 
ſtance. from God , and eminent a&t of ſandifying 
unto an acceſsto God 3 'and yet how many make 
. nouſe of it, nor find matter of med tation by it ? 
God hath appointed it an inſtrument of Regeneration 
and-Salvation , how few find theſe effe®s produced 
by it ? nay , improve it thereunto? It is that Seal 
that aſſures of intereſt in all the promiſes of grace, 
yer when do men propound it to theinſelves as'a 
ground of faith, or pleadit in prayer? How many 
livein ſuch profanenefs, that the Chitrch may charge 
_ them 
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them to have forgotten that they were purged from 
their old finz. and God may complain that they /haye 
broken their baptiſmal Oath : yet Baptiſinis tothem 
a mean and weak argument of conviction 2 When 
I conſider the dulneſs of profane Chriſtians under 
the enforcementsof their baptiſm, even Minilteri- 
ally urged, .I could with according to the ſometime 
cuſtome uſed in the Primitive rimes of the Church, 
when men are baptiſed they might leave behind them 
a white garment, as a witneſs of their baptiſm , 
that ſo we might upbraid wicked men , as the Dea- 
con of the Church did Elpidephorus when revolted 
from the faith, ſaying, 0, Elpidephorus, r will 
keep this white garment asa monument againſt thee to 
all eternity. : When I confider the Scripture aggra- 
vating guilt with this circumſtance , they have for- 
gotten that theywere purged it dictates to my mind 
that the condemnation of Chriſtians will be more 
grievous becauſe off their Baptiſm 3 1f this water 
quench not luſt , it will makg wrath burn more vehe- 
zently: Though 1 cannot conſent to the Novations 
cruel and groundleſs concluſion , That ſize after bap- 
tiſm is unpardonable I dare affirm, That every fre 
20t reſiſted by Baptiſm will be more then ordinarily dam- 
able to the baptized. What an Anſwer to every 
te:rptation unto ſinis the ſoul furniſhed withal, that 
1s apprehenſive that in Baptiſm he did renounce the 
Fleſh , the World and the Devil, and devote himſelf 
to a conformity to the death of Chriſt, and ſtands 
dedicated toan holy God, in whole preſence he may 
not preſume defiled ryith fin ? This Argument if 
improved by a rational ac of faith is of more ad- 
vantage, becauſe itis plain and common 3 ready at 
| hand 
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handto refle&, and caſte to be underſtood 3: and 
obvious to the eye of men without, and within 
the Church, by which we are liable to be upbraided 
by the very enemies of Chriſt ; That we are bapti- 
zed the whole Church will witneſs, and ſhall not 
we have recourſe unto our Baptiſm asa bar toour 
profaneneſs ? Shall Circumcifed 7ſraet live in the 
vileneſsand vaniry of the uncircumciſed Gentiles ? 
And hath God made baptiſm a badge of diſftin@i- 
ou between the holy and prophane , and ſhall we 
not make it a bar of diviſion between their unclean 
Luſts and our holy lives? to live without mortifica- 
tion of fin, and quickening to all holy duties, 
doth clearly declare we have never yet underſtood 
the nature of Baptiſm, nor uſed it toits end. 

As this deadneſs in (in, ſo the Deſpondency of the 
Spirit in Duty, to which even the beſt of men are 
ſubjet, doth witneſs adiſcſteem and diſregard of 
their Baptilm-, of which they can ſomerime buaſt, 
though in it they cannot rejoyce. A right appre- 
henfion and real ſenſe of Baptiſm as the qualification 
of confident approach to God would diſſolve wary 
doubts , if but duely urged by faith. Ordinances of 
God are given for our excouragements , but rational 
ads of fanh muſt paſs from us to enforce them to 
their end : What is faid of the Ford is true of 
Baptiſm, it profits zot , becauſe not mingled with 
Faithin them that hear it ; many a ſad ſoul comes 
trembling into Gods preſence , and goes more 
troubled out, and the reaſon is, they do not rightly 
husband Gods ordinances tothe ſoul; they paſs from 
Ordinance to Ordinance , but never confider the 
the one entitles to, and fits for the enjoyment of a- 
nother : 
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adminiſtrations, ſometimes then abſtain from , and 
oftentimes approach to God in his Ordinances, and 
the: diſcharge of holy duties:, as afraid they have 


noright! to.,. nor fitneſs for theſe priviledges, 'yet 


are ſanGified by thei'waſhing of watery ; they com- 
plain. they ſee no. intereſt in- the Covenant , and 


yet the Seal of the Covenant is in their fleſh; they 


cry.gut they are aliens andiſtrangers cothe-Common- 
wealth of Iſrael ;; and yetare baptized into one body, 
and incorporated. into the Congregation of the 
Saints 3 they dare not call God Father , yet were 


children begotten unto him, bear his mark, and as 


ſoon as born were by him owned and placed in the 
boſome .of his Church, and do wear the coat he 
prepared for his Joſeph: They ſee many good things 
promiſed in the Covenant , but know not how to 
claim any of, them:in Prayer, ard yet they have 
the Broad: Seal of Heaven to. ſecure their Title.” Unto 
theſe ſouls let metfreely ſay, Shall God give you a 
ground of encouragement. ? will you not uſe it ? 
Shall he call for an approach in full aſſurance , foy 
that the body is waſhed with pure water, and will you 
not yield it 2 Did-God mock you when he gave you 
the dignity of Baptiſm, or is it not your madneſs 
that makes it not a check to yourgriefs, and curb to 
your fears? Shall your practice proclaim the truth 
of that which the Papiſts have endeavoured: to 
charge on the reformed Churches, viz, That they 
make Baptiſm nudum lignum, a bare ewpty ſign of n0 
uſe or advantage tothe Soul ? Is Gods ſeal in vain, 
and ſanQification by the waſhing of water to no 
purpole ? and matriculation into his houſhold a mat» 

EE ter 
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ter of no moment?that thou makeſt them no ground 
of Faith, nor encouragement to. thy ſoul '? Was 
not Circumciſion of great benefit tothe Jews 2 did 
not God claim them by it when gone aſtray from 
him ? and they claim God when deſerting them ? 
Isthat an engagement to divine faithfulneſs , and 
may not thy faith make it thy encouragement to ap- 
.pear before him ? did God complement when he 
annexed Baptiſm to the Covenant, and called it, 
The Seal of the righteouſneſs of faith ? or doſt not 
thou rather cozen thy ſelf of the comforts the Or- 
dinance, do really and according to divine defign- 
ment exhibit? it is indeed-true; Salvation is not 
conferred opere operato., by the AF done, and meer 
application of the water; yet it is thereby aſſured 
fothe ſoul, that by acts of Faith ſhall duly argue 
its intereſt. The Privy-Seal is the cleareſt token of 
aff-&ion , and to be purſued , but isthe Broad Seal 
uf no authority or advantage to be retained and im- 
proved ? the outward Ordinance, is not without in- 
ward grace to be depended on, as ſufficient to 
Salvation, but inward grace duly refledts the out- 
ward Ordinance, as Gods great mercy, and the 
ground of faith and encouragement to itſelf : The 
Moral ſwaſion of any Ordinance , is too ſhort to 
ſandifie or folace any Spirit, without ſupernatural 
Grace 3 but ſupernatural grace comes not into any 
ſoul troconvince or comfort but by a moral improve- 
ment of every Ordinance , by rational meditation 
of itsnature , uſe and end , Many fit under Gods 
Ordinances, and make molt ſad complaints , they 
find no profit in them ; whenthe reaſon, is in them- 


ſelves they cry out God muſtdoall, work in tham 
tO 
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to will and to do at his own pleaſure, . which is 
indeed true 3 but they confider not Gods method of 
working grace,” or comfort in any ſouls ; he always 
deals with men like themſelves as they are reaſonable 
creatures , and have a power of diſcourſe, and 
therefore his Ordinances are woral infiranents, by 
due diſcourſes to enforce their end 3 we have reaſon 
to check ſome under the Ordinances as the Dif- 
ciples were checked from Heaven for their poſture 
in the Lord his aſcenſion , Te wew of Galilee , why 
ſtand ye gazing ? this Jeſus that is taken from you, 
foall fo come as you have ſeen him go into Heaven, 
AQ. I. 11. As if the voice had faid , Conſtderati- 
ous of bis return , better become you, then ſilent 
obſervations of his preſent going. So I ſay , Why 
do many enjoy Gods Ordinances, and not go home 
and confider them ? muſt we run ſo far from free 
will, asto runout of our wits? Let fuch men, as 
wake not their Baptiſm a moral engagement to, and 
encouragement in their acceſs to God , know , that 
they appear ignoraut or finfully inſenſible of it nature, 
and expoſe it to great contempt - Can any thing 
more eaſily caſt a ſoul into contempt of an Ord 
nance , then its wnprofitableneſs and nnuſefulneſs 3 
The grand cauſe of ' all the blaſphemy that our 
Age doth belch out againſt Baptiſm , is the lit- 
the benefit men finde it brings them + Not by rea- 
fon of any defe& in the Ordinance , but their 
own neglet to improve it , as a ground of 
Faith , guard againſt fin, and ſpecial qualification 
of acceſs to God. 


The 
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The fifth ſort, that carrie contradi&orily to this con» 
ſecrating nature of Baptiſm, 'are ſuch, who declare 
not to theiys baptized, the dignity and duty of their Bap- 
tiſme. Men do with much zeal. preſent their chil- 
dren to Baptiſm, but never mind- to'acquaint them 
of their priviledge:; or inſtruc them; in'the-nature 
of {o holy an Ordinance ;' they are carefull to bring 
them up to'ſome Trade, or: Calling: to acquaint 
them with all-external rights-and priviledges, and 
the paſt ground of claim, to all future; njoyments in 
the world ;z but education the fear ard rinrture of 
the Lord, is tothem unulual z and the affeting them 
with beptiſmalpriviledges and Church Rites, or the ac- 
quainting them with Covenant intereſt and ground of 
claim, as to ſpiritual mercies and ſoul enjoyment;, 
1s thelaſt and leaſt of their endeavours. 'Well may 
we obſerve, the men of this world are wiſer iz thery 
generations, than the children of the Kingdowe. Com- 
monprudence, if Scripture were ſilent, would dire& 
a more ſerious inſtruction of our children, in the na- 
ture of their Baptiſm : Shall they be begotten to the 
Lord, and not be made to know whoſe children they 
are? and how they came by that relation ? \Shall-they 
be ixcorporated into the body of the Church, and* noe 
know the family and henſhold to winch they belong ? 
Shall holizeſſe be ſtamped upon ther, and they not 
be made to know that they are out-of the common 
lump and maſs of mankind? Shall the Coverant of God 
be in their fleſh, and they not know the Charzer fealed 
and conditions to be performed ? In a word fhall they 
be ſanFifiedby the waſhing of water, and not made 
ſenſible, that they ſtand conſecrated unto boly ſervice, 
and dedicated to the worſhip of the holy God, Father, 
L 2 


Son, 
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Son, axd Holy: Ghoſt?. and therefore ought. not to 
ſtain themſelves with guilt, but carrie as an holy peo- 
ple peculiar tothe Lord? that they muſt wait on him, 
becauſe they wear his liveryz and may worſhip.in 
his preſence with confidence, becauſe their bodies 
have been waſhed with pure water. I did in the laſt 
branch ofthis Uſe, blame them that diſeſteem and 
diſregard their own Baptiſts, and that was but the 
effect of this fin;Our progenitors negleGed us,and we 
negleted our poſterity,as to their inſtruction in. the 
nature of divine Ordinances. How ſhall they eſteem 
that, wherein they ſee no excellencie 3 or improve 
thac priviledge, of whoſe nature they are ignorant ? 
How ſhall they claim the promiſes, who neither un- 
derſtand what they are,or on what ground to be claim- 
ed 2 What conſcience can they make of duty who 
donot know themſelves under ſacred obligation ? 
What confidence can they have in acceile to God, 
who know not themſelves conſecrated? If men have 
in them parental affeQion to their children, and do 
care for their future. good, we muſt needs con- 
clude they ſought no more in their Baptiſme, than 
friends ſatisfaGion, and a formal Religious complement, 
and ſee not any ſpecial Soul-ſaving priviledyes there- 
by conferred 2: for charity forbids us to. think they 
would bring up their children in the ignorance and 
Incapacityof claiming ſuch high priviledges, and ra- 
tionally improving ſo boly engagements, if them- 
ſelves were affeted with them, or they had _ any 
ſenſe of duty as to ſuch Religiows education; which 
ſhould indeed ſpur their zaturai affeFion to the dil- 
charge thereof : Little do men conſider that the 
fame God that gave babesthe right to the oing 

| eales 
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ſeales of the Covenant, did provide catechiſeng, as 
the way to make them know their priviledge. He 
to whom they are born, hath-provided w;/k for their 
nouriſhment, no leſs then zveat for ſtronger men 3 
and hath committed them as his lambs, to the care of 
his Church, and charged ir, as the duty of their Pa- 
rents to educaie them in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord: So that ſuch Parents who do not ſeriouſly 
inſtru@ their ſeed inthe ſolewr Bord of their relati- 
n to God and his Church ; the ſuitable qualification 
which they are fitted for divine communion, 
and the ſeal of the Covenant, that aſſureth them of 
the high priviledges of Salvation : do not only fight 
this holy Ordinance of Baptiſm, but alſo finfully 
 tranſgreſs Gods command thew their natural affe- 
ion to be diverted from its right channel, care for 
the chiefeſt good 3, and ſet their children under an 
inevitable neceſlity of fleighting the Ordinance, and 
ſtarting aſide from God, to whom they know no re- 
lation: Wee find i tour grief,that our chilJren are pro- 
phane,when it 1sno other than the preduttion by 
own negled : We can ealily complain of their impie- 
tie; but where is the man, that as ſoon as his child is 
ſenſible, doth ſeaſon him with the knowledge of his 
miſerie by ſin, Gods mercy inthe Covenant of Grace, 
and his ſpecial engagement to holineſs, for that he 
bears on him the name of God from his very birth, 
and that izzprinted by his Baptiſme, when his body 


was waſhed with pure water. 


The fixth and Jaſt ſort, whoſe 'principles and 
practiſes do plainly militate agaioſt the nature of bap- 


tiſm , and clcarly do contradict the ſame , are ſuch, 
who 
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who deny the baptized the liberty of acceſi to God in 
the Aſſemblies of his people. This I well know to 
relate unto the moſt eminent profeſſors of Goſpel 
order , and prentenders unto piety, that are among 
us; and therefore the moſt tender rebuke will ſeem 
to be railing violence and bitterneſs: But be it what it 
will,fin againſt Gods 0rdizazces mult not paſs without 
a zealous and ſerious Reproof:Such among us as affe& 
the term of Congregational brethren,inthe gathering of 
their Churches,run into an extzeamas far wide on the 
one hand,as the looſe,levelling Familiſts and Anabap- 
tiſts are on the other:thele dictate a liberty of accels 18 
the unbeptized, and thoſe deny 3t to the baptized. 
We mult needs imagine they agree both in one prin- 
ciple, that Baptiſme is not the ground of communion 
with the Church viſible , nor qualification of acceſs to 
God ; For if it be otherwiſe, as we have noted, 
it muſt be prophaneſs toadmit without it 3 and they 
have need of good warrant that will acquit them- 
ſelves from iwptety , in excluding the baptized from 
theſe priviledges. That ſuch are among us, who 
debar the baptized from their priviledges, is io ob- _ 
vious to every obſervant eye of the now only cryed 
up Church way,that I need not muck urge demonſtra- 
tions thereof : I well know ſore whoſe practice 
proclaimit,in their prinejples will di'own ic : butir is 
the property of that congregating way, to couch rheir 
principles until their pactice have proved their truth 
and goodneſs, and prociaimed them t:; oihers ; But 
if inthe terms charged any ſhall deny this ro be act- 
ed among us, Iſhall defireto underſtand why they 
declare privately, and publiquely men baptized to 
be ſtrangersto God and his Covenant ? why do they 


declixe 
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decline Communion with , and a care of baptized 
ſouls, as members of the Church ? and diQate a 
neceſtity of their comming into Church way and fel- 
lowſhip 2 and why do they dire& other ways for 
admiſſion of Church Members ? is there any terms 
more ordinary in the mouths of the congregated 
Saints towards thole whom they live amongſt, than 
Dogs, without , unbeleevers , not in a Church 
way? Do not the paſtors 'of theſe private (it may 
offend if I ſay ſeparate) Aſſemblies in their publique 
Miniſtry, ſpeak unto their baptized hearts, as aliexs 
and firaxgers to the Covenant and Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, men in the High-ways and Hedges > Do 
| they not-call them into their ſelf congregated and 
conſtituted Churches, as the ozly Churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt 2 Do not the particular members of theſe 
aſſemblies appropriate to themſelves the Title of 
Seints, beleivers , the people of God, the brethren £2 
If they know or deal with a man profeffing the ſame 
God and Chriſt, beptized , and of a godly conver- 
ſation , but ot in their Church way , they cannot 
know him in any Chriſtian relation 3 but can oppoſe 
to him a member of their private Atlembly , by the 
name of brother ſuch an one----, as if the other were 
#0 brother : Nay further , donot they decline com« 
munion with the baptized even fuch whom they can- 
not charge with any : iſible propkanenel(s,and againſt 
whom the Chrch never proceeded in cenſure?Hence 
they withdraw themſclves from publique aſſemblies 
in their fpecial adminiſtration of Church priviledges, 
denominate themielves the Church , and decline all 
Church aFions towards ſuch as come not into their 


Church-ways 3 though their PaFors will poſſeſs the 
| places, 
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places , and make a [hift to compel the (late cried 
down). parochial maintenance, yet of the people in 
common they take no charge : Brethrer will not 
own them as objects of firſt or ſecond admonition 5 
Paſtors will neither admit to the Lords Table the un- 
blameable parents, nor Baptiſe or Catechiſe their 
Children, nor <xerciſe any a& of diſcipline tewards 
the diſorderly, in order to their conviction and fal- 
vation ; but inall things'{o demean themſelves to- 
wards the baptized as men without the pale of the 
Church , meer heathen ; for Church miniſtrations 
areas muchreſerved from them as from ſuch who 
never yet had holineſs ſtamped on them: And if any 
do incline to aſſociate with them 1n the holy things 
of God , they muſt be admitted Members, and enter 
at thedoorof a Church Covenant, or mutual agree- 
ment among themſelves , and declaration of the 
work of grace upon their hearts , and their experi- 
enccs of God , which theſe Congregational-men have 
ſetup? If thisdialeR and deportment do not declare 
that liberty of acceſsro God, in the Aſſemblies of 
his people is denied to the baptized, I know not how 
to judge t: And how this will conſiſt with the nature, 
uſe and end of Baptiſm, I cannot diſcern : It 'by 
the waſhing of water , we were ſan@ified , how 
were we prophaned and again laid common? I never 
yet could underſtand any divine reje&ion; I am ſure 
it ismuch contrary to Gods wonted method and pati- 
ence, tocalt off a people adhering tohim , though 
lubject tomany aberrations and vile aFions towards 
him 3 and the extraordinary pleaſure of God is yet 
to be manifeſted : And if God count ns holy, and 
continue the liberty of our acceſs to him 1n his Or- 
| dinance, 
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dinance, they muſt produce a good commiſſion that 
ſhall caſt #s out, as prophane and anclean, if they 
expect weſhould be therewithal contented : If Bap- 
tiſm do incorporate into the Church of God , doth it not 
intitle to all the priviledges of the Church , and 
bind us toufe them, and the: Church to allow us the 
uſe of them ,' according to'our capacity ? If we are 
baptized into one body , have: we not the ſame rela- 
tion tothem that others have 2 Are we not all of 
"is one family ,. members of one body , and brethren, 
ſ-nsof the {ame Father ? Ought not all the Charch 
to be the Paſtors charge ? 1s not the rebuke of the diſ- 
orderly, his duty, as well as his encouragement of 
the orderly ? Doth not Baptiſze ſo knit us one unto ano- 
ther , that we are bound to.watch over one another, 
and doall brotherly duties > Why elſe doth-the Apo- 
{tle makeit an Argument, there is 0ze Baptiſm,Fph.4. 
we are all baptized into one body? 1 would fain know 
of what uſe Baptiſm is to them? is it not the ſame 
to others baptzed ? To count the baptized Dogs,mer 
without), todiſow the brotherhood, and the like,muſt 
needs deny that Baptiſen is the door. of admiſſion into 
the Church 3 and yet this in'terms they will not ſay, 
though they carry towards them as without , and 
_ callthemto be membersof theChurch, who already 
are members of the Church on as:good a ground & as 
clear amethod as:themſelves:If this be not a foleciſm 
in Chriſtianity., I know nothow.to make any-: As 
for- their admiſſion into the Church by Covenant; 
Agreement ; or Profeſſion , itiscleerly without Scrip- 
ture preſcription, or primitive preſident , that. ever I 
could yet find: : and I can deem 1t no other then an 


humane invention (if I may not call it ſuperſtition , 
the 


) 
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the countenance of which it bearsin my eye, whil(t 
it ſtands in the place of Baptiſm, and is made the 
onely way of conſecration unto Church communion, | 
whereby it plainly ſupplants Gods Ordinance. )T heſe 
things I note, but cannot ſtand to debate, intending 
| a reproof , not: diſpute, and to let men ſee the 
finfulneſs of this ſacred way of Twdependency, and ga- 
chering of Churches eut of Churches, whilſt it 
ſtarids guilty of a contempt of Gods way of acceſs 
unto hin, and admiſſion into his Church; of cexſort- 
ous niicharitableneſy towards their brethren inveſted 
with the reaſon of relationto the Lords people; and 
of canſtitution of Church Memberſhip, in a way of 
meer humane invention. 1 confeſs I have heard it 
often.noted, that the difference between Indepen- 
dents and others, is not ſo much as to maintain an 
irreconcileable diſtance 3 and I ſay ſo too: I could 
wiſh they were. more friendlilyunited : As to the 
fngle point of D3/cipline, they ſhall have-my conſent 
for a brotherly toleration of its exerciſe, till they 
areweary of it : But as for their ſeparation from the 
Charches of Jeſus Chriſt , ſelf-congregation into a 
Church, and ſecluſion of baptized ſenls , from ſacred 
Ordinances , and the like , they ſeem to meſo re-. 
pugnant to truth and order and ruinous to Gods 
Church and Ordinances.that I cannot without fin, but 
ſtand a profeſſed enemy thereunto. Let not men 
think that I allow the prophaneneſs of Chriſtians , be- 
cauſe 1 attedge their intereſt in the common admint- 
ſtration of the Covenant ; or that I think their en- 
joyment may aot be interrupted , becaufe I cannot 
conſent their intereſt be denied them : I have lear- 
ned to diſtinguiſh between right aud poſſeſſeon 5 om 

| where 
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where'the-one is clear, the other may be juſtyy 
ſometimes with-held : I well 'know prophane Chr 1- 
ſtians are auſtemly Saints , yet Saints 3 ſcandalous 
Diſciples, yet Diſtiples 3 diſorderly Brethren, yer 
Brethren 3 veſſels of diſhonour \ yet Veſlels inthe ſame 
houſe tothe Maſters uſe. T hat Church members be fur 
a'time ſiſpended from particular priviiedges, m ay 
beadmitted ; but ta private brethrens pleaſure to be 
ſleighted as no members, is not to be endured : That 
obſtinate incurable members be cat off, is the Church 
her dity; but that the Church be caſt off, is the cow- 
gregational impiety ? 1s there baptezed perſons, in 
works denying the God they profeſs ? Is there a 
brother a drunkard , an aduſterer, and. the like ? 
Doth not, Baptiſm appropriate them to the private 
- admonitionof particular brethren, and publique in- 
"ſpe&ion of Church Officers? Is not the delivering them 
tv Satan, for the buſfeting of the flefb, that the ſoul may 
be. ſaved, their priviledge by baptiſm ? Tf theſe holy - 
men would talk of correFing, caſting out , cutting off 
diſorderly baptized fouls , it would found well in 
my ears; but totalk of gathering Churches , coming 
 intoChnrch-way, admiſſion of Members,and the like, 
amongſt thoſe that bears holineſs in their fleſh , and 
have'on them the qualification of accels to God, 
ſounds fo harſhly in my eas, that T cannot but ab- 
hor it, asinconſeſtert with the nature of Baptiſm, ex- 
poling it to contempt , makingit of no effect, en- 
-dabgering the ſubverſion of the Church, and the uſher- 
ingin of Paganiſz ; whillt the baptized find them- 
elves rejeed, and not looked after , as of apy 
relation to God 3 they cannot but refign up thEm- 
ſelvesto their own luſts , and run into an gw 
| M 2 of, 
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of, and eftrangedneſs to God. It ſeems to me a 
moſt juſt Plea,that is made by Chriſtians in common; 
IVere we baptized ?- why are we diſowned, as to relati- 
0n to God and his Church ,' and caſt out of all the 
care of the Church, as if we were therennto ſtrangers? 
If theSeal of God beon us , why do.our brethren lift 
up themſelves about us , and engroſs to themſelves the 
titles, terms, priviledges , that belong in common to 
all baptized ſouls*If we walk worthy our relation, we 
are willing to be correFed 3 but muft we needs loſe our 
intereſt and be thruſt out of our fathers inheritance by 
our brethren, our forfeiture never being judicially ex- 
aFed? Gods Ordinances we could bear though ne- 
ver fo croſs to our nature , becanſe thereunto we are 
bound by our Baptiſm but the new ways purſned by 
oar brethren , and to us propoſed, are grievous to #1, 
becauſe we find them not in the grand Charter of our 
priviledge 5 willingly we would walk with Godin duty, 
and draw nigh to. him'in the Aſſemblies of his people, 
for that we are therennto conſecrated ;.but herein we ate 
debirred » and driver at a diſtance, as if Dogs, not 
Children; Heathens, not Chriſtians ; Aliens to the 
Covenant , not Heirs of Grace. 1f we, go aſtray, 
we think, thoſe that are ſet over ought to ſeck, us as 
Sheep , not ſuffer us to wander as Goats: . 'We. have 
cauſe to complain, . that ony. Shepherds feed themſelues, 
zot the Flack, 5 they feed upon the flock, and cloth 
them with the wool : kill the fat , but feed not the 
ſheep : The weak, they have nor ſtrengthened... the ſick 
they have not healed, not have they ſought that which 
was loſt . nor brought again, that which was driven 
pay 3 but with cruelty and rigor have they ruled us : 
We were ſcattered without a Shepherd. z; and when 
IJ we 
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we were diſperſed; every beaſt of the field devoured 
#9: We were ſheep ;; though wandring upon every 
. high hill and mountain; Gods Flock , thoughſca- 
tered through the earth, and none ſonght after us. 
If the Lord Jeſus ſubſcribe andaccept not this com- 
plaint as juſt and good, I know nothing of Goſpel me- 
. thod or order. | | 
Thus then I have noted the vanity and vileneſs 
of thoſe , whoſe carriage contradicts the nature of 
Baptiſm, and beſpeaks them 3»ſenſible of it, as an 
eſpecial qualification for confidence in acceſs to God 
in the Aſſemblies of his people. | 
The third and laſt Ule of this DoQrine, isby way 
cf Exhortation unto two eſpecial duties. _ 
Firſtz Acqualnt we our ſelves with the holy nature 
of Baptiſm, | 
Secondly,ACt we the courſe of our livesand carriage, 
as thoſe whoſe bodies are waſhed with:pure water, 
Of theſe give me leave. to ſpeak a word intheir 
order,and firſt;of the firſts: 4 <= 5 ren 
2 Acquaint we our ſelves with the holy nature of baptiſm; 
Underſtand its end, uſe,and effets:; Labour we to 
know the holineſs it ſtampson any ;_ the priviledges 
it confers; and how it confers them-'3 ſee' we the 
divine inſtitutionenforcing the duty of ſubjection to 
it, and the dignity received by it; Ignorance is: the 
Nurſery of Error , and Guard of all Prophaneneſs : 
All thoſe ordinances degrading , and vilifying notie 
ons that are conceived tn mens minds, all thoſe blaſ- 
phemies belched out of their mouths,and-all that con- 
temptible carriage under and towards baptiſm and 
the baptized , which we have before taxed, are no, 
other then. the; miſts and. filthy fogs of a blind 
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mind , to. be diſperſed by a right apprehenſion 
of the holy nacure thereof : Ignorance is noted 
in Scripture as the ground of »7jrael/s impiety- : 
very often doth God complain, they kxow not me 
and are a people who wil not xanderſtand;my people periſh 
for lackofknowledge ? Knowledge is the propounded 
cure of all prophaneſsand contempt of holy things - 
it is the principle of Regeneration to be > oy, in 
the ſpirit of the minde. Our Saviour corrects the pro- 
phanatian of the Temple. by. an, iz zs written, my 
houſe ſhall be called, an houſe of prayer 3 and diſpels 
all rude traditions, which made the Law of God of 
none effe@, by an expoſition of the Law: Andthe A- 
poſtle correds the prophane uſe of the Lords Sup- 
per, by explaining the nature, form, and ufe there- 
of, telling them ſometime this is not to eat the Lords 
S#pperzand other times pointing to the Ordinance, by 
a,The Cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is the Communion; 
and an,7 received from the Lord, what I delivered unto 
you. The ſame is tobe the cure of the prophanenels of 
every Ordinance of God, (viz) the underſtanding of 
Its ule and nature. They that know not the benefit of . 
aDeniſon of Ergland, or a Freeman of Loxdor, muſt 
needs diſeſteem,dilregard,and deſpiſe thepriviledges. 
thereof, Is it any marvel to hear men ſpeak,:and ſee 
men carry contemptibly towards a ſealed parch- 
ment, whoſe uſe and nature he doth not underſtand? 
but. ſuch as know thereof the uſe and value, will pur- 
chaſe them at a dear rate, and priſe them above ma- 
ny things ſimply, and in- themſelves more-confidera- 
ble. In a word, I muſt ſay, ifmen knew that Gods 
tmage and authority was ſet on Baptiſm, they. would 
not dare todiſpiſe its ſexeplicity and meanneſs; If they 

_ _ under- 
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underſtood it to-be the 4oor of admiſſion into the 
Church, incorporation into' Chirſts body, and me- 
thod of matriculation into the houſhold of Faith , they 
could never ſcorn it , or fit indifferent to it 3 but 
muſt fee , as ever they will put oz Chriſt Jeſus, 
and be united fo his body, they muſt be baptized; 
nay further , ſuch as are ſenfibly affeted with it as 
a Seal of the Covenant of grace,and lo ground of faith, 
as a ſacred qualification of approach to God , without 
which we may not come nigh unto him 3; and as the 
ordained Ark of Salvation , whereby we ſtand fe- 

arated from the world unto ſo great advantages 
bo could not but fet onit an high eſteem, rejoycing 
in his baptiſz: , blefling God for fuch diſtingurſhing - 
grace , and thankfully improve the fame tohis en- 
couragement in, and engagement unto duty. Let 
it thereforebe your care with all diligence, to ftu- 
dy the nature of the Ordinance , and underſtand its 
uſe, vertue and value; that by ignorance you loſe 
not its effects, or be led into errontons notions, 
luke-warmaffeRions:to., and prophane expreſſions 
towards ſo holy and neceſſary an Ordinance. 


The fecond Exhortationis, To a& onr coxverſati- 
871, 48 ſenſible , that the body waſhed with pure water, 
wuſt qualifiens with confidence in acceſs 10 God. ' Ler 
your knowledge of the right uſe and nature of 
Baptiſm appear in-your lives and carriage under, and 
towards ſo holy an Ordinance : Take heed of pro- 
phe IEngy » diſeſfteeming high privikdges; 
and contemning [pecial grounds of faith and privi- 
ledges of grace : and more particularly, *' 


1. DireR. 


—— 
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- I. Dire. Admit not men into communion with 
the Church in other Ordinances and ats ofworſhip, that 
have not been baptized, Let them enter at the right 
door, that receive Gods alms: Call not them the 
Lords people, who wear not the Lords livery : com- 
municate not the priviledges of the Saints, .with 
them whe ſtand Aliens and Strangers to the Com- 
mon-wealth of Iſrael : Let not: them approach the 

reſence of an holy God, who _ never ſandified 
bs the waſhing of water by the word : And in a 
word, take heed of running into'the abomination of 
bringing into Gods SanQuary, the wunbaptized i fleſh : 
Invert not Gods order and the Goſpel method of ap- 
proach to God.Theſe might have ſeemed needleſsex- 
hortations heretofore,but now do not; for that many 
in the midſt of us do not onely diſown their own bap- 
tiſme,but their Iſſue unbaptized;And great is the pre- 
ſent, and greater will be the fnture danger of admit- 
ting to fit at the Lords Table,ſuch asxever were bapt;- 
zed:I could heartily wiſh we could keep a Regiſter of 
the unbaptized, as we do of the bapttzed: How- 
ever, let the admiciſtrators of holy things, make it 
their firſt enquiry, Fereyoubaptized? and take heed 
they pollute not Gods SanQuarie,by admitting there- 
unto the men whoſe bodies were not waſhed with. pure 
water : Be not deceived with a pretence' of real/ 
grace; for grace muſt needs be pretended, where a- 
ny of Gods Ordinances are deſpiſed, and Chriſts pre- 
ſcribed order is negleQed 5; but if it were real, it is 
not the Churches guide, who cannot know. it : Out-- 
ward qualifications muſt be their direction, and Go- 
ſpel order in peoples approach to God,is their charge 
and muſt be their'care. | 

He) 2, Direc. 
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2. DireQ. Attend with reverence and affe@®ion, the 
adminiſiration of Baptiſme nnto others. Tarn not 
your backs on ſo holy an Ordinance and eminent 
action 3 but conſider it is an a& of worſhip, and Ordi- 
ance of God, as well as preaching or prayer and our 
attendance on all ads of Religion, is duty 5 it is a ſo- 
lems and ſacred aFion, ſeparating perſons unto God, 
ſan@ifying them for God, ſtamping upon men holineſs 
to the Lord, ſetting them as members of the Church, 
the body of Chriſt 5 and ſolemnly dedicating them 
to the ſervice of Father , Son, and holy Ghoſt. 
And doth not this call for the attendance of all the 
Lords people ? Shall not the wcrth of union with 
Chriſts Church, and conſecration to God, be witneſ- 
ſed tobe of weight by the reverent attendance of 
the Allemblie > Are not all concerned in, and to be 
edified by the Ordinance, and ſhall they ſleight it, 
and turn back on it? Conſider the reproof of the 
guilt of ſuch negle& : let it quicken you to duty : let 
your preſence at, and reverence in the admiſtration 
of Baptiſme, beſpeak your ſenſe of its ſacred nature 
and Calliring uſez making a Church Ordinance 
private by confining it to your houſes, or runnin 
from itsadminiſtration in the publique place, mu 
needs be the reſult of low thoughts. Clandeftire bap- 
tiſes, is thecloud of Baptiſm; and the rude out-rug- 
ning that Ordinance, runs it into contempt 3 be 
witneſſes of their 7zcorporation with whom you muſt 
live incommunion in Gods Ordinances. 


3. Direftion. Argue your Baptiſm to your engage- 
ment to, and enconragement in drawing nigh 10 God. 
- Your bodies are waſhed with pure water, provoke 
your 
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your ſpiritsto draw nigh in the aſſurance of faith : 
Confiderthat by your baptiſme, you are ſexgled ont 
of the world,and ſet in a capacity of Salvation: You are 
placed inthe Ark 3 will you periw In the common de- 
luge of mankinde 2. You ſan@ified unto God by 
the waſhing of water 3 will you ſtand at a diſtance 
from God, as ſtrangers to him ? You are are in the 
 orderof his own appointment, ſuited for divixe ſo- 
ciety, 3 will you live as without God, without hope 
in the world? You are the ſealed Sons and ſubjets of 
| the Covenant; and will you paſs away your time as 
Bankrupts, that poſſeſs nothing ? You have put oz 
Jeſus Chriſt his liveryz will you not do him homage 
with all chearfull loyalty £ You are entred into the 
heuſhonld of faith and Church of God; ſhall not their 
eommunion be to you comfortable ? Is not Baptiſm 
a ground of faith and encouragemen; twhy are you then 
ſo diſpondent in appearing before God ?. Is it not 
your Run Boxd unto divine ſervice why are you 
then ſodull and backward unto duty? Was your Bap- 
tilm 4 meer complement, that you doe not mind it or 
make uſe of it nowit is paſt? Is it nota moral inſtru- 
ment tobe improved by meditation, affording mat- 
ter of connſel and comfort? Nay lsit not Gods Ordi- 
1ance, agronnd of faith, pledge of love, Ladge of relati- 
94, to be argued irto the awe and encouragement of 
our acceſs to God ? !s not Baptiſm ax initiating ſeal: 
aſluring us of initiating graces ? hath it not plaxted 
us into the Olive, that we might extract ſap and 
juyce to the bringing forth fruits of Rightcouſneſle ? 
In aword, Baptiſm is greatly advantagious to hope 
end holineſs, if but duly ur. proved by a@s: of Faith. 
We find no profit in it, becauſe we look for none 
| from 
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from it. If right aſſured, be never claimed, how 
ſhall it'be poſſeſſed? If ſin-mortifying engines be 
never uſed, fin muſt needs have dominion over the 
' ſoul: I would to God, I could but perf wade Chriſti- 
ans to fit down, and ſeriouſly contemplate their 
Baptiſm in order to their holineſs; and thus reflect ir. 
I am'baptized : Swrely then I an under ſome more tha 
ordinary engagement: Therereby T was waſhed from 
old -\ins; ſhall 7 then livein them, or ſo far forget my 
ſelf, as not to let vertue, knowledge, temperance 
brotherly kindneſſe, patience; godlineſs, all the 
graces of God 'to abound in me ? 1s not Baptiſm the 
dew of Heaven, that waters the Garden of God © Hath 
it been diſtilled on-me, and ſhall T be fonnd idle and 
unfrunfull, 2 Pet, 1. 5,6,:7, 8,0.'T have been bap- 
tized into the deathof Chriſt, buried with- him 1n 


[ e+e 


holineſs ? In a word, Baptiſm is the leal of the Covenant 
N 2 {et 
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ſet in my fleſh, axdthe cauſing me to ſeethe evil of 
my waysand doings, and to be aſhamed and for- 
ſake them 3 the taking away the ſtony heart, and 
| giving an heart of fleſh 3” the putting Gods Spirit 
within me, that I may walk in his ways, are the 
promiſes of the Covenant 3; why then do not graceleſs 
claim them , and by prayer plead my baptiſm for the 
obtainment of them 2 For he is faithful that hath pro- 
miſled, but will wot perform , until they be acked in 
faith : And as our baptiſm is thus a moral argument 
of holineſs to our Gives , It is the more helpful 
bereunto , becauſe it anſwers all temptations unto 
ſin. When we are aſſaulted with the pollutions that 
are inthe world through luſt , we may anſwer, we 
are waſhed with pure water , and may not be again de- 
filed : The cogency of cuſion muſt give place tothe Co- 
verant We have made in baptiſm : The violent temp- 
tations of Satanrecoile upon the returnsof baptiſt : 
I am baptized, filencethall ſuggeſtions to fin : 7 am 
baptized izto the Name of Father , Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt , is the onely Spel (to ſpeak with reverence) 
that charms the Devi]. For it imports thus much : 
Shall the Children of God converſe with his Ene- 
mies ? the confederates of God break his gommands 2? 
the ſeparated ont of tbe world', be ſubject ta the 
Prince of the World 2. Or doth malicious Satan 
think the ſealed of the Lord, ſhall be ſo nuch 
fleighted by their Lord, as to be taken captive at 
bis will 2 'Oh |! play the man is a rational :ma- 
nagement of your baptifm,it will much advance:your 
Chriſtanicy all your days. 


&s 
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As Baptiſm is a» help to holineſs, ſo alſo to hope; 
tobe improved by due Ads of faith , as it is an Or- 
dinance of God , for our encouragement in acceſs ro 
him : many ſouls ſtand at a diſtance from divine Or- 
dinances 3 or draw nigh with much trembling, which 
would be diſpelled by due apprehenſions of Baptiſm: 
Let ſuch therefore confider , that under the want 
of ſpecial, they ought to rejoyce in general expreſſi- 
ons of Gods love, and arguments of hope 3 and im- 
mediate aflurances of divine favour are not to be ex- 
peRed, whilft we have mediate Ordinanceson which 
to atour Faith : 0#r hope muſt come into the ſoul in 
the ſame way, with holinef, by a moral improvement 
of Gods Grace , inhis Ordinances to us extended ; 
let therefore the deſponding Chriſtian , that trem- 
bles to converſe with Gods people ,. to come nigh 
Gods Table , or claim any of Gods promiſes, 
fic down and ſeriouſly diſcourle his Baptiſm. T am 
Baptized 3 was this an. empty Ordinance 2 Shall my 
anbelciving heart imagine any divine inſlitution to be 
empty and invain impoſed £ No, All the ways of God 
arc truth , he never ſubjeFed ſouls to any falacy , nor 
c#n do : Why then art thou ſo ſad O my foul? truſt 

ſtill God in him wHlI hope , for be hath eſtabliſhed 
# Covenant of peace extended to my' Parents, and 
through them to me, and ſet the Seal thereof, Faptiſm, 
in my fleſh and is not Baptiſm a pletlge of his afteCtion 
tome, a badge of my relation to him? Fhy them do 
T ſay be knows me not, or I beloug not to him # Do all 
the Sous of Adam wear this livery 8 Is there & fpecial- 
ty in the application of water; andhathit not extended 
' $o ane? ſhall l ſay 1 have received no favour peculiar 
#0 
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to the Lords people, and diſtin from the maſs of 


mankind? Nay, I am by baptiſm. a: matiiculate Dil- 


ciple '# Chriſt his School, an incorporated Member 
of the houſhhold of Faith © Why then do l fear to feed 
on childrews bread ? and.to uſe thou priviledges that do 
belong to the Citizens of the Neww Jeruſalem 2 Why 
am Tas analien and ſiranger from the common wealth 
of Iſrael? Thave by Baptiſm put on Jeſus Chriſt,ad 
ſhall I fear to come before the Father £ is not he bis be- 
loved $0n in whom he is well pleaſed? Is not. Baptiſue 
a Seal of Gods Covenant ? 'why then do 1 not clains 
the promiſes e What though I ſee mot Gods privy 
Seal, the Spirit of, adoption 5 zs the broad Seal of 
the Covenant of no force and value 5 doth it in vain 
bear on it divine authority? why then-js it called the 
Ark of Salvation * why hath God ſaid, he that be- 
leiveth and is baptized , ſhall be ſaved? Shall 7 loſe 
#29 ſalvation , for not jojning faith to wy baptiſm ? 
What theugh 1 find manyrude Chriſtians and prophane 
erſons in the Church claiming priviledges by.their Bap- 
Els 5 canT deny in ſome things their claim to be 'ggod, 
though they be wicked ? And wherein it is notgogd to 
them, breaking the Covenant, tray it not be good to ang, 
poor me, that deſire to keep the covenant of my Gad® na 
word, bath not God ſanciitied me to himſelf, :by :the 
waſhing of water 5 and.doth he not call men, to 
draw nigh to htmin aſſurance of faith , .baving. the 
body, waſhed with pure water, axd ſball 7 þe diſ- 
mayed in acceſs to hims 0h. the wickedneſs of 


- doubripg , 4hqt doth ſpring .ſrom iguarance wf" Go 


haly Ordinazces. |- the ſin of. my deſpondency, } but 
deters. me from duty, and. expoſeth my baptilma to 
contempt £.-1will ſure caſt off. this eftate., aud hence: 
-S © 
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forward continue with the Churchix the Word, break- 
of bread, and prayer, and uſe of all other privi” 
ledges of grace; and compoſedly prize the benefit of 
Ordinances , that by rational aFs of faith in them, I 
may at length arrive at the fulneſs of aſſurance : Thus 
then Chriſtians argue to your ſelves, the duty and 
dignity of of your baptiſm , enjoy with comfort the 
priviledges thereby conferred : Know and approve 
your ſ{clves asbaptiſed : and thereby 

Singled out of the World by Baptiſm, and ſet in a 
capacity of Salyation,as was Noahs family in the Ark, 
I Pef. 3.321. | 

SanGified unto God, Baptiſm being the ſo- 
lemn form of conſecration, Eph. 5. 26. 

Sons and SubjeFs of the covenant , invelted. with 
Chriſt, incorporated into his Church, the ſeal of which 
3s in your Heſh by baptiſm. .* 

Smired for. divine Society, by the explation of 
guilt, extirpation of ſins power, and exa& confe- 
deration with God 3 all which the Scriptures note , 
tobe the ctfe& of Baptiſm, or the wathing of the 
body.yyith pur water. 

In the apprehenſton and argumentation of theſe 
priviledges , let me'guide your judgements by pro- 
poundi#o: your conſideration, theſe ſeveral rules 
of Caution. | 


1. Rule. Salvation and SanGification , and the like 
priviledges, are naturally argued from Baptilm, as it 
5s an Ordinance of God ordained to that end. There- 
fore the effects are toit attributed :. Tt. 1n all things 
neceflary bears an analogy with Circumciſion, and 
propounds moral con{tderatians'to-that end, to = | 

reaſo- 
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reaſonable ſoul of man, to be argued by contempla- 
tive adts of faith. ' 


2. Rule. All that will be ſanGified , ſaved, and 
enjoy the before noted priviledges , wuft be baptized. 
All that will in any 0:dinary way poſſeſs them (for 
extraordinary providences are beyond the reach of 
our debate) muſt be baptized : not onely on the 
necefiity of a command from God , but the nature 
of the Ordinance, being the means appointed,rigttly 
conſtituted , and readily concluſive to ſuch an end : 
So that none #»baptized , can on any ground expect 
1 to enjoy , nor may warrantbly be admitted to the 

L- " ges of a ſandtified and ſaved people of the 
l Lord. ; 


3. Rule. Sowre baptized , enjoy theſe priviledger of 
ſalvation , ſanTification, and the like, viſibly and 
ſymbolically 3, others, really, ſincerely , and ſavingh. 
Some are ſeemingly ſaved and ſanQified in the fight 
of men and eſteem of the Church : Theſe enjoy the 
outward Ordinance only , and that is the guide and 
ground of humane cenſure , and the judgement of 
the Church : Hence the term Saint ,- Beleiver, Diſci- 
ple, Brother , 1s1n Scripture given, and Miſt be by 
the Church yeilded to Hypocrztes 3 yea, to viſible pro- 
phane perſons, but baptized : but others are fin- 
cerely and ſavingly pollelled of theſe priviledges,not 
onely in the judgement of the Church , but by-the 
Teſtimony of their own conſcience and ſpirit of 
adoption. Theſe enjoy not onely the outward fign, 
but alfo the inward grace of baptiſm; have not only 
the body waſhed with pare water , but. alſo the heart 
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ma from an evil conſcience : The outward Or- 

inance and inward grace are ſometimes divided , ac- 
cording to the viſible and. invifible miniſtration of 
the Covenant : Baptiſm is to all , the ſame in its 
nature , but not in its effeFs : itis in it ſelf effica- 
cious to all ,, but in ſome, not meeting with due ca- 
pacity, acts of faith, to improve it , it becomes 
.not effectual. Many baptized, and by the Church 
.called heirs of glory ,. lole their hopes, holineſs, and 
heaven .it ſelf; not becauſe Baptiſm did not ſeal 
#t, and confer a ground or right , but becauſe the 
foul ated not faith in the .right unto the claim of 
what was conferred: None ſo deſervedly loſe their 
inheritance as thoſe who: improve not their ſealed 
evidence to due claim , Take heed leſt there be 
among you a prophane Eſax,, heirs of his Fathers 
bleſſing , who for a meſs of, Pottage ſold bis birth- 
right. Men inthe Church contented, with Creature- 
comforts, claim not the priviledges of the Cove- 
nant conferredby their Baptiſm, and fo loſe their 
birth-right. | 


4, Rule. The outward priviledges of Baptiſas en- 
joyed-viſibly and in the judgement of the Church, may 
be forfeited , and by the cenſures of the Charch taken 
' away. A brother may be made as a Pablican and 
| Heathen 3 a member of Chriſts body may be cut of 3 
arſd a Servant of God may be delivered zzto $atan 5 
the Citizens of- Jeruſalem: may be disfranthiſed >pri- 
yate perſons may not at pleaſure diſown baptized 
ſouls; but the publique cenſures of the Church, if 

* unworthy: their received Baptiſm, may diſcharge 
"themChurch communion, and diveſt them of falva- 
CIISNY O tion, 
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tion, ſandification, intereſt in the Covenant, which 
clave non errante, the Church not erring , is rati- 
fiedia Heaven , as well as in the Church viſible wp- 
on earth. | 


5. Rule. Salvation, Sand#ification, and the privi- 
ledges of the Covenant , may by Baptiſin be confer- 
red on thew who are not ſenſible of the Ordinance , or 
in 4- preſent capacity of nſing them. Right may be 
formally conferred , where it is not preſently acted, 
The King may be crowned in the Cradle, the crown 
be ſet on his head as token of right, before his 
hand can hold the Scepter. Prefent incapacity of 
uſe is no bar to the laying the foundation of a 
future claim. Many men at years, muſt review the 
Decrees concerning their eſtates, which were fealed 
in Infancy : Infants may have their Baptiſm as 
ſoon as bora , whereby they muſt claim the Cove- 
nant, whenthey cometo years of capacity. 


6. Rule. The baptized, not arguing joy and duty 
from their baptiſm , do againſithe nature of the ordi- 
zarce : andeitherdiſown its inſtitutiov to that end, 
.or deny its efecacythereunto, and diſeſteem 1s ſpe- 
clalty, as related to the Covenant and people of 
God : Therefore deliver we our ſelves from fin, 
and let uscarefully improve our baptiſm as the qua- 
25 that fits us for a confidence inappreach'to 
G TN | 


The fourth direGion or exhortatian, is to Pa 
rents, Chriſtian Parents. #ith ardent care and af- 
feTion, 
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feTion, preſent your Infants unto baptiſme, and inſtru 
them in their baptiſmal priviledge. Your children may, 
nay #zuſt, by your care, come nigh to God, Let them 
then be conſecrated 3 they are as your natural iſſue, 
an holy ſeed begotten to the Lord : Holyin the efteexs 
of the Church, and extent of the Covenant ; partakers 
of the fatnels of the Olives ; Heirs of the promiſe 
of Remiſhon and Salvation; . children of the Cove- 
nant 3 bearing Chriſt his Name, as his Diſciples to 
bereceived, not offended,as we have before proved, 
And ſhall not they come nigh to God, enter into 
his Sanctuary, be joyned to the aſſemblies of his peo- 
ple ? Hath not Chriſt ſaid to the rebukers of ſuch 
approach, Suffer little children to come nnto me, and 
forbid them not, for ſuch are of the kingdome of heaven, 
and capable of my bleſſing 2 and ſhall not then In- 
fants be admitted members of Chriſt his body, and 
have the ſeal of the Covenant ſet in their fleſh, and 
holinefs ſtamped on them ? Shall they not be conſe- 
crated tothe Lord : hath not the Lord appointed 

the fame ſanctifying Ordinance to root and braxches ? 
and will you not with care and affe&tion purſue it? 
Shall God give your children Covenant intereſt, and 
ſhall not your paternal care provide"for the corffir- 
mation of it, by the ſeal of which they are capable? 
Would you not affeRionately contend for their inte- 
reſt in a worldly eſtate ? neglect it not inan heaven- 
lj : but when God gives you children, be*'carefull 
with all convenient ſpeed, to'give them back again 
to God +: When you have brought forth'hezrs' of the 
Conrnant, with due reverence bring them to Gods 

Church, to be inrolled, 2nd have their interelt ſealed 
by Baptiſime : Provoke not God to meet with you, 

| O 2 as 
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as with Moſes, for your negle& of ſanQifying your 

ſeed by his holy Ordinances : Let not your children 
have cauſe to curſe and complain of your neglect of 
their baptiſm. Let not your affeQtion to your In- 
fants baptiſm be cooled, or care for it be checked 
by the fooliſh exceptions of their adverſaries, whileſt_ 
you ſee their intereſtis cleer. What if it be objected, 

that all the arguments for their Baptiſme is by way of 
inference and conſequence ? Is not Scripture conſe- 
quence, Gods word binding conſcience, produced 
by our Saviour as a ground of faith, to prove 


*the Reſurretion and his own ſufferings? Is it a 


ſufficient warrant of womens receiving the Lords 
Supper, and will it not prove Infants right to Bap- 
tiſme ? and dire the ſubjetts to whom a ſacred 
Ordinance muſt be applied ? I have before eviden- 
ced Infants right to Baptiſm, and given ſufficient an- 
{wer to the objeQtionsurged againſt it : I would now 
engage you Parentsto make conſcience of your duty 
to baptize your children: Contract not on your ſelyes 
the guilt of the ſacriledge before noted:; and the 
more to encourage you hereunto, let me ſhew you 
ſome of thoſe many advantages that attend the i- 
fant ſeaſon of Baptiſm, whereinit is to be preferred 
before haptiſme at grown years : Reverend Mr. Forde, 
in hispractical] uſe of Infant-Baptiſme, .bach very 
affetionately enforced this argument, and ſhew- 
ed many benefits ; Irefer you ſerionſly to read them 
And for your preſent help, let me wiſh you to conlt- 
der.that Infant Baptiſm confers on us theſe ſeveral 
priviledges, which adult Baptiſme leave us without: 
1, Infant Baptiſme expreſſeth fins natyre. 
. 2, 'Explaineth. the benefit of Relation, and the 
| method 
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method of the Covenant, and eminently dignifyerh 
the children of ſuch parents. 

3. Enlargeth and eſtabliſheth the Church. 

4. Exciteth Repentance. 

5. Enforceth Faith. 
. 6. Engageth duty. 

7. Encourageth unto death. 

None of theſe do fo naturally flow from the bap- 
tilme-of men of grown years, as we fhall plainly ſee 
by a particular conſideration of them, b 

The firſt benefit by Infant- Baptiſme is, That it 
expreſſeth the ſin of nature, and engageth againſt it. 
Baptiſm doth it ſelf declare. fin-tobe defiling, but 
the ſpreading property thereof is evidenced by , 7nfant 
Baptiſm. They that are waſhed,mult needs witnels they 
were unclean; but their early Baptiſme, mult needs 
note their nncleanneſs is in their natare, not in their 
perſons;for poor Babes, they have acted neither good 
. Nor evil : That; Babes mug} bear the, ,pain; of 
Circumciſion beſpeaks a foresjn upon their .heaxe, 
that makes them prophane to God. The Baptiſm of 
men at years,doth indeed minde them that they are 
filthy,but that is a filthineſs of their perſon, eviden- 
Ccing that they having committed, many, actual 'cor- 
ruptions, that appears to them : hut that, they are 
tranſereſſors from the womb, conceived in fin, and 
brought forth in iniquity, of a prophane lump,.and pollu- 
ted intheir very being 3 it no. way at.all cqnvincethz 
no, that is the language of che baptized before attuall 
fin. The baptiſmzeand bxrial., of;our babes, hath ever 
been in the Church of os, wo.unanſwerable argu. 
ments againſt the Pelagian fancie, that childrew have 
20 inbred. corruption, but ſix by imitation: If. we give 
away 
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away the firſt, it 1s juſt God ſhould take away the ſe- 
cond, by giving us barren'wombs, Infants Baptiſme 
was urged by Aſtin againſt Pelagizz, 'to the puzling 
of him in his denyal 'of original'ſin - yet he never 
denyed them to be baptized; which had been a-rea- 
dy anſwer; nor was he ever able to withſtand the 
conſequence : For if baptized before polluted in 
perſon , they muſt needs be unclear in nathre 3 
before aFnall ſiz paſs from them, original fx muſt 
needs be upon thern, before they are capable of any 
imitation, then they muſt needs be the ſubjes of 
imbred corruption : For Baptiſme cannot be denyed 
tobe Gods Ordinance of Remiſſiox and Regeneration ; 
and further, this evidence of hereditarie fin muſt 
needs engage hereditarie enmity, and ſo irreconcile- 
able hatred, much more violent and implacable than 
that which is perſor2al, being inforced by,the antiquity 
of the quarrel: it runs ina blood,and paſſeth from pa- 
rents'to children I have obſerved a great aptitude 
in the enemies of Infants Baptiſme, to' embrace the 
Arminian fancies, and deny all origina! fr: And it 
isno marvel, whilſt their principles are {© n-cer of kin; 
one Error will 'cafily ingender another. As -yor you 
will make viſible the ſex of nature, baptize 1-1 bobes 
before they be ſtained with a@nal guilr. iq 
The ſecond Benefit of Infant Baptiſme is, That 
it explaizeth the benefit of Relation, and the method 
of tranſmitting the Covenant of Grace. Baptiſme'; as a 
cal of the Covenant, ſheweth intereſtin the Oove- 
nant, and the benefit of perſona! qualification that 
fits for it 5 but it 1s, the Bafart ocaſon, that ſheweth 
that God hath wiſely ordered Grace to run in 14- 
#ares channel 5 and parental" relation', under ſuch 
woke | 
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a qualification as Beleivirg, to engender a propriety 
to baptiſm. He that firſt receives the Patent of ho- 
nour , candiſcern no benefit of relatiow 3 ſave what 
is future 3 and if this patent be onely perſonal, he 
ſeeth none at all : but hereditary hononrs are demon- 
ſtrationsof re/ation and its advantage; hereby a man 
knows what his benefit is, in being the Child of 8 
Baronor Earl, rather then of a common Knight or 
Gentleman: Baptiſm applyed to men of years, doth 
indeed demonſtrate a Covenant of grace granted 
on good behaviour unto every individual perlon; but 
wholly obliterateth the ſeeds intereſt and extent of 
the Covenant unto natural -3/z#e, in order xo their 
good behaviour 3 It declareth expreſly ,-that-asto 
the ſpeciality of Gods igrace , relation te teleining 
Parents , i3:w0 priviledge: As good be the'ithild of 
Amereon , a8 of Abraham; of a-Pagan asa Chriſtian : 
which isclearhjcontrary to the tenure. of the Cove- 
nant; 7 will be'thy God.,, andthe God of ithy ſoad:: 
"The promiſe '#x t0 you.: and your' Children 2: and' the 
ound of applying/the iniciating)ſeal ; is relatiom:to 
neh Parents. Therefore every. man: child at eight 
daysold , ſhall be circumciſed , thatithereby it may 
appear ,- theorder of! my Covenant is;,:ito beleeving 
Parents, and their ſeed art. the benefttiof relation 
to ſuch Children ſhall be', -that-.7; will be':their i God. . 
Relation to the Olive, s the .realgn of thebtanches 
fatneſs : The Jews relation to: therr pious progeni- 
tots ; is the onely remaining. hope'dfthew:converti- 
on , they are:beloved off God," arcordingtbrielethion, 
for the fathers fuke' > Rom: Its, 28. If werwiltmain- 
"tain the kowledge of relative: advantages iz the Cove- 
"nat of Orace ,. carefully baptyrerve'\owr babes intheir 
"3 Infancy, 
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Tnfanty , as the plaineſt comment-thereon:1o. when 
they ſhall conſider themſelves to have. been: ſealed 


and ſanQified"to 'God , before they-had: in them- 


ſelves the leaſt of perſonal qualification:; they - will 
bleſs God for:the Covexant of their. fathers: and the 
extent of it 'to the ſeed of belzever;,and:giving;them to 
be burn of ſuch'favourites to Heaven : the great 
aſſertors of.the Baptiſm of grown perſons;to defend 
their notion, do'in the miniſtration of grace,\:dar- 
kenallrelation ,-and disfranchiſe'all poſtefity:, 'in- 
terpreting the clear text of Scripture, The: <1 6-he 
t0y0u and your Children , by a perſonal qualification, 
when God ſhall call them ;; as if the Holy: Ghoſt bad 
ſpoken nonſence;;' :and-uſed a term of 'relafihn.-1n 
yain , and to-no purpoſe: But certainly wheaGod 
eſtabliſhed a Covenant of Grace. he < 
natures courſe , but provided relatidn eo the: privi- 
ledgesthereof in his Church , as wel her advan- 
tagesinthe:world 3, nor did he inithe leaſty intend 
Religion to be anabridgementof pargntal .gight 4nd 
-power of dedication of their feed tg-the ferutce;of 
their God, | as well as defignation to: x69: 9600þl 
trade: and therefore he appointed/aifexl of his /C9- 
zvenant',  andſacredBond to: his ownfenvice,wjzere- 
by: ſubjects .meerly paſtive. (as: was! befare nated) 
might be-at{the' pleafure of Parents to hitwprefent- 
ed :'Ahd hereokf#faxt Baptiſm , isthe onely viſible 
evidence inthe whole World : Root anfl Braxches., 
Parentrand children, \atealways homogeneal ; > Na- 
ture inakes all refations to be of \the ſame kind ;, and 
Grace/,-not inverting Natures$ order, . will /haye-the 
children ; by the: dignity of 'a:ſacred ordinance , to be 
declared of the holy kind , with their Parents 5..agd 


? 
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by this religious badge of Baptifine;, be: diſtinguiſhed 
from other Children of Turks; Jews, and Pagans, 


who like their Parents,remain prophane and eſtrang- 


ed unto God : And thus Infant Baptiſme, doth not 
only evidence yelation and its benefit, the method 
and order of the Covenant to wen within, but alſo to 
menwithout the Church, that it may be to them an en- 
couragement to lay hold on the Covenant of God, 
for that they do not only provide for their own per- 
ſonal term, But ſee Grace allo extexded' to their iſſue, 
on the very ground of relation natural unto them, 
under a Chriſtian qualification. And 'this is eſpecially 
profitable to the Jew, who having had the Covenant 
of God to themſelves and ſeed natural, as their ſeed, 
and that witneſſed by theiinitiating ſeal-uf Circumerſf- 
en,fet in the fleſh of their childrex,”"mulſt needs ſtumble 
at the new Covenant,if it exclude their iflue,as hath 
been before noted :. So that the Infant-Baptiſme, fo 
cleerly witneſſing the order of the Covenant;and be- 
nefit of relation to beleeving Parents, to the comfort 
of men within 'the Church,and exconragement of men 
without the Church, it muſt needs be more profitable 
than the Baptiſme ar grown years; which cartails the 
Covenant,euts off poſterity,caſts out of the Church, all 
relation natiral j\and maketh all miniſtrations of 
Grace to be meer]y perſoxal. 

The third benefit of Infant-Baptiſm is That it 
enlargeth the bounds, and eſtabliſheth the being. of the 
Church of Gad ; but the baptiſme of grown men doth 
much confine the borders, and hazard the being of 
the Church. Infant-Baptifm doth enlarge the Church 
by the ſpreading of it through whole Families, 
Conntries and Nations 5 perſons are private and 
perifhing but poſterity G publique and flouriſh- 


ing, 
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ing holy ſeed is the Churches nurſerie, whileſt grows 
trees are fading'z Lawbs are the increaſe of Chriſts 
Fold, when old ſheep are few and dying 3 and ſucceſ-- 
ſors the ſureſt title and ſtrongeſt ground of claim : 
when from generation to generation the Church of 
God is continued ina conſtant Race, from Father to 
Son, it is much eſtabliſhed againſt helliſh oppeſition. 
Nature hath made all living Creatures, ſeminal that 
that they might multiply and continue : the 
courſe of providenceis the lame to the Church that 
it is to the World : certainly the only wiſe God 
well knew the beſt way to enlarge and eſtabliſh his 
own kingdome upon Earth;and he, though he found- 
ed his Church in an old ftock, yet ordered the {pread- 
Irg of it by zatyral branches, and preſervation, of It 
by poſterity: The method of God muſt needs. be 
the ſame in the maintenance of his Church under the 
new, as it was under the old Teſtament, and he that 
takes up kis Church from one Nation; on deſigne to 
extend it through all the nations of the World, would 
never plant it only in perſonal, periſhing plants 3 but 
provide for their ſcattering an holy-ſeed, for its in- 
creaſe and ſucceſſion. The promiſe of the Churches 
increaſe in Goſpel times, .it noted to be by childrez; 
the promiſe is expreſs, 1 will lift up my Standard to 
the Gentiles, and they fhall bring thy ſons in their 
armes, and thy daughters on their ſhoulders, 1ſa. 49. 
22, Our-own obſervation muſt needs witneſs the 
the bounds of the Church is much enlarged by Infant 
Baptiſeze : more are ingaged to God by an early in- 
corporation to his Church, then their own perſonal 
choice: for where we ſee one man take up Chriſtia- 
nity ſo much as to the profeſſion of it, on terms of 
choice, 
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choice, weſee hundreds engaged therein by parental 
profeſſzon, and baptiſmal obligation in their infancy 3 
ifan eſſay hereof were made in Awerica, how ſinall 
would be the number of them that ſhould own God 
and Chriſt, by being baptized in grown yeers 3 and 
how numerous would they be, by a timely dedica- 
tion to: God, and incorporation to the Church by 
Infant Beptiſme ? And again how many generations, 
each after other, hath ſucceeded in the Churches of 
Gad in our Nation;but how ſoon will they be extin, 
this :Orchard be overſpread with the weeds of 
Atheiſm and Heatheniſm, if Anabaptiſts. Parents 
do: proceed to break off their branches from the Olive, 
and the line of the Covenant from their Poſterity? 


The fourth benefit of Infant-Baptiſme, 7t exciteth 
Repentance. Baptiſme init felf is hereunto an argu- 
ment, but it is more enforced from the ſeaſon of 7x- 
fancy than grown age 3 humiliation for paſt guilt, 
and future caution againſt fin are much-enforced by 
the ſeaſon of our Baptiſme, and that by pointing out 
unto us the 7nclination of our nature, and the kindneſſe - 
of our God, both which meeting with an ingenuous 
ſpirit, are very moving and melting conſiderations; 
That we are waſhed in water, doth witneſſe we are 
unclean; but in that we are waſhed in this _7»fart 
ſeaſon, before ſtained with the leaſt actual fin and 
perſonal corruption, muſt needs witneſs, that iz the 
day of our nativity our Father was an Amorite, our mo- 
ther an Hittite : we were polluted in our blood, our na- 
wel not cut ; we were not waſhed,nwor ſabted ; no eye pitied 
us, but we were caſt ont to the loathing of our perſons. It 
Baptiſme be an Ordinance of Remiſſion and Regene- 

| P 2 ration, 
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ration it muſt needs.remember in its | tzfuxt ſwbjeT#s; 
that in-their naturethere is guilt to be: bewarted and 
pardoned, aforerkgnto be violently cut. off 5 « previ: 
ty unto evil, to be {lain 3\anold aan, tobe crucified 
with Chriſt 54 corpypt autpre,'to be watched againſt 
with all eare and caution, and that:not: acquired / by 
anyiperſonalt als #cuſtome of our 0wn,:as' Bedrifmne at 
age imports; butiCthe more cutting. it is' to conſt 
der )it-is 3mbred in nature, hereditatie to our: being, 
and therefore.will eaſily.a& in us, more. clofely ad- 
here to us, and doth call for more care to keepit un- 
der: true repentance always refles on the xootof 
ſin, in iniquity was Iconceived, and in finjdid my mo» 
ther bring me forth,is the firſt: ce of penfive 
David,and hereunto Infant-Baptiſme doth plainly 

ont us. Þ 20 ©, | 

This ſeaſon of pur :Bapriſme, :doth not. only ac- 
quaint us-withonrownivite nature, but alſo-ofet w 
with Godr kindeefs, which will- melt the ingenuous 
ſoul into mourning and much care, not. to.offend ; 
for the: ſeaſon of our Baptiſme doth ſhew 4us:Gods 
lave-:## we, as he-was'the- God of our fathers and the 
God of oxr '3outh, and both of them are exceeding 
aggravations of guilt; 'God:often-doth. charge the 
finof 7/7ael under the notion of forſaking: the God of 
their fathers; and the pious in Scripture, did much 
enfore their humiliation, by the kindneſles God did 
ſhew. their fathers: And 1f we confider..gur; ſelves 
ſealed +3» '2mfency: by Baptiſme, we mult-needs ſee- 
God was the @vi/of onr fathers, and ſtruck Covenant 
with them, and. was unto them. graciow, otherwiſe 
we could not havebeen-owned;as begotten tothe Lord. 
andtto be baptized;and therefore theſins we commit, 
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6 againſt our fathire; friend and God; nay are 
a EE iboOGMN ofa: youth, that owned a Kru day 
of eur-nativity, and in; the loathing of our. per/ons, 
2nd-ſajd.unto us, Live 3 that'rook us as his ow n;lware' 
untols, and entre intoCoyenant withus in our. ve+ 
ry-cradle, when we could:not chooſe far our.{clves; 
atl ſet the ſeal of his Covenant in our fleſh;8 placed 
us on the knees of. his. Chitkch, brought us up athis 
own. coſt, and nouriſhed us by his Ordinances, and 
bath been-our God all our dayes:Ohlwhat aggravatt- 
ons of fin doth this kindneſs of God: afford ? How 
may the Miniſters of God ſpeak bitter things againſt 
them that dayly break the Covenant of their youth, 
and deal unfaithfully with the God vf their, fathers? 
Me thinks I ſhould hear ſome. penlive. foul 'litting-.oa 
its ſtool: of.repexitance, thiis ſoaking! its batd:hearr 
in: its Jnane dapriſme, by ſuch ſerijous 'contempla- 
tions as theſe: I'am baptized.: ther: ſurely. unclean 
grilt ison wy ſoul; the body of corruption poſſeſſeth me; "if 
I be #0t pardoned, Tperiſh;if this oId manbe-not buried 
with Chriſt in Baptiſme. 7 am undone. Muſt-not thewar 
ter of my baptiſs, ſet the pump of my dry. beart on run» 
. wing tears. of cortrition'for this defiled eſtate of my per* 
ſax:of my perſon. That is not alli] was baptized in in- 
fancie; before Iwas in the leaſt capable of ſtaining my 
perſox. 0h wretched man ! my very nature is defiled:; 
how can 1 dream of drawing nigh toGod, that am the 
prudled firearm of a polluted fountain? Sin is my natural 
temper, and guilt the very image of my father: If int- 
quity-I was conceived, and infin brought forth; how 
 ſhall&be purged from-this natural blemifh,” or with+ 
ſtand this imbred corruption? How'arn 1 neceſſitated. 
-to live is ſin, for that it is naturalized to my very being # 
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How eaſily muſt 1 needs be drawn to ſinfall ation, whoſe 
very nature is ſinful corruption ? If 'ever I obtain 
pardon for, or power over my ſin, it muſt needs be an 
aF of eſpecial Grace, the benefit of a peculiar Covenant : 
Sure 1 am, I can never ſufficiently lament this ſad eſtate 
of my nature. Many are the ſinfull a&Fion which dayly 
flow from this bitter root, and they fink my ſoul into the 
depth of ſorrows, when I ſeriouſly conſider my ſelf bapti- 
zed : For bereby T ſee God, the God of my fathers, 
and the God of my youth, to have been the obje®: of 
219 offences, againſt thee, thee only have I offended 3 
thee, the God of my father, to whom thou ſhewedſt fa- 
vour, and called hins out of darkneſs into thy marvellous 
light, with whows thou didſt eſtabliſh thy Covenant of 
Grace, and didſt extexd it to his ſeed 5 and madeſt me, 
miſerable ae, partakers of it, and ſo becamreſt my God 
from my very being 5 thou ſaweſt me in the day of my 
wativity, when T lay in my blood in the loathing of my 
perſon, thy eye pitied me, thou ſaid'ſi unto me, Live 3 
thou ſpakeſt kindly nnto me, ſwareſt to me, and entredſt 
into Covenant with me, and madeſt me thine own: lay- 
edſi me inthe lap of thy Church, nouriſhedſt me by thine 
Ordinances : Thouby timely engaging me to thy ſelf, 
didſt prevent my wicked choice and Satan hi malicious 
pmrpoſe of poſſeſſung me as avaſal of his kingdome; all 
ary days thou haſtdone megood,yet wretched I, have ſin- 
ned againſt ſuch a God;ungrateful !, have been ready to 
forſake thee, my God, and my fathers God, and have 
dea't falſly in thy Covenant:TIt might be juſtwith thee,to 
dealwith me asT hayedealt with thee, when I deſpi- 
ſed the oath in breaking the Covenant 3 but in thy 
wercy Lord, 1 pray thee, Remember thy Covenant 
thou madeſt to me inthe dayes of my youth, azd e- 


foabliſh 
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_ſlabliſh it for an everlaſting Chvenant, that T may know 
the Lord, thai T way remember and be aſhamed, and 
wever oper my mouth any more, becauſe of my ſhame, 
whenthou art pacified towards me, for all that I have 
done againſt the God my father, and the God of my 
youth: Nowwill I live in loyalty to ſo good a God, if 
thou wilt give me to be ſanGified by the blood of ſprink- 
ling, and my old manto be crucified by Baptiſme, which 
bythy Grace ſhall be the awe of my ſoul,and anſwer of my 
heart unto every temptation to ſin againſt thee. 

This benefit cannot be effected by adult Baptiſme, 
which afiords no ſuch matter of meditation, appre- 
hending the diſpenſations of God to be only: perſo- 
nal, and therefore to be perſonally improved. 


The fifth benefit of Infant-Baptiſme is, that it 
exrforceth faith towards God. Baptiſme as a ſeal of 
the promile, pledge of love, and ſandifying Ordi- 
nance of God, isa ground of faith pleadable in pray- 
. er by all its ſubjects; but receiveth not alittle force 
from the ſeaſoz of its application in ixfarciez whileſt 
it ſelf witneſleth the Covezmart it ſeals; the ſeaſon of 
its uſe witneſleth the extent of the Covenant to belee- 
vers 4zd their ſeed, and creates a ground on which 
toſclaim protection, as well by early ſeizure, as cove- 
nant propriety,notto note how all the Graces of God, 
in order to falvation and good things of this life, even 
all things pertaining to life and godlineſs, are aſſured 
tothe ſoul by Baprtiſme, as the ſeal of the Covenant. 
The Parent can with faith thus plead from the ſeaſon, 
Lord, my childe is thine in Covenant, 10 thee begotten 
to thee dedicated, by thy ſeal on his fleſh, 0h | wilt 
thou own him ; Remember him; take care of him 3 e- 


ſtabliſh 
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promiſe be performed to him 5 let not Satan ſeduce-hine 


. from thy ſervice, to. which he #5 ſo ſoon ſealed i: How 
- wuch do 1 owe to thee; that maketh grace to runthrongh 


Natures channel; my loins ? Lord, let him in time 


know, and have faith to claim his intereft-: keep him 


from theproperty of prophane Eſau, that he deſpiſe not 
his birth-right in thy Covenant, which thou haſt ſealed to 
hin jn the ſight ofthy people, by his baptiſme : And 'as 
the Parent ſothe perſon baptized, ating faith in- the. 
Ordinance, doth thus enforce it from his ſeaſon of 
enjoyment of it. God is agracious God, in calling my 


parents, he had reſpe& unto my good, before Thad a be- 


ing ; he graciouſly eſtabliſhed with them # Covenant, 
which he extended to their ſeed 3 I mo ſooner ſprang 
from the womb, but he owned me as his own. | and cal- 
led me by his name, and ſet the ſeal of his Covenant in my 

: 4 ſ{tudious to foreſtall the choice of may cor- 
rupt will (which would never have choſen-him) 
he challenged me, and cauſed we to be dedicated to his 
ſervice; as lenſible-of Satans malice 3 he made an 
early ſeizure of me, and ſet his mark, upon me, and be- 
fore there was in me the leaft of aÞ® or qualification; he 
'ſan#ified me to himſelf by the waſhing of water + What 


ever doubts may deter me, 1 will now draw nigh unto 


him ,and depend upon him;for he that was ſo ſoon graci- 
ous in extending and ſealing to me the Covenant, will 
faithfully perform it: My condemnation will be woſt 


Juſt, if I, having fuch grounds of faith, ſhould be cut off 
by reaſon of unbelief: now I will walk before, and wait * 


xpon him ; for hewill not now forſake me, or ſuffer 84- 


'Fan to repofſeſs we, ani take me ont of his houſe and. fa 
- wily. | 


The 


The Varene and Valneof Bajiifm. TY 

The fixth Benefit of Infant-Baptiſme is, That 3? e- 
gageth more to.duty, than! adulc Baptilime, Herein it 
15.0f uſe of to the: Parent. wal :baptized child. How 
much of argument doth Infant- Baptiſme. preſs upon 
the Parent;' to:the due 1n{trucion and» educarion of 
his baptized child': Notto ſpeak. anything of the 
benefit; of carechifing it (elf, the Parent .hath reaſon 
to reflet the. Bapiilme of his child inirs infant eſtate, 


. toconvincehim,.:Tha# if Gad-hath: been ſo gracious to 
_ extend a Covenant of Salvation to his feed 5 he maſt 


have ſo mnch grace as to make them know Gods goodneſ3; 
aud underſiond the.cxtent of the 'Cuvenant + If God 


© hath canſed.their loins. to: convey' gract. as well as ſin, 


their.care muſt be that the grace of God be not received 


. . invain : The childs ignorance of intereſi in conceded 


honours and priviledges, is the:baſeneſs of education, 
ard blot of natural affeFion: If by their|. Parental: power 
they have dedicated themto Father,Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
it iitheir part to makg them know towhat' they are de- 


. voted. And as it binds the Parents to. the- duty of e- 


ducation, ſothe child to carefnll.obſervation : Far- 


_ty adoption isthe greateft argument cf filial obſerva- 


tion that can be © :the: child tzken off the Stall, is 
more bound to the will of Parents; than the .man at 
years adopted toinherit.z the,cne is the obje&t-of 
more plitie,: ſubjett of more cre, colt and charge, 


| a of leſſe..ſervice and - obedience. 3. therefore 


und moreto duty than the other: . Infant Baptiſn 
giveth. cauſe tofing with Iſrael, He is ozr God and 
our fathers God, we willexalt hizs, : Exod, 5: 2. and 
with-David I am thy ſervant, the ſon of thy hand- 
maid; 1 will. offer ſacrifice aud.call upou thy name, 
| Q_ . Pſal. 
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 Pſal. 116. 16, 17. We muſt not think as heirs of 
dignity to wear Gods livery ig our cradles, but 
wuſt know, it makes\usalfo heirs of duty, to yeeld 
loyalty to him all our: dayes. Parental dedication to 
God, layeth on: us the duty of obſervation :. Shall 
Parents proclaim daysof parizs to:-be obſerved in all 
generations, and poſterity dare to pretermit them? 
Whether we conſider Godspitieor our Parents power 
ſparkling inour Infent-Baptiſas, both impoſe” on us 
duty ; and the nature ofour Baptiſm (the effet of 
- both) binds us to fight at Gods command under 
Chriſt his Banner againſt every iniquity and vice, to 
the diſcharge of every duty of Religion; but -net- 
ther faith nor obedience can be ſo enforced by the 
Baptiſine of grown perſons, which deny relations 
ratural to be of any ule in things of Salvation, and 
doth greatly darken the method and order of- the 
Covenant of Grace'and Salvation. Boy 
The ſeventh and laſt Benefit of Infant-Baptifme 
is, That it exconrageth nnder death 5 and that eſther 
the Child or Parents. Weread in primitive times of 
Infant Martyrs, certainly they were thereunto- pre- 
pared by a knowledge of their intereſt inthe Cove- 
nant, In vain ſhould the miſerable mother encourage 
the (courged thirſty child, to remember the Cup of 
which Iſaac drank, and patiently to bear its preſent tor- 
ments, for that it ſhould be ſhortly crowned with  eter- | 
zal glory: if the child at eight years of age had: not 
underſtood the Covenant of God, and been catechi- 
zed inits baptiſm : Our Anabaptiſts will never afford 
us babie Martyrs, that will not allow us bebie Chriſti- 
a5? And as for Parents, if their. childrens intereſt 
in 
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in the Covenanti and right to Baptifme , | do not 
ſupport them under the death of their babes, I (a pa- 
rent of dead children) do demand, what can? 
That they are by nature children of wrath, muſt not 
be denyed ; that they fall into a limbs Tafantur, 
mult -be 'denyed' by all} thar abhor Poperie : that 
they are ſaved there remains no hope, whileſt we 
fee:them out of the Ark of ſalvation: What unuſual 
way the Anabapriſts run upon for their own comfort, 
they have not yet declared, nor will Scripture war- 
rant any': Were it not for Infants intereſt in the 
Covenant, ſealed in their Baptiſm, I ſhould mourn 
over my dead children, as without hope. _ 
You fee now, that there is not only, warrant in 
Scripture for the Baptiſm of your Infants, but there 
is much of profit by it. Whileſt others are beating 
the controverſie, do you ſtudy the praQtice of Infant- 
Baptiſme. Let not ſeducers beguile ' your fimple 
ſouls, by pretending Infant-Baptiſm is «17lawful, be- 
cauſe unuſefull ; But ſeeing there is ſo'much profit in 
the Ordinance, and ſo much in the ſeaſon of Its ap- 
plication, prize it, purſue it, and preſerve it to the 
Church : Let your children be baptized in their in- 
fancie, and catechiſed' according to their growing 
capacitie ,' that through ignorance they may not 
throw away'their- birth-right, b © may duly know 
the duty and dignity thereof, and demeanthemſelyes 
as baptized ſouls. alles *c, 


-- The fifthand laſt particular direction or exhorta-. 


tion is coChurch-gathering ſaints, To admit the bapti- 


zed inty the approaches to God, in the” aſſemblier of his 
Q2 people 
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people. Make no bar of diviſion'to: ſach: as. bear the 
badge of union. If Baptiſm do incorporate into the 
Church, and conſecrate unto. God,, why ' doe you 
deny the reJation of the baptized, or their fitneſs for 


- divine (ervice2,cither, deny, Baptiſm-to be.the- door 
of admiſſion into the,Church. of Chriſt,or throw down 


your Church Covenant,agreement or Experiences of gra- 
ces, as to entrance into a Church ftate. Deny Bap- 
tilm to be the Church conſtituting bond, or talk not 
of gathering Churches from among baptized toul : 
Aﬀect not to your ſelves the terms and titles of ſaints, 
brethren, beleevers, Church, and the hke. whileſt thoſe 
you deſpiſe have as good, nay (by reaſon of: your 
ſipful ſchiſm)a better tulethereunto then yourſelves, 
If Baptiſme be the ground of confidence in acceſs to 
God,who are youthat make it void? Is not the ftrait- 
ning of the Church door-as dangerous as ſetting it 
wide open? Will it not be equally provoking to God 
tolet dogs into his houſe, and to keep! children out 3 to 
pollute his his beiy thing by the unbaprized, and bax 
the baptized from bis worſhip? If men baptized: walk 
diforderly, endeavor by diſcipline to :xeduce them 
deny not their intereſt : drive them .not from God : 
make it,not your defigne to payabize the. Chriſtians 
among whom you dwel,thar:fome'tew of them may, 


be brought into your Church way : 'Wetgh well the 


nature of Baptiſm, if it donot charge your way with 
wickedneſle, I know not how to judge : If,Bapti m 
rightly apprehended, be not the engine to þatter 
Independencie, I dare. renounce my; ﬆll in mitica- 
ries.. Let not God ſay, draw veer in, full aſſurance, 
baving your bodjes 'waſhed.-with pure. mater 5 'and: you 


_— ; ſay | 
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ſay to your Baptized Brethren, ſtand thou further 
from me, I am holier than thou. wo. 

Thus then Ihave noted to you the nature of Bap- 
tiſz,: the. outward Ordinance, and the duties that 
flow from its- conſecrating nature'; which rightly-un- 
derſtood, will convince much error, and correct ma- 
ny finfall prattiſes : Which that it may doe, God, 
Father, Son, and: holy Ghoſt, in whoſe holy Name 
we are baptized, follow it with his bleſſing. Amen. 
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Curteons Reader theſe Bookes following, 
are printed for, or to be ſold by Dor- 
man Newman, at the Kings Arms 


in the Poultry next Grocers Ally, 

5 0C 97  : 
Siſt eme or a body of Divinity, by Edward Leigh 
Eſquire, The ſecond Edition, with - about a 
© hundred Sheets added in the body of the book, 
beſides additions at the end, printed 166 2: 

The Triumphs of Gods revenge againſt the crying 
ſinof Murder in Thirty Tragicall Hiſtories digeſted 
into ſix bookes. By James Reynolds, The Fourth edi- 
tion Illuſtrated, with Braſs Plates, 166 3. - 

| The Hiſtory of the Worthies of Exgland, By Tho- 
#1as Fuller D.. in Divinity, large Follio. | 

Fhe Chriſtian mans Calling, or a Treatiſe of ma- 
king Religion ones buſineſs, Ayalſoa Form direfted 
how he may perform it, By George Swinnocke M. A. 
preacher of the Goſpel at Great Kimball in the 
Connty of Bucks. 

A Cordial for a fainting ſoul, being the ſum of 
Fourteen Sermons preached, By Joh: Collines B.D. 
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of Chriſt in Stephens Pariſh, 
1n Norwich. Ny Y rb 


A Body of Divinity,or inſtitutions of Chriſtian Re- | 


ligion, -By William Bucemns Profeſſor of Divinity 
in the Univerſity of Lanſanma. Vn 
The Fountain opened,or the Water of Life flowing 

forth for the refreſhing of thirſty ſinners, By. 0bedi4h 
Sedgwick, B. D. And. late Miniſter of the Goſpel in 
Covent Garden. 

The doctrine of Life, or of Mans Redemption, 
By Edward Holbroke, of New England. | 

The Art of divine improvement, or the Chriſtian 
inſtructed how to make a right uſe of all Duties, 


Dangers, and Deliverances, By Nathaniel Whiting, 


M. A, Quarto. | 
Tentations their Nature, Danger, and Cure, in 
three Parts, By Richard Capel, Sometime Fellow of 
Magdalen Colledge in Oxford, with his Remaines. 
Gods Fearers, or Gods Favourites, or incourage- 
ment to fear God, inthe worlt of times, By Nathani- 
el Tucker, late Preacher of the Goſpel in Portſmouth. 
The Chriſtians great intereſt, or a ſhort Treati'e 
divided into two parts, by William Gathrey, late 
Miniſter of the -Golpelin Scotland 
The great benefit of Chriſtians education ilJuſtra- 
ted, proved, and proſecuted ina Sermon, Preached 
at AGor in Cheſhire, the twenty fix of May, One 
thouſand fix hundred fixty two, upon occaſion of 
founding a Free-Schoole there, commended by Mr, 
Zachariah Crofton. 
A Bulwark for truth, with an antidote againſt allthe 
errors of theſe times , by Fob Bayfield, Doctor in 
Phyfick. L 
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A Tomb-ſtone, or the Life and Death of that fa- 
mous manof God,” Mr. Carter Miniſter in Norwich, 

Mr. Richard &axter his book of. Judgment in 
'Twelves: | 

TheVWertue and Value of- baptiſca, by Zachariah 
Crofton. : 
A Hard way to Heaven, By the ſame Author. 

The Farcwel-Sermons of the Loxdon Miniſters, 
all brought into one Volume in Quarto. 


